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Town of BaAie, Kemperreldt Bay, 
Lake Simcoe, Upper Canada, 
Oct.Gtb, Itm. 



My dear Sir^ 

By the blessing of God I am per- 
mitted to address you after all our journeying 
in this our adopted country ; I am happy to say 
that my Mother and Family are at present in 
good health ;«*♦*«* 
We arrived at Quebec on the S^th of June, 
after rather a long and boisterous passage, 
but we suffered no worse than others; for 
most of the ships had very long passages 
this season, and some have suffered shipwreck. 
We fell in with several Ice Bergs, a very grand 
and awful sight, they were higher than the 
ships mast 'head. We had a tedious time going 
up the River 8t. Lawrence ; above a fortnight, 
which I understood is generally the case, though 
in England we understood it could be gone up 
in three or four days; and for which reason I 
would advise every one whose pecuniary cir- 
cumstances would permit, to go by the way of 
New York, for the passage up the St. Law- 
rence is not only long, but dangerous — which 
is all escaped by going that way. \yc fell in 
with my two sisters at Quebec, they were com- 
fortable, we stopped only three days with them, 
when we started by the Canada Steamer for 
Montreal) 180 miles, 7s. &d. passage money 
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for mdiilte« lialf price andnr twelve years of af^, 
no charge for infants, nor baggage— one day 
and night brought us to Montreal, the same 
evening we left in the Durham boats lor Prescot^ 
a rough and dangerous mode of travelling, ex- 

f>sed to wind and weather. ♦ * • 
be price for passage was 6s. for an adult, 
and 2«. 6d* per Cwt. for luggage — no allow- 
ance whatever, half-price for children under 
twelve years, no charge for infants. We 
slept at Prescot* and started in the morning 
for York* We sto[q)ed at firockville, a busy 
bustling place, which in fact is a character^ 
estic of all the towns we made any stay at; 
on the Sunday Morning we arrived at Kingston 
we stopped nearly all day. We settled Mr. 
Crow's business about his pension, the officers 
of the Dock Yard having received notice from 
England just before our ai-rival, on Monday 
Morning we arrived at York, 233 miles, the 
passage money 10«. for adults, and half price 
under 12 years of age, no charge for infants 
10(/. per Cwt. for luggage. All the prices I 
have stated, are for deck passengers. • * ♦ 
«•♦««« After our arrival at Yerk, 
from information we had received, we made 
application for land for our services, Mr. Crow 
had 200 acres granted him, a circumstance 
never known before, for a dock-yard- man to 
receive any thing who served in England ; but 
men serving in the dock-yard in this country 
are entitled to a grant. My brother Thomas 
had 100 acres granted, but myself have to wait 



fiU I receive my certificate from BnlaBd» b^oie 

I have my grant, when I expect 100 acres alsow 

« « * ♦ 

When I write again, I may perhaps know more^ 
and wishing you all health and happiness, I 
beg to remain 

Tours Sincerely, 



P. S. We are settled in Barrie, a new 
town laid out this summer, we were the first 
settlers, I was recommended to come down 
here, and settle in Sunnidale, by the Gover- 
nor ; — my mother is building a large house in 
the town, 32 by 22 feet in the inside ; we had 
a sermon preached in it last Sunday, the first 

{»reache(? in Barrie. The town is situated at 
he head of a beautiful Bay, on Lake Simcoe, 
from which, there is a fine road cutting to Lake 
Huron ; and it is intended to connect the Bay 
with Lake Huron, by a Canal, and also with 
Kingston, through Rice Lake, by Canals ; it is 
more than probable that this will in a few years 
be a fine place, though the first settlers sufier 
a little. There is a town laid out in the Natta- 
wasaga River, in the township of Sunnidale, 
where Crow has 300 acres of land; and there 
is to be another town laid out on Lake Huron, 
all of which are connected by the New Road* 
My Brother Thomas has his 100 acres on the 
road, it passing through the middle of his lot 
about 5 miles from Barrie,. Will you have the 



fnoApeM to inform my 8iMtcr SanAii, that wc 
•aw Mm. BoltOi and broakfantod with hor, nhc 
in doinfc >v(*ll, hfU plenty of land; and tJunan 
in to tHI Mrn. Grouti that if thin^:?* do not go 
well with h«r in England, ithe and family arc 
to make their way out to her. — Wo nend our 
lore to Sunan, Mr. k Mm, Kcoly, MrM. ParMon«, 
and Mammy Drudge* the Biddlecombfi, Mr. 
Norman, in fact all friendly too niimerouH to 
mention by name; if tliingn do not go well 
with the Biddlecomb^, tell them to come to 
America to labtiur. 

Mother wif^hes 8u0an to come out, and 
to bring her bed with her, m featheri^ arc not 
to be hfld, Ueorge, Mother sayn, iB to come out 
alMOi an noon m he comen home, if he in din- 
charged an a petty officer, he will have 200 
arrrn, and 100 an neaman; tell them to bring 
nothing fine, only nuch an bed and bedding, 
ntrong nhocn, warm ntocklngn, and clothing, 
and an much money an ponnible; bring nothing 
to nell again' 

Joe Biddlecombe will do welb the wagen 
of Carpentern in 7#. Odf. per day, and ttn. 3c/. per 
day wiih lodging and board. Labourers 8m« vd. 
per day, and 2». iid. with b<iard and lodging, 
and handy men 5$. per day with board. Brick- 
layern have high wagen alno. 

To 

Mr. W. PAWLKKn, 
Boot and Shoe Maker, 
188, Queen-/ttreet, 

FollTHKA. 



TO 

Hit SXCELLBNGT 

SIR JOHN COLBORNE. K. C. B. 

unrTENAiKr govesmor of upfea cahada, 

«A/ORGeM£RALCmfMANOINOH18 MAJESTTg FOKCBS T|fBaiV« 

kc. kc. <w. 



Sir 



By inscribing these hnmble efforts 
to your Excellency^ I have no motive beyond 
that of following my inclinations* The well- 
known talent, w^hich you have displayed in 
the course of your public functions, and the 
spirited manner in which you have conducted 
the affairs of the Colony ; give you a title to 
the most cordial and unqualified praise of every 
settler in the province. 
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In narrating the calamities that have ex- 
tended themselves so widely over the mother 
conntry, I am only reiterating a tale of woes, 
that I am sorry to add, are but too generally 
known and felt. In deploring these f acts, it is 
however with lively pleasure, we see in this 
rapidly improving country, an opportunity 
under the auspices of your Excellency's most 
liberal arrangements of withdrawing from those 
calamitous circumstances, very many thousands 
that lor series of years, have been sapping the 
morals of a bold and industrious peasantry • 
and reducing the manufacturers and artizans 
to a state of degradation, at once appalling to 
the best feelings of humanity. 

Whatever may be your Excellency's opinion 
on this little work, I cannot pretend to divine ; 
but I have no besitation in thinking you will 
do me the justice to believe me sincere, in 

rgtsLiing, that it is my decided conviction, that in 
the consciousness of your own integrity, yon 
will continue to deserve, and maintain, the 

'esteem and affection, t)f a people committed to 
your charge. 

That under the influence of divine provi- 

<dence, you may long be spared. That the 

MheraA government under which the settlers 
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of the colony have experienced so many bles^ 
sings, may long be preserved. That your hap. 
piness may increase, with the growing happiness 
and prosperity of the colony^ That in your 
declining years, you may enjoy that ineffable 
felicity— the fruits of a virtuous life ; and that 
in after ages, your monument may proclaink the 
illustrious truth of your principal instmmen . 
tality, in promoting the best interests of the 
Province ; is the ardent wish, of 

Your Excellency*s 

Most obliged 

And devoted 

Humble servant, 
THE AUTHOR 



Hamilton, Jan. 1st 1834. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



*' Breathe't there a man with tout to dead« 
Who never to himself hath said ?— 
This is my own, my native Land !" 



When a man is agitating the question of 
voluntary exile from his native land, to become 
a settler in the back woods of America ; it is of 
the greatest importance that he should take into 
consideration and deeplyreflect on all the con- 
sequences naturally attendant on the great and 
important change: that he should well ponder 
all the advantages, and disadvantages, which 
are set before him; the perils and hardships 
that he must expect to undergo, and the diffi- 
culties that he has to meet ; add to these the 
privations inseparable from the first two or 
three years residence in a wild unsettled 
country; encompassed on every sideb^ \.\^t\l- 

A 
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leM woodff* And lantly, and what I cfmcalva 
to be of the deci>eMt intercut to tlio nenHativc 
mindi the breaking; up of lonfj-eMtabltHhed con- 
nectionn, and tearing aniinder thone bondw of 
eUMely knitted friendnhip: the cutting at once 
all thoiie Modal tien of endearment, thoi»e Milken 
tbraailn of kindred love, and aflfection; and 
bidding farewell to the land of hin nativity, and 
iiceneii <if bin childhood* In a word to quit tlie 
dasQKling and fleetini; proH|iectH of a pleaMurable 
world, with all the alluring enehaufnientN of 
refined nociety, to Meek a new home in the 
flfiooroy wildM of an immeaMiirable forent. 1 wiMh 
here Ut l>e diMtinetly underntood, to have ad- 
iireiMi9d the few pree(!cdin^ lln(;M to the man 
who poMHCMMeM thc meaoM of livin;; in hlM own 
country: and who from a rcMtleMH dinpoHition, 
or adeMtretoehanKe, throwg up hinconnectionM 
at home, under faUe and deluMive notiouM oi 
•eekini; bappinoMM in a diMtant land ; without 
refleeting; that bappincMM Im no where to be found 
bat in the recoMMCM of hlM own heart. The mind 
of man Im viMionary, and will, without a more 
than ordinary Mhare of prudenee, be inccMMantly 
leading; him into danger and difliculty. It Im 
therefore oftheKrealeMtimportauci;, to examine 
well our MUMeeptibiliticMi to prove well our 
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strength of mind, and to satisfy ourselves in 
every respect, that we possess a sufficient share 
of philosophy, to barter the pleasures of the 
world, for the more sterling enjoyment of do- 
mestic solitude. And if in the examination* 
we find ourselves wanting in our inward re- 
sources; then indeed we had better stay at 
home. I think a very considerable share of the 
disappointments, that persons experience in 
coming out to Canada, may fairly be traced to 
their own erroneous preconceived opinions: 
some who have pictured to themselves, a life 
of comparative ease; and very many, who have 
doubtless never thought at all; but feeling 
disappointments, and perhaps many imaginary 
troubles at home, have sought the all-healing 
balm, amidst the density of a Canadian forest^ 
To such person, I would say, that he, who 
.(possessing a competency), is not happy by 
his o\¥ufire'side ; and in the circle of his nearest, 
and dearest relations, and friends ; will never 
find the satiating streams, amidst our lakes, 
or reap his happiness in the bosom of a Cana- 
dian wood. 

I would now address myself to the indus- 
trious and sober man of family, whether agri- 
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coltprist or other. I mean sach as feel the 
clouds of adversity thickly gathering around 
them; who find the little remnant of their h^urd- 
earned fortune^ gradaally receding, and who 
are fast sinking, under the iron grasp of mis- 
fortune, or tyranical oppressors. To such I 
would say» avoid the dreadful emergencies, by 
collecting the little wreck of your shattered 
and tempest driven bark : think of your fami- 
lies ! Think ! I conjure you, think, ere it be too 
late for thought to avail! Think of those 
innocents, who are looking up to your fostering 
band, for their daily sustenance! Think of 
those calamities, that hover around you, and 
avoid the evil, whilst it is yet in your power. 

I do not mean to contend with men who 
are doubtless mere conversant with financial 
economy, than myself; I do not mean to say, 
that the Sun of great Britain has set for ever: 
of course in an extensive mercantile country 
like England, there is, and will continue to be 
extensive wealth : and persons who will con- 
tinue to amass great property. But the recol- 
lection to many thousands of individuals, that 
a portion of that wealth, the fruits of the toil- 
some application of all their best years, was 
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mce theirs, serves but to mock their misery. 
And what avails it, to ^^ see profusioii that wo 
mast not share 7" Truly convinced, as I am« of 
the endearing sound of home; that it is an 
indiscribable charm: I think I could almost 
hate the man, who would despise his country. 
The name of England will ever be dear to me> 
as the country that fostered my infant years. 
Never shall I cease to hail with delight, the 
recollection of my native land* But as we are 
all of us the creatures of circumstance, and as 
it never was intended that man should be his 
own master ; we have undoubted right, to bow 
to the will of Providence : and there can be 
little doubt, but that the Supreme, in his infi- 
nite wisdom, has so ordained it, that a portion 
of us shall be destined, to relinquish the scenes 
of our nativity^ and seek an asylum, on the 
shores of a distant land : and assuredly it is not 
for us, to question the wisdom of the design ! But 
I am digressing a little. The subject of emigra- 
tion, is by no means a new idea with me, it has 
been a matter of deep consideration, during a 
very long period of time; and my communi- 
cation is the result of mature deliberation- 
Having well weighed every difficulty^ and ex- 
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.aniitt«il it in all iU hitntlttf^.n, it may pi*rhapi» 
lie aliow(!(l, that I am in Noinc; mojinura, qualL 
lied U) Miibinit my opiiiioriH to my MU}\¥ cuiiti* 
trymcfti. 

For twimty yearii of my Hfi% I have I>een 
cu)Zi%ii^(H\ ill amimovi'Ul piirHiilfH, 1 have ha<l an 
oppori unify iUirUtif that tim«*, oC ohnovvln^ the 
ealamifeiiM framvitiotiM that have taken phieo; 
the many thoitfuindN wlio tisive hecn depnved 
of comfortM thut they onee enjoyed, left <hj4- 
titiite, or thrown upon the bounty of eharlty 
for their maintenanre! IVrhapii with a nume- 
rouH family, looking up for tliat support, whieh 
they no longer were enabled to Impart! Ter* 
hapH In a^e, and friendlexH; and driven by 
nhear neeenfiity, U$ Meek an anylnm, tn tha 
l>oor«hoiifie of that pariNh^ where many yearn 
they hail live<l in honour, and fuirronnded by 
their friemln I Kvery year hrln^n Oh train of 
ealamltlen ; and further c«mvinelnfl; proofn, that 
the fxmntry han Umif ninee paffMed itif xenith. 
Capital in douhlintc Itncdf with men of Imlk, 
til the Kreat jirivatiim of the middle order of 
trailers ; and I have Httle doubt hut the time in 
faiit approaching, when they will be an mere 
tiwU, or etHjifie$p in the handtf of the great mo- 
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Dopolists; dragging a loaded chain of miserable 
existence, to pamper the luxuries of the over- 
whelming few. Commerce is winging its flight, 
and is rapidly transporting itself to the shores 
of America. Taxation and rentals, are grinding 
the middling farmers to the earth ; whilst the 
more opulent» are wasting their substance as 
the years roll on. Under these considerations, 
what, 1 would ask, can the man of family do, 
to provide for a numerous oflspring; better 
Uian to avail himself of the opportunity that 
now offers; in establishing himself on a little 
hereditory estate? (that his children may have 
some dependence, beyond the miserable pros- 
pect of a parish poor-house), by seeking a 
retreat, where he may hope to pass the evening 
of his days, with a mind unshackled by the 
difficulties of a trading world, and with a con- 
sciousness that his children, and his children's 
children, will bless his memory for the step 
that he has taken, in timely rescuing them 
from a multitude of dissipations* 

I now come to the third class of my 
countrymen, last, though not least on the scale 
of Humanity; the mechanics, and those who 
occupy the laborious stations in life; sadly 
overwrought, and in most instances, miserably 
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fed^ without the faintest ray of hope* of vfithr 
holding their offspring from those servile chains 
of wretched dependance, with which they 
themselves are but too familiar. Many of 
whom at this moment^ I blush to say iU in a 
country like England ; are languishing unno- 
ticed in theii* wretched dwellings, without where- 
with to obtain a morsel of bread, for their 
famishing and dependant children, or wander- 
ing from town to town in search of their daily 
sustenance, or driven by necessity, to the 
commission of crime, at which their nature, 
in anterior times, would have shiiddered to 
contemplate. '^The nation is multiplied, but 
the joy isnot increased." To avoid these ap- 
paling emergencies, the only remedy appears 
to be, emigration. 

To those therefore of my countrymen who 
are anxious to avoid the impending evil, I 
would recommend the propriety of turning their 
attention to a rising country, where there is 
ample field for their exertions, and where, if 
they possess habits of sobriety, and industry, 
with the spirit of perse verence, they cannot fail 
of speedily improving their condition, an^ 
ultimatety, of being in possession of compara- 
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tive affluence. To such then, and especially 

to the agricultural labourers; I would say, do 

not hesitate, lay hold of the hope that is set 

before you; again I say, be firm; you catmot 

render your condition worse ; but in all human 

probability you will be enabled to realize all 

your hopei). You will become useful members 

of society, and in process of time, may, if yon 

will, become owners of lis;itimate property ; 

nbich you will be enabled to hand down un- 

sullied to your posterity , and your declining 

years, will be spent in the retrospect of days 

gone by. Yon will see your riches springing 

L up around you, you will have an opportunity 

B^contem plating nature in all its varied forms; 

^|H witnesijing the bounties of your Creator ; and 

^^■n will be led instinctively to the adoration of 

^^Kt B(4ng, who has so amply provided for 

^^^or necessities, and yoar comforts ; thus, will 

your affections, and your future hopes, be 

placed OB that God, who is the disposer of all 

liiinirs. and who alone worketh good. And lilt*' 

kfte Patriarchs of old, you will go down to tlie 

in the fulness of years, and with the in- 

! satisfaction; that, on earth you have 

c yonr duty. 



. • ^ 
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CPAFTER I 

'* Even now, me'thiuks, as pondering here I stand, 
I tee the rural virtues leave theiand, 
Down wliare yon anchorUif vetiel spreads- the sail,- 
That idly waitia^ , flaps with every Kale.' 



V 



That Goldsmith's anticipations are fully 
"ealized, : in the passing events of the present 
lay, no oile I think will 'hesitate to admit. 
Svery day, every paper we peruse, brings ftesh 
iroofs, of the bverwhelmiiig difficulties/ that 
ureencompaissiog the middling^ orders of society, 
ind grinding the lobourers to the earth. Starv- 
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ation is stalking on every side, and not a pos- 
sibility exists, of ever again retaming to those 
scenes of rural happiness, and domestic ease; 
that once adorned the smiling cottage of ths 
lowly peasant. Never again, I fear will the 
rose of Albion, blush with the radiant tint of 
self dependant power, or the thistle enameled 
hills of Scotland, carol to the joys of their once 
loved highland home ; never will the daisy-clad 
meadows of Ireland , rejoice in the blooming 
fertility of a smiling land. Sanguinary laws, 
and overwhelming poverty, at this moment are 
driving thousands of Ireland's bravest sons from 
those homes, which for centuries. have been the 
possessions of their ancestors, and banis^ng 
the fugitives from the green fields of their nati- 
vity. The high rentals, together with the abo- 
minable and iniquitous system of tithes, are a 
grievous curse, and hang like a drag-chain on 
the prosperity of the whole iiation. 

Tithing is a source of perpetual irritation, 
and bitter quarrel, to the great scandal and 
injury of religion. And is incessantly acting a^ 
a check and embarrassment to the pursuits of 
agriculture, which being the grand source of 
supply for the wants of man, should at all 
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tiflies be kept perfectly free from erer/ tbitij 
calcohiiedto arrest or retard its progress. Hovr 
often does it occar, that monejr, wlii($h might 
be^adTantafeoiisljr employed in improving land, 
is put out to interest, to avoid the goading 
and paiafiil task, of banding over a tenth part 
of the produce to an arrogant vicar, who contri 
bated nothing ? bnt on the contrary, is as a 
locnst, devouring that portion of the produce 
of the land, that might otherwise be applied to 
the • support and nourishment of thousands of 
famishing individoals; Thus the primary pur- 
snits and occupations of the woiid, are fettered 
and embarrassed, by a decidedly bad mode of 
snpporting those, whose duty it is, to watch 
over their flocks, to contribute to their spiritual 
happiness, and point them to another and a 
better world. It is a fact beyond all contro- 
versy, that freedom cannot exist, while men 
are compelled to give a tithe of their subsistance, 
to maintain in the most extravagant pomp, and 
wanton luxury and licentiousness ; the minis* 
tors of a rdigion, to the forms of which tiiey 
eonnot conscientiously subscribe. 

Those who have never travelled in Ireland, 
can form but a veiy imperfect idea, of the dis- 
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tress that generally pervades that anhappy ccmiiv- 
try. Often have I seen in one miserable nearly 
unroofed dwelling, with scarcely a window 
remaining;; from ten to twelve, and in iomi 
instances more families, pent up together, with 
not ivn article of household furniture^ save the 
shattered remains of an old oak table, or a 
solitary chair without a back, or a broken stool. 
And for cullinary utensils, an iron pot, not 
unfrequently serves the threefold purposes of 
tea kettle, if they are abU to raise the tea, a pot 
to boil the potatoes in, or stirabout, meat they 
liavenone, and a vessel to wash the tattered 
remains of their wreched garments in ; these 
with perhaps a broken cup and saucer, make 
up tlie sum of the whole of their moveable effects. 
In every street and alley, are. to be seen groups 
of human beings in a state of half nudity ; 
women with their almost lifeless infants, 8trug« 
ling to obtain a portion of the scanty nutriment 
from their exhausted mothers* while their reck- 
less and infuriated fathers, wander the streets 
lost to all hope, and maddened with hunger and 
despair. Nay, I have frequently seen women 
with the lifeless bodies of their infant children 
in their arms, prowling from street to street 
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uid beggiig from the casual passengers, the 
means^ of depositing th^ remains of their dopaiv 
tfd:offiipriing in the grave ! Scenes like these, 
but t)oo familiar, would almost lead to the con- 
clusion, thai misery is the invariable lot of 
man, happiness the mere exception ! what then ? 
Can we be surprised on reading the many out- 
rages that are daily and nightly committed : 
sach a state of things cannot exist for ever ! 
there are limits to human patience and suffer* 
ings, when passive obedience would cease to 
be a virtue ! 

Mr. Wakefield in bis account of Ireland, 
makes a melancholy appeal to the sympathising 
heart, which I will here subtract. *'I have 
seen the cow, th6 favourite cow, driven away, 
accompanied by the sighs, the tears, and the 
imprecations of a whole family, who were pad- 
ling after, through wet and dirt, to take the last 
affectionate farewell of their only friend and 
benefactor at the pound-gate. I have heard, 
with emotions which I can scarcely describe, 
deep curses repeated from village to village as 
the cavalcade proceeded. I have witnessed the 
group pass the domain-walls of the opulent 
grazier, whose numerous herds were cropping 
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tfar luwit luxiiriiuit pastures, nliHst 
secure from any demand for the lithe of thi 
prodat-e. looking on with the most tinfeelil 
iadiffercuce. But It-t us re^frso the pictut^ 
and behold the effects that are produced 
opprrsnion so insiilTerahle, as to cxtinguisi 
every seiitinicnt in the breast bat a desire ( 
reYenge ! I have beheld at night bouses i 
Bnnic8, and for a moment supposed myself ■ 
a conntry exposed to the ravages of war. ad 
Kuffering from the incursions of an enemy, 
the following morning the most alarming t 
counts oi thrasher's and white-boy's have i 
uy eu-; of men who bad assembled with w« 
pons of destruction, for the purpose of t 
polling people to swear not to siibnit I 
payment o( their tirlies ! I have seen 
oppressed people in the ebullitioit of their r 
murderiitg titlie-proctors, and colleotors, 
whom they \vTeaJ[ed their vengeance with cvq| 
mark of the most savage barbarity !" 
will 00 longer dwell upon circumstances ( 
which as an individual, T can have no cuott 
Happy it is that an opportunity presents iU 
of witbdrawinf thousands, and I may 
Iwatlreda of tlHHisands, fcQu tliQic kco^J 
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race io 9ppaIiAg-t(» humanity I 1 would BOt 
mah.to. p6r8tta4e lay.^cpuptrymeii to ^xile theQi- 
s^,Yf^.Si^u$i rtheir own iuclinatipn^f or better 
judgoii^t if)}^iii, yfho 19 there, L would ask with 
tbp least. indepepdsMiit feeling; who would i|.ot 
pnefei: .. fill -Yoluntary exile 1;p o, couQtry wh^re 
there 13 . e yery. * pi:-ospect ,of bettering his con^i* 
■tiou; to that, privatiojft. and distress, which so 
many: oC our .industrious labQurers, ^ud once 
res|)ectable fawliey* are doomed to perp6lua,te 
ditJiomcw ... I ' > .. 7 

' * As so -much has^ already been 'said on the 

subject of Canadian Emigration, I caiinot^pi^- 

tend to advaiioe much ; * or tb threw any new 

light upon the matter ; but will content myself 

in uniting my feeble^ endeavours with those who 

haire led the van. All that I here ttansufit 

will' be the pure and simple transcript of my 

mapdi; (Wttb suchr other ioforikiation as may 

irom time to time eome within the limits of my 

observation/ • and ' which I may deem worthy 

the atteation of' my readers. * With this view 

therefiire I will proceed to notice, the immenise 

mimbers that are idmost daily quitiing their 

homes, .'for the transatlantic shores-: few of 

which :I believe accf seen to return^ I metm com- 

c 
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paraiively few, with the numbers that are con- 
Htantly coining out. — ^this certainly speaks 
V^tinies in favour of the measure. The tide of 
^l^gration is rapidly flowing in, not only from 
Kngland aod Ireland, but also from Scotland* 
AVitbin the last six or seven years, many 
thousands of industrious Scotsmen, and nume- 
rous whole families, have quitted their native 
glens ; and have now become prosperous settlers 
in our several Canadian townships : many of 
whom had barely sufficient to defray the ex- 
jiences of their voyage, and proceeding up the 
country. 

Here I think it right to observe, there is 
a iUde difierence between emigration, and colo. 
oization ; an error which many of our poorer 
brethren are led into, for want of understanding 
the nature and situation of the country. An 
error which involves them in much misery; 
from which, nothing but the timely and foster- 
ing hand of charity is able to extricate them. 
To avoid such extremities therefore, I wish it to 
be distinctly understood by the labouring classes 
of society, that there are already a sufficient 
number of labourers, in, and about Quebec' 
and the lower province. It is therdbre indis- 
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pensably necessary, that every person who 
proposes- to emigrate, shall provide himself 
with sufficient money to convey him ta tht^ 
upper province ; where there is work in aBftii- 
dance, for aU who wish to avail themselves of 
it. — ^Men of families should be particularly 
mindful of this; as by it, much privation, and 
many hardships otherwise inseparable from the 
undertaking may be avoided. To accomplish 
this, if they are not able to raise sufficient funds 
of their own ; I would recommend a timely ap- 
plication to the parish in which they reside. 
To our poor Irish brethren I say, look amongsc 
youi' nci;^hbours and friends, that are cliiuiial^iy 
disposed; do not be backward in asking; re- 
member it is the last they will have to do for 
you ;. and be assured it is of the most para- 
mouat importance! I say decidedly, that ai;y 
who cannot possess themselves of the means of 
conveyance to the head of Lake Ontario ; h:\:\ 
better stay at home! The amount absolutCi/ 
necessary for an emigrant to possess, after iiis 
disembarkation on the shores of Canada, should 
lie. For a single man 3/. For a man, his 
wifej and three children, fio:n 87. to 107. Those 
sums will enable them with tolerable facility, to 
proceed to the place of their location. It is of 
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the Qtmost importance, that all trhose object 
is to follow agricultural labour for th^r sup- 
port, should not arrive in Canada, later than 
June : and that they should loose no time ip 
proceeding to the upper prorince ; where, by 
the time of their arrival, the harvest will be 
nearly ready for them^ and they will easily find 
employment. 

Families possessing from 10/. to \5L on 
their arrival in Quebec^ or New York, have 
nothing to fear, provided they are industrious^ 
and capable of working out in the clearing of 
land- And a man with a large family, may 
almost reckon on his riches ; especially if they 
are boys, and of a tolerable tractable disposi- 
tion ; for in that case, he will soon cease to be 
a poor man. Or should they be of the opposite 
gender> he will find no , difficulty in getting 
them places of servitude, as female servants 
are at present rather a scarce article in Canada : 
and smart young women, fit for domestic pur- 
poses, are much wanted in every part of the 
province, apropos — I think many of our English 
and Scotch lasses, as also the fair daugh- 
ters of Er^i^ who— /o use the familiar phrase 
axe desi!^ou8 of cianging ibeir condition ; would 
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find their account in an expedition to our new 
world, to speculate in matrimony with our 
young Canadians, or — and what perhaps may 
be more congenial, become the beloved part- 
ner of a newly settled colonist ; who — by the 
way is much in want of a wife, and who is, — 
or soon will be, invested with the digniti/ of ft 
Canadian freeholder* 

The question of who should emigrate, and 
6n which there has already been so mach said ; 
in my opinion is not easily solved : depending 
as it does on the customs, capabilities, and 
above all; the inclination of the parties them- 
selves. I was always a stickler for the belief, 
that almost every thing is attainable by per- 
sevcrence. The question therefore stands thus : 
have you carefully examined all the important 
bearings on the great change you are about to 
undergo? Have you a mind capable of sup- 
porting you under every difficulty and privation 
that you must expect to meet during the first 
two or three years undertaking ? if' you have 
carefully decided in favour of these questions 
then do I unhesitatingly say, beyond all doubts 
you are the person who should emigrate ! It 
id often said that persons of sedentary em) 
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ployment should never think of goings to Ame^ 
rica^ this I feel myself bound to deny^—- or 
at least to remind my courteous readerB-^zs 
Moor says — '^ there is no rule, but has its ex- 
c:eptions !" I was bred to a sedentary profes-? 
sion, and believe me, I am by no means at a 
loss in handling the a;ce, the scythe, or the 
sickle ; all o\ which were strangers to me untill 
1 had passed my fortieth year. It is also asser- 
ted that the weavers can never make good settlers 
us farmers, when to ipy knowledge, the wea. 
vers who lel't Renfrew, and Lanerk shires; 
jire now become prosperous settlers, (and make 
very good farmers,) in the Bathurst district: 
and many others have from time to time at 
the representations and solicitations of their 
friends, been induced to relinquish the loom 
and shuttle, for the more hardy pursuits, ol 
farming, in the bosom of our sylvan^roves. 

Emigration, during the years of 1830^ 31. 
32. and also 33. raged to an unprecedented e?pr 
tent; a.nd I have no hesitation in saying, tliAt 
the number would have been doubled, if the 
advantages attendant on such a, change, could 
have been more generally known, and. duly 
appreciated. When will the. governmept of 
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Bafihoid, learn to look to the interest of her 
infant colonies ? it is in my opinion, beyond all 
controversy, that the miseries which so thickly 
encompass the trading interest of Great Bri- 
tain ; are mainly attributable to two sonrces. 
First, the high rentals, and enormous taxations; 
for the support of an arrogant and overwhelm- 
ing Aristocracy. And secondly, a superfluity of 
manufactures, and a paucity of consumers^ 
The only remedy therefore, that presents itself 
is the sending of the surplus population to 
people the rising colonies : this of course, if 
carried to a sufficient extent, would reduce the 
number of manufacturers and artisans at home^ 
to a proper ^and reasonable standard; while it 
would establ&h at the same time, an extensive 
market in Hie colonies for every article of british 
manufacture. 

To men with small incomes in the shape tf 
annuity, Canada presents a fair field of settle- 
ment, and particularly to half-pay-officers of 
the army and navy, whose previous habits of 
living, has in most cases rendered them more 
capable of bearing the hardships they must at 
first expect to encounter. The sums of money 
they will be in receipt of periodically, will ena* 
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ble them to support their families with comfort 
daring the first several .years of their location 
will furnish many of the couveniences and lux- 
uries of life, and will afterwards form the means 
of educating their children ; and placing th^n 
on that scale of reputable society, which their 
feelings dictate : a duty they never would be 
able to accomplish in their own countr 

Mechanics who will most readily find em- 
ployment are, carpenters, blacksmiths, masons, 
bricklayers, millwrights, shipwrights, millers, 
'tanners, shoemakers, in fact, all such trades 
as are commonly required in a country that 
owes its support to agriculture ; tailors are at 
present not much in requisition, unless they 
feel a confidence in their ability to wield the 
axe, as dexterously as they handle the bodkin 
and shears. Mechanics of all denominations 
will do well to consult their abilities and incli- 
nations, to occasionally work out; as it is 
probable, from the great distress that prevails 
in all the manufacturing districts at home, and 
the numbers that are constantly availing them, 
selves of emigration ; the time may pot be far 
distant, when we may be greatly overstocked 
with that class of society; and by drafting 



INFORMANT, 15 

tbem from tiirte to time into agricnltural pursuits^ 
we may be enabled to keep our balance true. 
I have jast said^ tailors are not wanted^ and I 
perceive I have omitted to assign a reason; 
and as I conceive that respectable body is 
justly entitled to a reason, I will give it now 
before it slips my memory ; well then, it is this, 
as most persons bring out a little stock of cloth- 
ing with them, and as by patching and con- 
triving (all of which their wives can do very 
well,) they are enabled to mb on pretty tole- 
rably for the first several years ; th^re would be 
bat a sorry prospect for persons of that profes- 
sion, who might emigrate under the impression 
of pursuing their avocation to advantage. To 
all however the chances are open, and it is my 
firm belief, that there is not a single trade or 
occupation, from which we might not be able 
to select very many, who by diligence and per* 
seyetence would make very good Canadian 
farmers ; especially when we take into the ac 
count, that they would be free from prejudice; 
and would therefore he anxious to obtain infor- 
mation, and would at all times lay open^to 
conviction. 
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In the Mother comitry, the most serioiii 
consideratioa to an anxioas parent, is how hm 
can provide for a numeroiis familjr ; the small 
tradesmen and fanners <of the pnes^vt day, mm 
most of them so straitened in their circamstan- 
cesy as to require all the mental and physical 
efforts in their povver to obtain a subsistenoet 
and their ohildren (after they hay« done all for 
them within Uie limits of their power ; by giviaif 
ihem an education^ and perchance a trade,) 
are sent into the world to seek their fortune^ 
probably without a shilling, to straggle with 
the overwhelming competitors of an over- 
peopled^society. Or, perhaps, the parent is pre- 
maturely called hence, or laid upon his dying 
pillow, and suffering under all the keenest ex- 
citements of mental agonies, and exclaiming 
vdih quiveriDg accents as be <]caws his last 
breath , ^what is to become of my helpless child- 
ren ?" at the moment when his mind should be 
tranquil, that he might commend his soul to 
his Maker, and close his eyes in peace. If 
then yon consider the improvement of circum- 
stances that must accrue to every industrious 
colonist ; after the first difficulties have snbsi- 
4ded ; and the great value of a family, which in 
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the old coimtry is only, a source of paki; and 
aaxiety ; I am oertaia that the advantages will 
be 8o apparent, that no one with any strength 
of mind, or persevering spirit of industry » will 
hesitate, in a choice between a field, where 
there is unlimited scope for ability, and im- 
provement« and an ^chausted monopolized 
country, where the* whole of the lands, and 
manufactures, are rapidly passing into the 
hands of the few overwhelming capitalists. 



CHAPTER Il» 



M 



Good heaven ! what loriows f^looraed (bat psirting day. 
That caird them from their native walks away ; 
When thft poor exiles erery pleasure past, 
Hnnir nmnd their bowers, and fondly looked their last, 

# « « m^ # « ^ 

And shiid'ring still to face thn distant deep, 
RetnrnM and wept,' and stiH returned to weep !^ 



I cannot pass over this scene, without pau- 
sing for a moment to contemplate the picture 
in all its loveliness,—! do not mean — like the 
knight (^ the woeful countenance, to go in quest 
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of melancholy adventurefi, *-but there is ft pe- 
culiar something in a scene like this, of such 
exquisite sensibility, such light and shade, snob 
delicate touches of pure natare, such tbryUng 
ecstasies, and indiscribable emotions of hope 
and fear ! as I am sure the pencil of the great* 
est masters, — a Raphael, or an Angelo,-- 
-would fall very short in delineating ! when 
we behold the mixture of joy and sorrow depic^ 
ted on every countenance, the agonizing pangs 
of eternal separation ; — when we perceive the 
tears of loYC and ailection, chasing each other 
down the pallid cheek of our dearest associates; 
when we behold them suffering under the men* 
tal agonies of eternal separation t and when 
the faltering sound of — farewell for ever, breaks 
upon our ear; and we see them with stifling 
emotion, take the last sad look at their deser. 
ted, and once happy cottage; — and grasping 
their children, turn their steps toward the 
strand, with hearts too full for utterance!— 
but 1 will not proceed, — such deep sorrow- 
however interesting, is too painfal to dwell onf 
we will reverse the piotui'e, and regard ix as 
transient; and as an ordeal, through which it 
is necessary for us to pass, to tit our minds for 
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that fiittd separatHMy which aooD must bo the 
lot of all f — Siiic6 therefiire it is ordained, and 
•certainly fin* the wisesit ends» that we should 
disperse oorselTes, to seek out the best place 
for 8absistence» let us buckle fortune on our 
back, and support it with cheerfulness; in the 
foil assurance of the wordsof Pope, that ** what- 
weriSfis right.'' And now— '^courteous rea- 
der ;" we will if you please begin to prepare for 
the voyage. 

Having settled yoor business affairsi and 
collected in your monies due — I mean such of 
you as are fortunate enough to have any to col- 
lect, — ^you may next proceed to dispose of your 
moveable effects in the shape of furniture, to 
the highest bidder, for be assured they will not 
be worth the carrying across the Atlantic; and 
you may, if you have any ingenuity at all, make 
most of your articles for a Canadian establish- 
ment at your leisure, when you cannot pursue 
your avocation in the field. You may then go to 
market and buy such articles of clothing as your 
dnances will admit of, such as stout woollens, 
plenty of flannels, good warm worstcad hose, 
blankets, (if you have any carpctting do not 
sell that, provided you can afford to keep ity) 
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stout shoes yon may boy, b«t yoa need' not to 
at the expence of monnting them with nays or 
tips, not that I am f^pprehensWe of yoHr meet* 
ing the fate of Magnes^ but as our roads Ibr 
the most part are ^* pretty considerably mft^ I 
guess,*' they will by bo means be wanted ; edge 
tools you may bring, also- small farming imple^ 
ments ; a set of harrow's teeth, would not be 
amiss, a plastering trowel, and a glazier's dift^ 
mund, are highly essential, as, if yon are not 
your own builder entirely, you will find it of 
great importance to be able to finish yoar hoose 
yourself: every description of mechanical la- 
bour being very high here. Spades, haes, rakes, 
and garden tools in general^ of course you will 
not forget. Ironmongery in gaieral is deaf, 
nevertheless I would not recommend the bring- 
ing out of heavy articles ; as the expence ef 
conveying them from the sea-port towns te 
Upper Canada, would be more than their 
value. Bring a small assortment of seeds, 
particularly the potatoe oat^ Swedish fulmip, 
mangel-wurzel, trefoil, lucern ; in short,, a ge^ 
neral assortment of seeds should be bronght, 
as the place of your location may be at a 
great distunce from any market for those arti- 
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'cles ; and if you should not want them yourself 
you may readily dispose of them at a good price 
to those who stand in need. A few medicines for 
tbeyeyage will be indispensable^ particularly 
•of the purgative kind ; as a «ea voyage is cer- 
tain to produce co^veness : which if not timely 
relieved, would end fatally. The mediciiies 
therefoBe >that I would prescribe are, Epsom 
sails, a 4box of blue pills, castor oil, emetics 
nade up in «do8es, riinbarb, iand a little fever 
"Hiedicine. Be careful not to take powders, or 
other medicines in loose papers, as in that case 
they would soen be dissolved ; take also an 
ounce bottle of the sulphate of quinine, which 
you will find a certaiin cure for the ague, if you 
should have the ficility to meet with it at the 
place ef 3rour location: — this is a very dear 
article, and therefore you mrust consult your 
purse, as to the propriety of purchasing it. I 
mention the article, thinking it highly probable 
you may stand in need of it. — As medicine 
would be of little service, wbere there was no 
food to take precedence ; I may just as well 
mention a few articles of sustenance, before I 
proceed to en^bark you on your expedition. 
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The supply for the yictualing office de- 
partment shoDld be as economical as posMble, 
tiikiog care that you provide enough, for re- 
member it is a dreadful calamity to run out of 
pro^sion at sea. Of this I speak feelingly, 
having once aufiered severely on that scfare* 
Although the passage is often made in six 
weeks, and sometimes less, yet it would be 
extremely injudicious, to lay in provisions f<»r 
less than sixty days, and then it is necessary 
that the strictest economy should be observed* 
I would decidedly reeommend for a fhmily, er 
lyhere there is a party intending to mess to* 
gether, the plan of rations ; otherwise by the 
improvidence of some one or more of the party, 
it is likely after all your vigilence in providing, 
that you may have to put yourself on very 
short allowance, before the termination of the 
passage. The amount of outlay for provisions^ 
will be about 3/. for an adult ; for a large= 
party messing together a little less may be mad^ 
to suffice, as for instance, a lesser quantity o^ 
tea, and some other articles. As to the speclficz 
articles of provisions, that must depend upo^c 
the taste and inclinations of the parties thenk^ 
selves, therefore after mentioning ^hat are bei^ 
calculaied for the occasion, I will leave you t ^ 
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manage the matter in you own way ; conceiving 
thai you are better calculated to cater for your- 
self, than I to perform the office for you. And 
now for the bill of fare: ship bread, carefully 
packed in a cask, beef or pork salted down 
close in a cask, hams, I would recommend, as 
sometimes, when the weather is boisterous and 
you cannot cook, you may manage to toast a 
slice of ham, which with a biscuit will relish 
very well, plenty of oatmeal, for the women 
and children in sea sickness, flour for puddings, 
better than much meat ; red herrings, an excel" 
lent rellish, apples or raisins, good in sickness, 
rice for boiling, a good light food while the 
stomach is weak, butter, lard, for frying, tea, 
coffee, eggs, packed in salt, with the small 
ends downwards, vinegar, pickles, cheese, onions 
pepper, mustard, ginger, and a few common 
spices, cabbage will keep good at sea for a week 
or ten days, a little brandy, for sickness, porter 
•ft bottles, and carefully packed, soap is of no 
service at sea, as you cannot use it with salt 
water, and you must on no account use the 
fresh water for washing; nevertheless a small 
inece would not be amiss in some particular 
purposes for the children ; as you may occa- 

K 



24 KM1GRANT*tf 

sHmly spare a littie water out of your daily 
allowance, provided you have not too many 
thirsty souls in your party ; cream or milk 
may l>c kept good ibr the whole of the passage, 
by boiling it and adding two pounds of loaf 
sugar to the quart, {fii*st letting it get half cool,) 
and Uien bottle it ; — this may seem expensive^ 
l>ut when it is considered that your tea will 
not require much extra sugar, the expence is 
trifling. Be careful that your provisions are 
all well packed in strong casks or boxes; or 
with the rolling of the vessel, you will soon 
have them spoiled. See well to the packing 
and securing of all your luggage before it is 
taken on board, and do not make your pack- 
ages very large. If you take money on board, 
look well to the security of it ; and it vrill be 
<)uite prudent not to boast of your riches, 
whilst passing from shore to shore. The safest 
mode of conveying money, will be to lodge it 
with I. Wilson and Co. of Austen Friars, A gen t« 
in London, for the Bank of Upper Canada* 
taking an acknowledgment, and then you may 
4lraw it as you please, after your arrival there; 
ireceiving the premium of the day, on the ex- 
change, which is .generally about from 10 to 15 
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percent. butofcoTtrse varies a little; the 
Tereign is worth about 28j; carrency, that 
is Sis. to the dollar, and the dollar yon knoMr 
may be purchased for 45. 3c(. in England, ^f 
any or the money exchangers, and deakrs in 
bullion; (some of which arc to bo l<Hind in 
every sea-port town.) Is. sterling passes hero 
for Is. 2d. of our currency. Messrs. Smith, 
Payne, and Smith, Lombard -street, are agents 
for Quebec, and Montreal; or the Canada 
Company's office, in St. Helenas Place, Bishop's- 
gate-street, London, will receive deposits for 
intending emigrants; and you have th^n the 
same liberty of drawing yoar money here ; you 
are bv no means expected to purchase land of 
them, \pi^ that account, if you prefer making a 
purchase elsewhere. 

Having advanced thus far in the business> 
you had better now proceed in search of a vessel ; 
in doing which you cannot act with too much 
caution. In the first place therefore I deem it 
necessary to inform you, that there is an act 
of. parliament for regulating these matters, 
( "9 Geo. 4, cap. 21.") of which the following 
are the principal provisions : — *' Ships are not 
allowed to carry passengers to these colo- 



96 RMIGRANT'8 

nies unless thoy be of the height of five feet and 
a half between decks, and they must not car^ 
more than three passengers for every four tons 
of the registered burthen ; there must be on 
board at least fifty gallons of pure water, and 
fifty pounds of bread, biscuit, oatmeal, or 
bread-stuff, for each passenger. Masters of 
Tessels, who land passengers, unless with their 
own consent, at any place different from that 
originally agreed upon, are subject to a penalty 
of 30/« recoverable by summary process, before 
two justices of the peace in any of the North 
American Colonies. The enforcement of this 
law rests chiefly with the officers of His Majes- 
ty's Customs ; and persons having complaints 
to make of its infraction, should address them- 
selves to the nearest custom-house.'* I recom- 
mend that emigrants should stipulate for the 
use of the water-closet. Passages to Quet)ec, 
may be obtained at a very low rate, particu- 
larly from the western ports, as most of the 
timber ships go out in ballast, but with these 
and most other trading vessels you are liable 
to be kept waiting for two or three weeks : the 
Captain^s object being to obtain as many pas- 
sengers as he can. This often proves a serious 
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evil : to avoid which therefore as much as pos- 
sible^ do not pay your deposit money untill 
you have ascertained pretty correctly the day 
of sailing ; and then stipulate the day on which 
you are to go on board ; this will avoid the 
expenco of lodgings, and also of spending a 
considerable deal of loose money, by hanging 
about in public-houses The Captains and 
Agents invariably ask more for a passage than 
they may be induced to take ; you may there- 
fore venture to offer at least one third less than 
they propose : and in some instances half, 
especially if there are several vessels about to 
sail for the same port ; therefore do not be in 
baste to conclude a bargain* The majority of 
persons seem to recommend a passage to Quebec 
or Montreal, .as being generally obtained for 
less money : but if you take into the account, 
the liability, (especially to those who come out 
early ib the spring,) of being blocked in with 
the ice for two or three weeks, by the breaking 
up of the frost ; aAid the dangerous navigation 
of the Stf Lawrence at that time, 1 think the 
balance will be found to be in favour of a pas- 
sage ky New York. And although it is argued 
that transhipment of baggage by the latter route 
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18 a great inconyenienee : I think one eqnaO^ 
formidable presents itself, in the former roate^ 
by the immense charges imposed upon you for 
coDTeyaoce of your luggage from Montreal ta 
the head of Lake Ontario ; there being at pre- 
sent comparatively few boats ranning on diat 
linCy while on the contrary, the number of boats 
on the Erie canak keep alive a competition^ 
which render their charges low, and in most 
instances you may contrive to pass yoar lag- 
gage free of any charge : unless it is very bulky 
there is seldom any notice taken, and in that 
case the charge is very trifling ;: uoder all the 
circumstances, I think f would recommend a 
passage to New York. And of those vessels^ 
the regular line of packets, have a decided pre- 
ference there is no waiting for freight, or pas* 
sengers; their days of sailing are adveitised, 
and on those days they invariably put to sea: 
if the wind is adverse, a steamer is engaged to- 
tow them out of harbour. Their ships are al- 
ways well manned & found ; and their Captains- 
are steady and experienced men. The charge 
for an adult in the steerage is 5/. for which 
they undertake to find you in water, furf, and 
a bed'pl'dce, without bedding : if a family or 
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a, party are ab«at to sail together, it is best t^ 
have an iaterview with the Captain, who yon 
wUI geuerally find on board ; when yon will 
have an opportunity of seeing the yesscl, and 
making your bargain with him, which in all 
cases is a decided advantage. 

And now having made your arrangements 
with the Captain, you may proceed to getting 
your linage oit board, taking care to secure 
skll wdl prex^onil to sailing, electing and other- 
wise, that they may not be tumbled from side 
to side, by ihe rolling and pitching of the vessel. 
You must also remember to keep such boxes as 
yon may have occasion frequently to open, in 
the most convenient place for that purposct 
:this will save much confusion when on board. 
A few nails to hang up some of your small ar- 
ticles will be found very useful. 

Your cooking gear may consist of the fol- 
lowing : frying-pan, pot, or saucepan, tea kettle 
a tin baking dish or two, with wooden bowls 
and trenchers, tin drinking cups, tin slop pail, 
if any children, — a lantern. 

The worst clothes you have will be good 
.enough, a jacket and trowsers are best suited 
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to the purpose, check shirts if yoQ hitve them, 
if not the worst you have wili answer; clean* 
Ilness bein^ all that is necessary, and that is 
indispensable. 

And now having given yon all the neces*- 
sary precaution, and having conducted you 
safe on board, — conceiving that I can be of no 
furtlier service for the present, — ^being at best 
but a very indifferent nurse, I will take my 
leave, wishing you health and happiness; and 
a pleasant passage across the Atlantic, when I 
will be ready to receive you, to conduct you to 
the promised land. 
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CHAPTER III 

** By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, 
we wept, when we remembered Zion« 

We hanged onr harps apon the willows in the midst 
thereof." 



There is a melancholy in the retrospect of 
happy by- gone days, and scenes of felicity 
that have for ever passed away ; which those 
who have never experienced, are but little cal- 
culated to describe. When we glance at that 
country we have just quitted, that spot of 
earth, which still contains, many that are most 
dear to us ; on whom we may never expect to 
look again with the eye of mortality ! When 
we turn our thoughts to the land of our nativity ; 
the place wherein we first saw the light, and 
where our infancy was reared ; where our child- 
hood sported, and tender youth grew into 
manhood ; where all our dearest connections 
ivere formed!— The well-known fields and 
mountains, the glassy brook, and long-remem- 
bered oak, whose branches have so often shel- 
tered us from noontide hent ; — the village bells. 
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^he iry mantled tower of the long frequented dis- 
tant church : — when the imagination tarns to 
trace those scenes of departed joy ; — when we 
were youngs and fond images of bliss, floated be- 
fore us ; with many a bright hope of happy days 
to come ; — the remembrance of which, awakens 
sensations of such exquisite melancholy, that 
nature melts within us ! 

But as it is our lot, let us rejoice in the 
goodness of the Creator, who orders all things 
for the wisest ends : who would never separate 
us, if it were good that we should remain to- 
gether ; and while we regret the absence of our 
relations and friends, let us remember that we 
have a friend, who will dwell with us, and sup- 
port us under every difficulty that may encom- 
pass us ! Let us remember that a calm and 
contented mind, and a placid resignation to the 
will of Heaven, is best calculated to soften our 
afflictions, and is the best thanks we can offer 
to our Creator, for preserving us in the hour 
of danger ! 

We must continue to love our native country, 
as the nurse and guardian of our early years! 
But it is necessary that our steady attention 
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should now be turned to the undertaking we 
bave embarked in. So al*ter greeting you on 
your happy arrival we will proceed to businestf. 

Being once more on terra-firma^ you must 
look well toyourluggage, as you will be * be^et dfa 
all sides with cads of eyery description, offering 
their services ; some will kindly undertake the 
charge of your baggage, others are for convey- 
ing it away, some will be for engaging you at 
once with a steamer to Albany ; or sending you 
pel-mell to Philadelphia, Washington, or New 
Orleans, and- not a few you will find, tendering 
their escort to a '^ tavern," or pointing out the 
best lodgings. 

As there wQl necessarily be some little 
detention in getting clear of the Custom- House, 
you may after refreshing yourselves, employ your 
leisure, in taking a peep at the grand Emporium 
of the Uniied States. 

New York, from its local advantages is 
evidently well situated : and from its extensive 
commercial intercourses, and the enterprising 
spirit of the inhabitants ; is likely at no very 
distant period to become one of the finest Cities 
m the World. The houses are generally well 
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built of brick, Mrith Venetian blinds outside the 
windows* Many of the large hooses and public 
buildings, are of native, or Italian marble. 
The streets are very wide, and for the most 
part planted with a row of trees on each side at 
the edge of the road ; the hotels and taverns 
are chiefly of the very first order ; the markets 
are good, and well supplied with poultry, fruits, 
and luxuries of all kiuds: and every article 
necessary for the table. The churches are nu- 
merous, handsome, and well attended : an evi- 
dence that there is no necessity for supporting 
religion by acts of parliament, but that it pros- 
pers most when left to its own resources. Evils 
existing in the Church of England are wholly 
unknown to her daughter here. 

Carpenters, brick-makers, and bricklayers, 
I think would generally find employment here^ 
as during the summer, building is carried on 
to a very great extent: — rents are immensely 
high. 

New York, being open at all times to the 
sea, and being situated on an island, with the 
Hudson River on one side, and East River on 
the other ; where vessels can with facility dis- 
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charge, or take in cargo, — cannot fail to be of 
the greatest consequence to the shipping in- 
terest : aad being at the confluence of the Hud- 
son« and several other rivers ; it is certain oi* 
maintaining an extensive and increasing inter- 
nal navigation. 

Having now seen all that is worthy of ob- 
servation here, without stopping to spend yonr 
money in places of amusement, you may put 
yourself on board the first steamer for Albany, 
distance 150 miles, tee fare one dollar, children 
half price, if a party are going together you 
may make a bargain (in all probability) for 
less, — but in such case you had better have a 
written agreement -.—take with you provisions 
for twenty-four hours. 

The North river; or Hudson, is a noble 
fiiream running in a straight line, with the 
Palisades (as they are called,) on the left, 
which is a ridge of perpendicular mountains, 
rising to the height of 150 to 500 feet, above the 
level of the river; whose summits are covered 
with dense forests, occasionally relieved by 
openings, that discover streams down which 
immense quantity of timber is floated from the 
interior woods. This ridge of monutains 
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stretching along the side of the river, for a dis* 
tance of 30 miles, forms an interesting coHtrast 
to the more lowly and picturesque appearance 
exhibited on the opposite banks As you ad* 
vance, the scenery becomes exceedingly beau<^ 
tiful, the bold and diversified appearance- of th^ 
mountains ; the lofty summits of which, some 
rearing their gigantic heads to the height qS 
1500 feet, above the level of the water ; wbose 
gracefully rounded summits, seem to vie in fer- 
tility, with the vallies beneath : the delightful 
meandering of the stream, with towns, village3> 
. and houses, springing up in every direction. 
The distant woodland scenery ; with the gracfk 
ful slopes of the intersecting pastures, and herds 
feeding ; aided by the glowing brightness 9f.,{t 
aerene atmosphere, present at once to the 
sense . of vision, a most pleasing and magni^fi* 
cent/ spectacle. The Katskili mountains, aire 
the most remarkable, forming a sublime ap- 
pearance ; with the clouds floating on the bosom 
of the gentle breezes, far below their majestic 
extremities. Fifty miles from New York, ,is 
West Point ; where Major Andr^ was executed 
during the revolutionary war. A military col- 
. lege is erected here, said to be the best in the 
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Union ; the annual cost is about 2S00/. tliere 
are also some remains^ of small forts to be seen 
on the banks of the river ; and especially on the 
upper shores. 

In the higUands of the Hudson, there are 
occasionally rocks of a more rude appearance 
to be seen ; whose sterile tops present them- 
selves to the eye of the traveller, above the in- 
termingled branches that surround them. 

Pine Orchard House on the Katskill moun- 
tains^ at an elevation of 2600 feet above the level 
of the river bdow, is worthy the attention of the 
traveller, and is near the village of Katskill; 
'Which is a very respectable little place, con- 
tauHng many smart shops, several good taverns* 
two large churches, and various other build- 
ings ; occupying a spacious street ; with coaches 
Bnd other vehicles, and all the dashing and 
lively appearance of a large cityi although 
within the comparative compass of a nut shell. 
Mountain House is likewise a very superb 
.hotel upon another eminence of the same moun- 
tains ; thirteen miles from Katskill town, and 
thirty from Albany. 

As the following interesting particulars 
may not be unacceptable to my reader, which I 
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extract from the notes of Nathaniel Grould, Esq. 
of London, I will take the liberty of famishing 
them here. 

*' I obtained a carriage and an excellent 
pair of horses to proceed to the Mountain 
House, called thirteen miles, for one dollar and 
a quarter, being the regular stage fare ; I was 
the only passenger in the boat, that stopped 
here, and the preceeding boat had filled two 
coaches with parties proceeding to the Hotd. 
For four or six miles the country undulates— 
much as in Sussex, which it partly resembles, 
from the young growth of timber, where left 
uncleared, being like hop-pole plantations. At 
seven miles we come to the half-way -house^ 
and here begins a most severe ascent. We 
had overtaken the other coaches, and most 
of us got out to walk. For myself, I walked 
all the remaining distance. The road, though 
extremely bad, must have been an expensive 
undertaking to the owner of the house. It is 
through a pine forest, the land not worth a 
gift. Here, for the first time, I saw what has 
since been common enough with me — a sample 
of corduroy road. It is made of trunks of trees 
laid closely together acroiss the road ; it is the 
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eommon mode of making roads through swamps 
or wet forests in America, Canada, and Rus- 
sia, in fact, in all new and woody countries. 
The darkness had gathered upon us, and I was 
so exhausted with fatigue that I found myself 
alone. The wood-robin, with a tone like the 
blackbird, and the " whip-poor-wiir were very 
numerous : the latter appears to be a species 
of goat-sucker, night-hawk, or fern owl. We 
passed two small lakes, where the bull-frogs 
broke the stillness of the night. We arrived 
long before the carriages, and made ourselves 
comfortable for tea. 

^^ As a view of the sun rising from this emi- 
nence, is among the principal objects of curiosity 
here, we got to bed as soon as possible. The 
whole household was stiring before three o'clock; 
but a dense fog obscured every thing. We 
looked down upon a sea of clouds, having pre- 
•cisely the appearabce described by Balloon 
travellers, and although it was perfectly fine 
during the day with us, we did not see the 
valley, or the river, till six in the evening, 
when a small patch was visible ; we afterwards 
found that the day had been clear below us* 
.although the clouds liad looked lowering. I 
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^as surprised here at seebig liglhthiVig proetiA 
out of a light fleecy d<Aid. il^is house has hectt 
built by a company to atti^att Vteitdts ; it is vcfry 
large, and built ^ith grciat show ; it had hot 
season ))etweeu 400 and 600 tfcshors at one 
time ; the expence of the btdlAng, (although 
it is all of woody and cat on the spot), and tiie 
road to it, must have been great ; the Luidlord 
teHs me not more than 80,000 dollars, or ander 
7,000/. Both House and coantry, are wdl 
worth visiting, — ^the situation romantic — placed 
on the edge of a table rode, 2,580 leet aboft 
the river, surrounded with mountains covered 
with pine forests, and intersected by tremen- 
dous ravines ; it is kept by Mr. Webb, ai 
Englishman, of pleasing manners, and attentive 
to his guests. It is said that Ron nd-top, tbe 
most elevated situation in the neighbourhood, 
is 3,700 feet above the level of the sea, but I 
should much doubt this. Waggons were hired 
lor the ladies, & the gentlemen walked through 
tlic wood to the Falls, or Cascades ; the see- 
i;€ry is very picturesque, in style more like (he 
Falls of Fyers, in Scotland, than any others 
I have seen ; the iirst Fall is 176 feet, the 
second UO, after which is a continuation of 
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Falls e^nd Rapids^ for a considerable distance. 
Iminense masses of shelving rock, over-hanjs; the 
abyss ; I thr^w niyself on one of them, as CqJ- 
Hoa*» di^^^riptioQ, of dstnger occured to me — 



** Or tlbrowR him oa the shehrin^ steep. 
Of aqne huge hanj^iag rock to sleep.' 



» 



The snparstraUim is of a much harder 
nature than the under which is continuaHy 
mouldering away, leaving the snrfacc rock 
overhanging to a great distance ; this is the 
case at most of the great Falls in America, and 
Canada, so th$it the shute of water may be 
passed behind. The quantity of water here, 
would be insignificant, were it not that a man 
who has erects a small house, with refresh- 
ments for visitors, confines it by a dam, whk^h 
be opens, and lets down water in sufficient 
quantity whea ha is paid. Wc went to the 
bottom and stood on what is called '^ Rip Van 
Winkle's Stone/' whilst the dam was opened ; 
we afterwards went behind the water, — the 
effects of the cold air rushing against the face 
and breast is curious, and is the same in a less 
de^ep, as that produced at the Falls of N iugai'a. 
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" The guide fired a gun repeatedly ; the n- 
verberation was grand. Coojier, in his noveb 
has occasionally described it ; the sonnd was 
sent back from the highest part of the moon- 
tains, aboat 16 miles off. The gan was four 
feet three in the barrel, smooth, but with a rifle 
sight ; the bore 36 balls to the pound ; cost 16 
dollars. He says, '^ he is sure of a Buck at a 
hundred yards :" it puts me at once in mind of 
the '^ long Carabine/' in Cooper's novel. 

The whole of this is original forest, not worth 
clearing ; indeed it is a wonder how the trees find 
root in it ; many of the largest are seen in all 
the forests, either lying down in various states 
of decomposition, or standing dead ; scorched 
with fire at the foot, or blasted with lightning 
at the top. There is a great variety of trees 
here, and some magnificent flowering shrubs. 
Eagles are seen floating above, and wolves, 
bears, and deer, arc in the neighbouring 
forest, the latter frequented the two lakes, 
but are getting sliy as visitors become more 
abundant. In the lakes arc cat-fish, but no 
eels, above the fall. T copied the English 
names from the guide's book, and to my sur- 
prise, there were only nine in the twelve month* 
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** On the side of the two small Iakes> the 
trees are dead, or dying ; some Imd fallen> 
others had been cut down, leaving the ground 
in a state very similar to our timber mosses in 
Scotland, and Ireland, when the bog is re- 
moved ; and as more trees fall, the water seems 
to encroach, and the bog earth to cover the de. 
cayed trees, till in process of time it becomes 
peat moss. That Scotland, Ireland, and the 
north of England, now so destitute of trees, 
were once covered like this country, cannot be 
doubted ; but there is in this country, in some 
degree, the appearance of newness — I mean that 
the country does not appear old enough in its 
formation of superstratum, to exhibit such con- 
firmed mosses as the Old World. The strong 
anticeptic quality of moss-water does not exist, 
though the colour is nearly the same. I well 
remember a few miles from Killin, in Perth- 
shire, in Scotland, the commencement of a moss 
in a similar manner. When at Dunkeld, the 
head forester of the Duke of Athol mentioned 
to me a tradition that the Romans had burned 
the forests when they could advance no further; 
the appearance of fire is certainly not unfre- 
juent in the trees dug out of the bogs,'* 
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The number of visitants to mountain house 
mentioned in the prcceiMling naratirc, will con- 
vey you some idea of the extent to which trairck 
ling is carried in the United States: Acr 
steamers are immensely large, from six to sevei 
hundred tons burthen, and the style of their 
fittin<rs is elegant ia the extreme; with every 
accommodation and luxury on board. Theae 
moving palaces carry from one hundred, to 
three hundred passengers daily throughout tbe 
season, and are propelled at from ten to 
twelve miles an hour. 

After leaving Catskill, and passing the vil- 
lage of Athens, you next arrive at the pretty 
little thriving town of Hudson ; situated on the 
western bank of the river. This town contains 
many er^celient stores, and taverns, and other 
good buildings. From here to Albany, which 
is about thirty miles, there is little to interest 
the traveller ; the country for the most part 
consisting of flat forest and mountain scenery 
interspersed with many good farms in the pos- 
session of old dutch settlers. 

Albany, is a large old, well-situated^ and 
well-built town ; and is, 1 think, an improving 
town* It is the seat of Governmeut of the State 
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of New York ; which will always render it a 
(dace of importance^ and the trade of the Erie, 
ttid eastern canals, cannot fail of insuring it a 
permanent prosperity. It is worthy of remark, 
that in one season, from the 20th of April, to 
£he 1st of September, the immense number of 
6000 canal boats, entered inwards, and as many 
proceeded out. 

The town stands upon an acclivity, at the 
highest elevation of which, and in the centre of 
ihc head of the town, stands the Capital, where 
meet the Assembly, the Senate, the Supreme 
Council, and the County Court ; the building 
contains the State Library, which by the bye, is 
very inconsiderable. The population is about 
20,000, among whom are many wealthy Mer- 
chants. The Hotels are of the first order, and 
in the summer season well filled with company, 
who are passing on their way to, & from the Cana- 
das ; or going on pleasure parties — " J guess" 
to the Saratoga springs, sixteen miles above 
Albany, in a north-west direction, or about nine 
miles to the north of the Erie Canal on the route to 
Upper Canada. These springs from their powerflil 
saline qualities, were formerly frequented by deer 
and other animals, for the *^ ticks,** hut haa'nOw 
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become a place ol'fiuhionaUe resort for "Brother 
Jonathan fltUncle San." llicise waters are all d^ 
them moderately dulybeate, and arc much 
teemed; a " pntty omMidarable" quantity dS 
one of them, <tig«i;fiaJ by the name of "thfi 
Coo|;reM," being bottled and seat to all parti^ 
of tbo UnioD. 

The conKresA Hall is an immense woodei 
bnildin^, their stories bi^ and 200 feet io the 
Jeogth of its front; with. a gallery 20 ft;et wida 
from end to eud, and having Msventeen coliimni 
to snpport its roof; it is well sheltered from' 
the rain and snn, and forms a very excellent 
loouge. The charge of living at these Hottte' 
(for there are several others) Is aboat ei^t tiK 
ten Dollars per week. 'Hie greatest cniiostf 
is Roaud Rock Spring, which rises frbm aa 
orifice in the top of a conical RocV, five feet 
high. 

The town of Balston eight miles hence is 
becoming a rival to Saratoga, having several 
springs rather more of the chalybeate, than sa- 
line propensities. Balston is the memorable 
battle groand, where General Bni^oine in 1777 
was forced to surrender: when 6000 British 
trQ(;ps laid down their arms to the Americans: 
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' Besides tbede^ there is the Town of Troy, 
^n the Hudson, e^a. ^urt distance from Albany. 
Ajfid also Wateiif5rd, at the confluence of the 
Mohawk ^ver^ a neat little town, with a popu- 
lation amounting to about 1400. Near this 
place, is the Cahoes, or great falls of the Mo- 
hawk ; i^ river here is about a quarter of a 
iiiilewide,*amd runs^with an immense force in 
a deep chtonel, between perpendicular rocks of 
from 50 to 1 00 feet in height. The fall which is the 
whole breadth of the river, rushes with ama- 
zing impetuosity oyer a curved declivity, of 60, 
or 70 feet. ' At a short distance from hence, the 
Erie Canal is carried by an aqueduct of 748 feet, 
over the river. 

Near Troy, is situated the celebrat^ vil- 
lage of Shakers, called Niskuyana ; this is an 
extremely neat Village, and the members are a 
very industrious people performing every office 
ofhandicraft tor the supply of their own wants 
within" themselves; they are also celebrated 
gardeners; tffeir seeds are so high in repute, 
that you; commonly see placarded in the shop 
" Shaker^s seeds sold here," The society has 
been in existence about 40 years, and consist of 
l)etween 400 to 600 members : they hold their 

FI 
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goodR iBcoinflioB, and Ummw wk^joia tibenirei- 
der all thek pcopertf to the eonmoa alock. 

Sandy-hiU, is a small tow% whane the UaA- 
si>a is joined by a canal, which uaitai it witk 
Lake Qiamplain^ at another towtt called Whits- 
ball ; trom benee you may proceed by water, 
to Ticondcrogo« or, to the lovers of oatmat 
beauty, I would recommend the taking the 
sta<;c from Sandy-bill, before-mentioned, to 
Caldwell, at the southern extremity of Laks 
George, where tbey may be conveyed by the 
Steamer direct to Ticonderogo^ and thence down 
the delightful Lake Champlain to Burlington 
Bay; from whence they may be conveyed Iqr 
coach to Boston City on the American coasts 
or to the British province of Lower Canada; 
but as it is the intention of my traveller to 
proceed to the upper province, we will return 
at onoe to bead quarters. 

Albany, from the constant ingress and egress 
of travellers, proceeding in all directions, is a 
scene of continued bustle. In addition to the 
steam and tow i)oats that are continually arri- 
ving and departing, there are Coaches running 
m all cUpectioDs, so that the traveller has at 
all times, — or at least during the sununer sea- 
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SOD, an opportunity of consulting bis inclination, 
or his purse, as to the course he may be in- 
cUned to pursue. 

Many of the oldest inhabitants of Albany, 
are descendants of Dutch families, and in the 
town are some nemains ot Dutch buildings; 
here is also a large fur-cap manufactory, which 
emi^oys a great number of fenitiles, at from 
six to eight dollars a w^ck. Here, as in 
most of the large towns of the States, is a prevail- 
ing custom among the trades- people, and others 
resident in the town, of dining at the Tavern, 
irom wbsch custom the ladies are by no means 
exempt; the dinner hour is generally one 
o'clock, and is announced by the ringing oi a 
beU, something like the custom in many of our 
small towns in England, on a market day ; to 
assemble the farmers to the market table — fa 
an instant you will find them assembling from 
all directioas, and with a magical quickness, 
that woald remind yon strongly of the wand of 
an EUx, or a Bologna, the company are seated 
to dinner; the ladies generally grouping them- 
selves at one end of the tat4e : the operation of 
dissection immediately coinmenf<*R, and in the 
space of something like a ** Yorkfninute," very 
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many of the chickens, and other delicacies, will 
have performed a transit to the plates of the 
surroanding assailants, while the ** Apple-sauce' 
and*' long satfce'^will be making their evolu 
tions and revolutions in every part of the table. 
The ceremony of dining is dispatched with that 
sort of celerity, so familiar to coach travellers 
in England, where twenty minutes is the time 
allowed for €(6t;otirmgf that, for which the modest 
Landlord will, in some instances, do you the 
Javour to pat down the moderate sum of 6s. 
including one Brandy-bottom, when the well- 
known sonnd of the bagle, accomf»anied by the 
familiar words of tke coach is waiting gentlemen 
breaks upon the ear of che panic stricken cor- 
morant, just as he is about to take a clean plate 
for a slice from the delicate breast of a fine roas- 
ted Tuikey. The Americans seldom take up 
much time at their meals ; they eat quickly, and 
generally rise from the table as soon as the 
meal has concluded ; seldom remaining to in- 
dulge in the delights of the circling glass after 
the removal of the cloth: this sometimes proves 
a source of disappointment, to a TurtU-eating 
Citizen of London, who may have crossed for 
the purpose of dining with ** brother Jonathau^ 
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and who ii mil be no great sireich of the inup- 
gination to helievty has made up his mind to 
take a cool com fchrtabU two bottles of the black' 
fmce of Oporto, with his transatlantic neig^hbour» 
The charges at the taverns are very mode- 
rate, being for the most part a quarter of a 
dollar for each meal, which may very fairly ac- 
count for the very mcany of the trades-people 
prefering to dine at them ; by which they ensure 
a .sumptuous dinner, and save all the trouble 
and expense of cooking at home. There is 
another thing worthy of observation, that like 
the Companies Coach, from Bristol to London^ 
there is no fees to servants. On leaving your 
Hotel, yon are not pestered with — please to re- 
member the chamber-maid, — the waiter Sir, — 
your honour forgot the boots, — the porter Sir, 
for putting your luggage on the Coach, — and all 
this just as you are buttoned upt and got your- 
self comfortably seated for your departure. 
This I think speaks volumes in favour of Ame- 
rican establishments^ and would, if emulated in 
England, be of infinite advantage to the great 
body of Ck)mmercial Men, who are constantly 
moving in that country, as it would supersede 
the necessity of penciling the several items in the 



as llfiQRAIIT'8 

comer of the bill, to be distributed among si One 
domestics of the establisbment, which to tftoae 
knighU oftk$ Modddle^bag who ftre-— '^ out itewn 
months qf the twelve," — would form a fwd 
capable of supporting a moderate family at 
home. 

In the American Taverns is one large room 
fior tiie nsc of persons of all denominatioiis> 
wishing to *^ take a drink," or to which yo»have 
free liberty of access, supposing you to possess 
no inclination of the before-mentioned kind; 
here you will find them pacing up and down, 
conversing on politics, and the varioua topics 
of the day, or engaged in business transactions^ 
smoking cigars, and spitting in all divectioas, 
some you will find *^ taking a stretch" vpon the 
benches, and not a few lolling back in their 
chair with their feet placed *^ elegantly** against 
the wall, or stuck up against the chimney-piece^, 
or upon the hobs, till in some instances they 
bum their boots. 

The dress of the American Citizens especi- 
ally the Ladies, is generally gay, wanting titat 
neatness which characterizes the Ladies of Bog - 
land ; there is an assimilation in dress, and to 
a great extent in mauuers with the French Na- 
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tion^ tbey ave wniformly easy, and affalde; 
embarrassment 1 believe is unknown to tbem. 
Thciy are for the most part intelligent^ and are 
much more conversant with our Authors, and 
our politics, than the majority of our own people, 
and are capable of holding up a comer in con- 
versation on any subject. It is said by some 
travellers that they are continually taunting 
the English with their superior prowess, in the 
late war ; this I cannot subscribe to, beyond 
the admission that they sometimes talk a little 
load on the mention of the Shannon, and the 
Qiesapeake, Not a few travellers assert their 
antipathy to the English; to this I answer, 
that if there is any dislike, it must be to the 
English Government, and not to the people : 
and I am not aware that the * British Govern- 
ment, in any of their /ormer acts, did anything 
to win the affections of the American people, 
Hie generallity of the Americans in this part of 
the Union, appear to be well satisfied with 
their Government, although it is not by any 
means the case in the southern states. The 
Americans are very communicative, ask many 
^nestions, and seem peculiarly interested in the 
affairs of the English ; and I may add, in the 
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English themselves ; and the Ladies are carious 
in the extreme^ in examining the dresses of their 
eastern visitors ; and will look at them with as 
mnch surprise, and seeming admiration, as t 
remember to have seen depicted on the faces of 
the two young ladies, (in the musical entertain- 
ment of Brother and Sister, performed twenty 
years ago, at Covent Garden Theatre), who 
had never seen a maut and could not for the 
life of them think what sort of a curious crea- 
ture he could be. And who, when they saw hiHi« 
were, as might have been expected, rivetted to 
the ground in adoration, and stood gazing with 
ineffable transport, like Venus, when she saw 
Adonis. A friend of mine informs me that, on 
one occasion, whilst he was staying at one oi 
the Hotels in Utica ; an American lady who 
had arrived there on hearing that there was an 
Englishman in the house, would positively not 
rest, but insisted upon seeing him ; and ulti- 
mately sent her compliments, saying — a lady 
wished to speak with him: this of course was 
readily complied with, he was ushered into her 
presence, and it proved, as no doubt you have 
already anticipated, to be nothing more or less 
.than absolute curiosity, — she had never seen 
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an Englishman^ and like the fair sex in general, 
was determined to be gratified ^' at any rate;'' — 
I should haye premised that my friend is no 
chicken ; — he adds that he found her '^ all that 
the heart wishes, or the eye looks for in wo- 
man*' — ^she was a very pleasant, well informed 
personage ; and he afterwards spent much time 
in her society. 

We will now walk into the market, to as- 
certain the price of farming produce, and other 
articles. — Flour 6 dollars per barrel, 2 cwt. in 
barrel. Pork, 5 dollars per cwt. Beef, 6 dol- 
lars per cwt. Indian meal, 1| dollar per cwt. 
Potatoes, 25 Cents per bushel. Fowls, 8 for 
a dollar. Pigs, I dollar each. A good Sow, 
5 dollars. Cow, 15 dollars. Yoke of Steers, 
40 dollars. Horses from 50 to 70 dollars. All 
these are cheaper in the country. 

Having seen all that is worthy of obser- 
vation in Albany and its surrounding neigh- 
bourhood, we will now proceed on the journey. 
The next town we come to, is Schenectada, 
sixteen miles from Albany, on the direct line, 
but nearly thirty by the junction of the Hud- 
son and the Erie Canal ; this is a very good 
town ; it contains a seminary, called Union Col 
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lege, and about 7000 inhabitants ; provigions are 
cheai)er here than in Albany. There is a rail- 
roady from Albany to thb town, on which 
Steain Coaches travel the distance in less than 
an hour and a quarter. I perceive I omitted 
to state, that the mode of travelling from Al- 
bany to Buffaloe, the route we are now on, is 
generally by tow boats the whole distance ; the 
fare one cent per mile, the distance 360 miles. 
These tow boats are 11 feet wide, by 60 in 
length, in the fore part of the boat» is a cabin^ 
12 feet by 10, and a ladies' cabin 6 feet by 10* 
In the men's cabin, they make up 4 double, and 
8 single beds. In the ladies* cabin they accom- 
modate 10 persons with sleeping berths. The 
centre of the boat, is occupied with freight, the 
stern is at once the dining room, and serves 
also for a sleeping room for the captain and menj 
and occasionally for passengers also. For these 
boats you must make your bargain with the 
owner, or the captain, as any arrangement 
made with the runners (cads) will not be bind- 
ing, there are different lines of boats, one of th< 
best lines is Savage and Co. These boats tak< 
seven, or eight days on the passage ; provisioni 
may be had on board, at about 18 cents pe 
meal, but the ihcHprst plan will be to purchas 
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yonr own provisions, which you may do at 
any of the towns as you pass along. 

The country through which we are now 
passing, is called the Mohawk flats : and is 
some of the finest land in the Union. The far- 
mers in general, are Dutch settlers, careful 
industrious people, who are growing into riches 
every day. The scenery hero, presents all the 
appearance of a fast improving country. The 
numerous scattered dwellings, with newly 
formed villages, mills, churches, bridges, and 
aqueducts, all present themselves in such rapid 
succession to the eye of the astonished traveller, 
that he is almost induced to believe himself 
under the influence of enchantment:— or like 
Mackbeth, in the dagger scene, is more than 
half disposed to imagine the whole to be the 
mere illusions of fancy. We pass Fort Plain, 
and proceed on to Utica, a distance of (>4 miles 
from Schenectada, which a few years ante- 
rior was a perfect wilderness. 

Utica, is a large, handsome, well-built 
town; with a population of 7,(K)0 ; it contains 
several churches with spires; and other places 
of worship ; the houses are large, chiefly frame 
buildings, but some of brick. This is a Yankey 
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Town in all its sublimity ; thpy are all '^gues- 
sers'' and '* calculators/' they are in fact, all 
that genuine sample of American sprightliness, 
that Mathews in his '' trip to America/* so 
happily portrayed. They are great speculaton, 
but never put in practice any thing, untill they 
are well satisfied in the prospect of the futme 
success. There is one very remarkable trait 
in the American, — ^he is never discouraged by 
losses.— This I think well worthy the attention 
of some of our English — would be, — ^money get- 
ting men ! Disappointed in one speculation he 
is instantly planing anew* The American 
appears to have taken this view of the matter,-- 
if a man tumbles it is better that he should get 
up again, shake his feathers, and proceed on 
his journey. In fine, I think it is not easy tfl 
conceive the existence of a more easy, conten* 
ted, and happy people than the Americans. 

Near this town is the Trenton Falls, whid 
are beautifully romantic ; and invite the atten 
tion of the curious tourist, who possesses leisure 
and a relish for contemplating nature in all it 
lovely variety. On the left of Utica, are th 
towns of Anandago, Brutus, Auburn, and Ge 
neva, through which by a circuitous route, (tb 
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traveller who is desirous of seeing a country 
passiug through the vai'ious stages of improye- 
ment from the wild forest scenery, to cultiva- 
ted fields. With houses and villages, springing 
up in every direction), may proceed by coach 
to the tovm of Rochester, of which, I shall pre- 
sently have occasion to speak. Passing along 
the canal from Utica, you have the little town 
of Rome on your right, situated on the banks 
of the Mohawk ; and farther on is Salina^ the 
famous salt works ; this salt sells for Is. 2d. per 
bushel, a great quantity of which finds a ready 
market in Canada. Here is also the Omeida 
lake^ a small lake running in a continuatim 
with the Mohawk, and uniting with the Oswego> 
which communicates with lake Ontario, at fort 
Oswego, also the Oswego canal, which forms 
a water communication between the Erie canal, 
and lake Ontario, passing very near the salt 
works, by which route, goods or passengers 
may readily be conveyed to Kingston, Sackets 
Harbour, and thence to any part of Lower Ca- 
nada. 

At Auburn is the State Prison, a large 
building covering five acres of ground, where 
prisoners are kept in solitary confinement ; they 
arc kept at work during the day^ and although 



00 bmiorant's 

in sight or each other, are not allowed to speak ; 
and at ni<!^ht they areconfinedy each in a sepa- 
rate cell, seven feet by three and a half wide. 
None are allowed the honour of becoming resi- 
dents within these walls for a less term, than 
three years and a day ; many are for life. 

1 ])erceiYe I have omitted to mention 
one of these Penitentiaries, situated at Sing, 
Sing, which the traveller passes on his journey 
from New York to Albany, at a distance of 
thirty miles from the former place ; a very par- 
ticular account of which will be found in Capt. 
Basil Hall's travels, who visited the prison in 
1827, prior to its completion. 

Tn proceeding from hence to Geneva, you 
cross the beautiful lake ofCayugua, a sheet of 
water, forty miles long ; (the passage is over a 
wooden bridge one mile and a quarter in length) 
and afterwards arrive at the Seneca Falls, on 
the lake of Seneca, thence through the little 
village of Waterloo, you presently arrive at th( 
before-mentioned pretty little town of Geneva 
which is delightfully situated in the midst o 
the Genessee country. The streets here ar 
broad, and the houses possessing that simple- 
cottage-like appearance, so familiar to the ey 
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of an Englishman ; intersected with many fine 
gardens, displaying their smiling fertility^ — the 
numerous gay ftowers, and a diversity of flower* 
ing shrubs^ render il a most charming picture. 

Oanandaigua is a delightfully romantic 
situation^ at a short distance from Geneva as 
you pass to Rochester, and twenty -nine miles 
distant from the latter; this town is seated 
upon a graceful slope terminated at the lower 
extremity» by a most enchanting lake of several 
miles in circumference, studded with neat cot- 
tages, and the back scenery heightened by an 
encompassment of rich forest. 

The town is one broad street, of a mile in 
length, vnth two rows of poplars on each side. 
It contains above 2,000 inhabitants, and has a 
beautiful church at one end of the town, with 
other public buildings. 

At a short distance from hence, is Bristol, 
at which place is a great natural curiosity, 
called the burning spring. This phenomiuon is 
a carburetted hydrogen, that rises from the 
banks of a valley, through which, a rill of lim- 
pid water is constantly playing over a series of 
gentle falls, formed by an horizontal strata of 
lime stone* By holding a candle to the gas. 
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which escapes from a range of imperceptabid 
a|)crturcs, extending: many yards along the 
1)anks ; you have a line of as brilliant lights as 
any that adorn the purlieus of the Mansioa 
House, or Saint Pauls. 

Ileturning to Utica, where I left my partj 
of poor emigrants, and proceeding by the beforer 
mentioned route of the £rie canal, you next 
come to Sirucuse, a handsome thriving town, 
C(mtainiug more than 3,000 inhabitants, with 
very many first rate stores, and elegant hotela, 
two fine large churches, and numerous otbey 
buildings. This town in 1820 consisted of a 
mill, and two houses, one of which was a 
tavern. They are now able to support a weekly 
newspaper. 

The country here is flat and uninteresting. 
Proceeding along the Erie to Rochester, we 
have lake Ontario from 12 to 14 miles, on our 
right ; and Port Glasgow lying in a bay which 
runs into the shore for a considerable distance, 
in a direction toward the canal. And Troupsvill 
near the mouth of the bay. Farther up is Pult- 
aaey vill, on the lake also, 

AVe now come to Rochester, (through which 
the canal passes), a large commercial town on 
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theOmesee ri^n near some extensire falls: 
dfittiQt from Albaay 260 miles. ThissurprU 
shg town, owes its rapid rise partly to 
the immense traftc by the Erie, to, and from 
Upper Canada, Ohio^ and the western territo- 
ries of the Union ; and partly to its proximity 
to the Ontario, from which sloops can proceed 
up die Genesee, to within two miles and a half 
ot the town, for the purpose of unlading^ or 
taking in cargo, these are of incalculable ad-> 
vantage to the town ; as by them, it will always 
insare a cheap water toayeyance to Albany, or 
New York; or to any part of the British pro- 
vinces; especially when we take into the ac- 
eeaBt» that tiie falls which I have just men- 
tioned enables them to drive a number of flour 
ttilb ; and various other machinery^ it cannot 
fail in becoming a town of very great impor* 
tance. It is a remarkable fact, that in Roches- 
ter^ there is not an mdividual over twenty^ 
three years old, that is a native of the place ; 
the first child born in the town was in 1610. 
This wonderful improving town, that a few 
years ago rose up out of the wilderness ; and 
not long since possessed only one, or two soli- 
tary houses, is now in possession of upwards 
of sixteen thousand inhabitants. The canal is 
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carried over theGenesee, on a stone aquednct, 
800 ibet in length, supported by 10 arches. Hie. 
canal here is 370 feet above lake Ontario, and 
G4 toet below lake Erie ; the river is about 400 
feet wide, and supplies through canals from the 
high level, about 20,000 cubic feet of water 
per minute, the bold cliffs, together with the 
water falls, and the surrounding forest scenery, 
render the town of Rochester almost an envia- 
able situation. 

The country between Rochester and Lock- 
port is not much settled, being a very wet 
aguish country. There are many ad vertisements 
for the sale of the land here, upon very easy 
terms ; but I would not advise any of my coun- 
trymen to speculate, as in that case they might 
feel disposed to charge thdr unpleasantries to 
Ay account. 

Lockport is a town of business, and from 
its local advantages, is likely to become a 
place of some importance. The n umber of locks 
on the Erie is 88, each of them 90 feet long, by 
15 wide ; some of them rising the height of 60 
to 80 feet. To those who are going direct to 
Buffaloe, there is a route by land branching to 
the left from Rochester, through Batavia, ano- 
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tiier riring town, by which they may arrive 
quicker than by oontinuing on the canal to 
Lockport. 

The Erie canal 860 milea in length, was 
commenced on the 4th Jnly» 1817, and com*- 
pleted In the year of I82S, at an expense of 
7,000,000 dollars, this sum was contributed ex- 
clusively by the State of New York. There 
are eighteen Aquiducts ; and th6 width of the 
canal is 40 feet on the surface. 

Those who purpose going to York, the 
Capital of Upper Canada, may proceed from 
lence to Young's Town, the distance is 21 
miles, for which it will be necessary to hire a 
waggon^ to convey the luggage, also the women 
and children; the charge for which will be 
about three dollars, they will then cross the 
river to Niagara, from which place the steamer 
inns daily to York, passage one dollar. Also 
persons wishing to proceed to Goderich, Guelpb, 
or any of the settlements on that line, will find 
water conveyance from Young's Town, or Nia- 
gara, to the head of Burlington Bay, from 
whence they may proceed by land through the 
village of Dundas, direct to any of the Canada 
Company's lands* Those who. intend co locate 
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(lieiiMelvw OB Lake SlniGO^^ niMt go hf Taril 
direct Those wIm^ are prooeediiig to ffM 
Talbot, Kettle Creek, or any of tbe setOavntt 
on tbe Erie Oanal ; will of cmiinie contiiKna oi 
to Black BMk, wfaieb ii two whs on tim iidf 
of Bnffaloe, and at which, there iaa foiry o?or 
to tbe Canadian side ; charge It lid.; or yofi 
may proeeed direct by water, firom BnflUoe to 
any part on the shore of I^ake Erie. 

Buffaloe was reduced to aivbes by the Bli<- 
tish during the late straggle with the Am^ricais, 
but is now re-built, and h%» become a very 
bustling town, and cannot fail of arriving at 
great importance ; being situated at the lower 
•extremity of Lake Erie, it is of course the great 
shipping port for the Western States, and aUo 
for the Western Districts of Upper Canada. 

I will now lay before you the arrangementft 
which the Canada Company have made for the 
purpose of promoting the interest and comfort 
of the emigrant ; and facilitating his convey- 
ance to the HURON TERRrTORY. 

Two good covered Stage Waggons, with 
Teams of good Horses each, are to be con- 
stantly kept travelling between Hamilton, at 
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lli» npid of Iitk# Ontario, aid tbro«gk Wilmot 
ta^odeikk in the Bmosa TeniAcnry, nt liia^ 
ItiHwriny uMdomte raien of oonYeynnce;^^ 

FhMn HafinDtcm to tile Wflmot line tbr 
each adnlt one dollar and a half. 

From tile Wihnot line to Qoderich the 
same charge 

And for children in proportion. 

The carriage of luggage from Hamilton to 
the WUmot line, will be Ijl dollar per Cwt. 

From the Wilmot line to Ooderich the 
fame charge. 

And for intermediate distancea at propor* 
tionate rates. 



Each passenger to be allowed 56Ibs. of 
luggage free. 



fenattheHiHidroeiiakHOHtaiib, «MMii.ttM 
waggiMis.will b>A0ptimJMirHwift..TjniirfllHt 
to afford the necciaiy fiidlity of conTejaiioe to 
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Froni the Wibnot Uae to Oodflridi 11 doliarl 

, ' • ^■ • . '• I . /. 

. . . • . ■ . . < ; I . ... ' r •! f, '1 ., 

Bat the carriage of luggage to be the saiM 

as by the regular Waggons. 

• .'...■ I ..III'... .,. iiji fi-i 

■ • •' I , -I. • I • .», I II 'i'lJ 

And for the convenience of Emigrants who 
intend to settle in the Hnron tract, in addition 
to the Taverns already estabKshed oh the road 
between Hamilton and the Wilndot' line/ fdtlir 
Taverns and Stables have been erected at the 
following places, viv.^— 

The Wilmot line* 



The River Avon. 
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rrr Tbe River Thames, and at 

IUnui; 

being places of cenvenient distances for per- 
sons travelling towards Goderich. 

Store-honses have been erected at the 
aboye-mendon^d points, to be well supplied 
with Pork, Flour, Tea, & Sugar, Salt, Nails, 
Hatchets, such Carpenters Tools as ar§ likely 
to be required. Window-sashes, Glass, Putty, 
Cooking Utensils, Crockery Ware, &c, all 
which articles are to be supplied at prices far 
below what they would cost to settlers were 
they to be supplied in any other way« 

The Commissioners have entered into these 
arrangements solely with the view of promoting 
the comfort of Emigrants during the journey, 
as the Company have no interest in, nor derive 
any benefit from these establishments, but 
sanction them expressly for tbe purpose of en- 
abling the Emigrants to obtain readily the ar- 
ticles they may require, and of preventing any 
imposition upon them by exorbitant charges 
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The Company's CMiltfMkjMMi im aho 
completing arrangements for the purpose of 
forwarding Settlers by Steam-boat OMiVeyanoe 
fnmi the Wilmot Canal, to Goderich, in the 
Huron Territory, Thos enabUttg Emigrants W 
proceed either by kad or water* «l Anf may 
find it most 



These arraageiiientii aye of tte Mgbest fait- 
portatioe to all persons, inteiidiiig to Mttle ^ 
iitkt Oottpany^ lands. 
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^fionie natnna $ean Uiey dropt, but wip'd them toon ) 
The World wu til before thpm, where to choote 
Their place of rest, and protidence their snide.*' 



II will 'Uovf sappoBe the jemigrant safely 
-arrived in the land of his adoption,- encom- 
pasa^-by bia Jlittle, family, asking, a thousand 
^ questions, not «ne of which he is able to sol ve» 
In this situation surrounded by interminable 
woods, and trackless forests, the first question 
that naturally presses on the miud, is, where, 
and in which direction shall I bend my steps 1 
Those who come out under the expectance 
of being launched at once into the Ely%ian 
fields, or rambling with the Graces through the 
exquisite mazes of the Paphian baivers, or bask- 
ing like Jupiter in the sunshine of voluptuous^ 
ness, or visiting the garden of the Hesperides, 
or bathing with Orpheus in the enchanting 
waters of Hebrus, will find themselves sadly 
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out of their latitude. None bnt the indnstrioiu 
will find their account in coming to this coon 
try : to such therefore I will endeavour, as mad 
as i>ossible, to confine myself. 

Upper Canada, the present place of attrac* 
tidii is botiiiddd on the east by the l^Wbr'Pro- 
vmce, on the south by Iiakf Ontigdo, . and IJfkt 
Erie, on the west by Lake Huron, and on tbc 
north by Georgia Bay, the Chippawa hunting 
country, which is intersected by the French 
river, forming part of the botmdary,' with the 
Nipissing Lake ; nnd the Ottawa, or Grand 
- Rirer^ stretching in a north-easterly direction. 
This immense country, containing 16316,800 
acres, is divided into eleven districts, which are 
subdivided into counties, and the counties into 
townships, of which there are 273. The names 
of the districts are, beginning eastward, the 
Ottawa, the Eastern, the Bathurst, and the 
John's- town; these four districts lie between 
the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa. Next is 
the Midland district, extending from Kingston 
to the Ottawa in the north. Newcastle districti 
is parallel with the Midland district, stretching 
from Lake Ontario to the Nipissing Lake ; the 
Home district, extending from York to Georgia 
Bay, and French river; the Gore district, which 
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lies at the head of Anrliogton Bay ; the Niagara, 
district lying between Lake Brie aud Bi^li^g- 
ton Bay ; the Lcmdon district, wl^ch includes 
all the land on the shores of the Erie, from the 
boahdary line of the Niagara district a little 
above Onse, or Grand lliver, to Aldboro-bay, 
and the whole of the Huron territory, th^ west- 
ern district lying between tbe head of Lake 
Erie, and Lake St. Clair, extending south->vc|^t. 
from Aldboro to Fort Detroit, and north*cast 
from thence to Big- Bear Creek. 

This Province for the most part is a re- 
markable level country, possessing generally 
a good soil, and in very many tracts it is re- 
markably rich : but of course, as in all.; other 
countries, the soil is variable and in some in^ 
stances very bad. It is therefore of the greatest 
importance that persons about to purchase land^ 
should look well to the quality, as also to its 
local advantages; which may be known by the 
timber, as I will hereafter describe. There 
are some few chains of elevated land, called 
table land. One of these ridges commences at 
the Bay of Quinte, and runs westward through 
the township of Hamilton at. a short distance 
from Lake Ontario, and passing in front of thf 
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Rice Lake^ tbto 'str^tebiag^in a direction about 
¥re8t and by north, passes in the rear of Yorkf 
at a distance of 34 ' miles • from llMtt Capital ; 
lAid bending roand tfaoiwad of Lake Ontario^ 
it takes an ^easterly diteetioii; nniting with tho 
Bnrlington and Qoeenstbnehelgbts ; . and enterft' 
the UnitedStates arshort distimce abovo' Niagara., • 
Another chaib of these eleraiiibns riaesr* 
abont the bonndaiy line between tlie two pro^ 
Yinces, and vanning westward in the rear of 
Osnabmck and WiUiamsbnry, passes tfafongb 
the townirftip of Matilda, in which the rirer 
Petite Nations derires its somrce: thenoetnH 
Versing the townships of Kitley, Bustard^ and 
Ctosbie^ is -lost in level at a short distanoe far- 
ther up the country. There are several other 
ridges of this description traversing the coon- 
try westward, which contain the sonroe of 
nnmerons streams. These taUes assume gene- 
rally a rocnre elevated form in the neighbourhood 
of the Balsam Lake, & the country between that 
and Lake Simcoe, which : serves greatly to di- 
versify the general monotony <»f the scene ; and 
wilt, when the country arrives at a state ef 
cultivation, contribute much to its picturesque 
ai^jk^arance. 
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The country is well watered by rivers, and 
merous tributary streams, riaiiig and flowing 
n different directions all over the province. 

The climate is tolerably healthy, although 
it must be admitted that we have fevers and 
ague, to some extent, but these will doubtless 
decrease as the country becomes more cleared, 
to counterbalance which, however, pulmonary 
diseases, so universal in England, are little 
known here: so that upon the whole I think 
that persons who are steady, and keep from 
drw^ting, have a chance of living quite as long 
in this country as in England. 

The air of Canada is mnch more rarefied than 
that of England. The winters are colder, but 
the frost continuing steady, its rigour is not 
much felt, and the weather is seldom of a 
character to prevent working out, except in 
the rainy seasons, which generally precede and 
f<^ow the frost ; thus &liewing the commeuce- 
meot and breaking up of the winter. Tb*i 
summers are hotter than in England, but ren- 
dered bearable, by the refreshing breezes that 
are generally wafted from the lakes. Upon the 
lole, thesetller with regular temperate habits^ 
I nothing to fear on the score of health. 
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The salubrity of the climate improves as 
yo!i recede from the lakes and ^reat rivers, and 
to counterbalance this ; the settlements on the 
lakes possess the advanta«^e in a cheaper car- 
riage of their suq)lus produce to market. 

The fevers, and the ague, are by no means 
fatal, provided care is taken in keeping the 
1)ody well regulated ; abstaining from the use 
of ardent spirits, keeping the feet dry^ and 
avoiding as much as possible exposure to 
night air. 

The Province is thickly covered with tim- 
ber of almost every denomination, which cha- 
racterize the different qualities of the soil. For 
instance, — lands of the very best quality have 
an abundance of maple, bass-wood, elm, cherry, 
and black walnut; hickory, and beach are 
found on second rate soils, and where the 
beach is abundant, the soil is invariably light ; 
pine^ oak, and chesnnt, indicates a sandy soil. 
The cedar, & larch, prevails in sandy swamps, 
many of which, when cleared, are very rich, 
while others would not be worth clearing at a 
gift; hemlock predominates on heavy wet clay, 
the chopping of which would break the heart of 
the strongest settler. 
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Having run through the different qualities 
of the land as described by the variety of the 
trees ; I will proceed to point out the several 
places which present peculiar advantages to 
the settler. 

The eastern^ Bathurst^ and John's-town 
districts have the advantage of being contiguous 
to a good market for their surplus crops^ and 
as a counterpoise* the low lands or bottoms 
contain extensive swamps, which in the raitiy 
seasons are generally under water; and' the 
more elevated situations are composed of a 
light gravelly soil^ with much limestone and 
granite. Many of the bottoms in thbse districts^ 
where drained, are extremely rich and fertile ; 
composed of a rich yellow loam, which ' is 
almost inexhaustible, bearing crop after crop 
without the aid of manure. 

The land on the borders of Lake Simcoe, 
is of the richest quality, lying on an elevation 
of 900 feet above the level of Lake Ontario. 
This is a healthy situation, being wholly exempt 
from ague, and posseses peculiar attractions to 
half-pay officers of the army and navy ; 
who would certainly give a decided preference 
to a place where they might hope to meet so- 
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ciety r'there being already very many of this de- 
scription settled here. Tradespeople also to' a 
limited extent would belikely to succeed here; 
as there is more ready money in drcolation 
from the periodical income of the scfttlers. 

York is also a good central point for trades- 
people but is much subjected to agues, i^rom 
the lowness of the situation ; those however who 
are not subject to ague need be under' little 
4ipprehension. 

-The borders of the Erie is likely to become 
Osgood tract for settlers, the diffictdty of finding 
a market* being obviated by the navigation of 
the Welland Canal : by which they ai^ enabled 
readily to transport all the stock and crop that 
they will ever be likely to raise, direct to Mon- 
treal, or Quebec ; where it will be trauBhipod 
for the British market. Many of the emigrants 
that came out last year from the neighbou£bood 
of Petworth, in Sussex, have located themselves 
on the western line. 

The land here is tolerably good, especi- 
ally about Kettle Creek, Catfish Creek, and 
Fort Talbot, a port named after an influencial 
and worthy man, who possesses two towmbips 
liere— Aldborough, and Dunwich. Colonel 
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Talbot has a food bouse, staadinp on an em* 
nence and eommandiag a view of the lake* and 
ite banks for an immense distance, with a very 
exten8i?e and well cultivated fann; a good 
garden with a profbsion of fruit of every descrip- 
tion, flowers and flowering shrubs ; and also 
If ery large orchards. 

The Niagara district is a fertile country, 
and on the shores of the river tolerably well 
settled ; the soil chiefly consists of a stratum 
of black, or yellow sandy loam, on which, when 
in a state of nature, is deposited a rich deep 
▼egitable mould. This district is celebrated for 
-its- immense quantities of fruit, which is sent 
down the lake to the different markets in the 
-lower districts : even as far as Montreal and 
Kingston in lower Canada; peaches and apri- 
cots are here raised in such abundance, that 
they are usually sold by the bushel. They also 
. raise grapes : whether they will be enabled at 
any future day, to rival France and Spain in 
their vintages ; I will not stop to enquire now. 
This district, from its contiguity and easy 
access to the United States, will always be a 
place of interest. Add to this the bold roman^^^ 
scenery of the Queenston, and Burlini^t^^ 

M 
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heights; with their majestic heads towering 
from three to four hundred feet above the level 
of the country beneath ; and overlooking an 
extent ad far as the power of vision can carry 
you. This aided by the magnificent grandeur 
of the falls ; whose waters, rolling their impe- 
tuous torrents over the half projecting fragments 
of the broken rock, and traversing with wild 
confusion down the craggy channel of a sharp 
rapid ; until they arrive at a precipice where 
converging into a comparatively narrow sptUbe 
they are hurled with tremendous fury over a 
rocky in a sheet of more than two thousand feet 
in breadth, and tumble with a thunder that 
may be heard twelve miles distant, down a per- 
pendicular height of 150 feet, into a gulph be- 
neath ; forcing up the spray in a misty volume 
to an immense height, which falls for a consi- 
derable distance like a shower of rain. The 
quantity of water discharged over these ^Is 
(for there are two of them about the same in 
magnitude ; the course of water being divided 
by a rock called Goat Island), is estimated at 
18,524,000 cubic feet, or 113,510,000 gallons 
per minute. 

This place of enchantment forms a scene 
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of the sublime picturesque, not to be surpassed 
OD auy other spot in the world. 

The Gore district, lying at the head of Lake 
Ontario, is evidently well worthy the attention 
of the emigrant. The land is good, and tiie 
settlers will have the advantage ol a ready mar- 
ket, in the flourishing little town of Hamilton, 
which from being situated at the head of Bur- 
lington Bay, cannot fail of becoming one of the 
first commercial points in the upper province. 
That the reader may form some idea of the in- 
creasing interest oi this thriving little town, I 
will give the following extract from the Hamil- 
ton free press, 

" It is impossible to view the progress our 
town is making, without an accompanying de- 
gree of admiration at its advancement in wealth 
and importance. The change as to appearance 
that has taken place in this town, within the 
last two years is, truly surprising. Had a tra- 
veller visited this place two years agt), lie 
would have found scarcely a house of respect- 
able appearance in the place; he would have 
found but one printing press: have had tat 
mail once or twice a week, and never have 
heard of, or seen a steam boat near our port. 
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But BOW W6 see hoiiiet miiig up e'vcrj wfaeniT- 
huge hotflb— presses in dnuiduice» liteniy 
and {wUtical — steun IxMits arriTiiig tbriceji 
week at oor ports, and qnite a place of bosinesi' 
The popalatifm in this time has more tkai 
doaUed, and is still incrcaMnfTapMlly^and oi^ 
prospects finr the fiitore are, bright and chee^ 
ing. Dondas, likewise iias increased. gf^afl{yi 
and is still increasing. Brantford and nrip, 
are thriring villages, and bid fare to beomsft 
places of great consequenoe, in case the Grmi 
River is improved. Indeed the province in 
general is fast populating ; the forests are /ail- 
ing beneath ttie sturdy blow of the axeman, 
and oar rivers and lakes begin to sparkle with 
the white winged ships, and smoking steamers^ 
The Canada Company own a great portion 
of this district ; and nearly in the centre, is the 
township of Ooelph ; the Company's property. 
J*he township contains upwards of 40,000 
acres^ on which the Company have built the 
town of Guelph, on a river called the Speed) 
a remote branch of the Ouse. This rapidi; 
rising town, which was planed in the wilder- 
ness by Mr. Gait, and founded on St. George's 
day, 1837, already contains nearly 300 hooses. 
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and 700, or 800 inhabitants, with a good mar- 
ket-house in the centre, several churches, 
schools, stores, and taverns : one very neat 
hotel, with an assembly room ; a larire grist- 
mill and saw-miil, and two distilleries. 

The land round Guelph, is for the most 
part sold, or selling at a great advance of price. 
Property has increased in this neighbourhood 
to an unprecedented extent* and continues in 
a rapid march of improvement ; which is an 
incontrovertible proof, that the arran«ements of 
the Canada Company, offer decided advantau:es 
for the welfare and future prospects of the 
settler. 

At a distance of eighteen miles from Guelph, 
is the town of Gait, in the township of Dum- 
fries : this town although founded some years 
before the formation of the Canada Company, 
and eligibly situated ; is evidently of minor 
consideration, in comparison with Guelph; and 
will in all probability continue, at least for a 
very long period — to play second fiddle to the 
former town ; although from the respectability 
of many of its settlers, and the well-known libe- 
rality of the Honourable Mr. Dixon, its founder ; 
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it cannot fail of becoming a place j^^f^t pttVio- 
tion to the middle order of emigranta. 

The township of Domfiriea is in form of a 
parallelogram, lying along the side of the Diiii>* 
das street ; with a branch of the Oose cuttiiiig 
directly across its centre: with the township 
of Waterloo on the north, Blenheim on the weflt» 
and Be?erly on the east; the soil is go6^ ail 
the local advantages great. 

'' This settlement of Mr. Dixon; is one of 
much interest, being conducted by himself os 
his own resources, in the same way as that of 
Colonel Talbot on the banks of Lake Erie. 
Mr. Dixon began operations in 1815 — 16, by 
the purchase from Government of this townsliipi 
extending to 96,000 acres, and to which be 
gaye the name of Dumfries. He selected a 
convenient spot with good water-power, to 
commence a town, and formed a connexion with 
an enterprising American, who speedily estab- 
lished very extensive mills. Mr. Dixon built 
a commodious residence for himself, in a ro- 
mantic situation, overhanging the river, and 
commnnicating by a bridge, with the mills and 
town. His plan of dealing with settlers 10 
extremely liberal, as be does not insist npoii 
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any instalment beiog paid down ; and even in 
some cases, advances the means of purchasing 
oxen, &c. In this way, the poorest emigrant if 
steady and industrious, must get forward. 

"A regular account is opened with each 
individual, and partial payments, either in 
money or produce, accepted from time to time, 
by Mr. Dixon. The price of land is 4 dollars, 
or 20 shillings per acre. Farms have occasion- 
ally been abandoned by unsteady, or impatient 
individuals ; but some progress in clearing has 
always been made, and, of course, the farm 
has, in so far, been rendered more valuable. 
A very considerable extent of land has been 
disposed of, upon both sides of the river, and 
hundreds of acres of fine wheat are to be seen 
contiguous to each other. 

*^ An attempt had been made last spring to 
convey produce down the river to the Welland 
Canal, by which Mr. Shade, the owner of the 
mills informed me, a saving of two thirds would 
be effected upon the transports of flour* This 
▼oyage was performed by a son of Mr. Dixon 
accompanied by Mr. Shade, and being a riavi 
gation of about 100 miles, attended vrith some 
hasards, as a first attempt; it created a good 
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deal of sensation at the time of my Tudt« and 
much satisfactiou among the farmers by ite 
success. Mr. Dixon has about 2,500 soate 
upon his estate, and draws a very handsome 
income from the interest of his sales. I visited 
^he mills with Mr. Shade, who took much trou- 
ble in explaining to me the various machinery. 
The establishment comprises flour-mills, saw- 
mills, cooperage, &c- and appeared to me 
equally extensive and well arranged."* 

The next part as worthy of attention, is 
the Jiondon district ; and particularly the 
Huron Territory I would recommend, as pos- 
sessing some of the finest land in America; 
and being from 150 to 400 feet above the level 
of Lake Huron, it cannot fail of being a very 
healthy situation, and the prevalence of the 
breezes over an immense sheet of water which 
never freezes, softens the rigour of the winters 
frost, and materially reduces the summer he^ 

The Huron tract was surveyed in 1827 
and now it contains nearly 2000 inhabitants 
and the Company have made two good roa^ 
of upwards of 100 miles in extent, one iro 
Croderich to Wilmot, connecting these settl 

• FWfiuMD on Canada, Quarterly Journal, of AgrtcuUttie, ittl. Mo. u^ P. m^ f 
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Bleats witii Hamiltoo and Lake £rie> as also 
with York: and the other from Goderich to 
London^ where it unites with the Talbot road> 
connecting the Huron tract with Port Tal- 
bot ; and also with the well-cultivated settle- 
ments of An^herstburgh, and Detroit; from 
which place cattle and provisions may be ob- 
tained in abundance. 

The present price of land in this tract, i^ 
fi-om 8s. 9d. to L0«. currency ; the land is laid 
out in lots of 80 acres with the frontage to the 
roads, which renders the situation of the settlers 
healthy, by exposing their allotments to the 
sun and air, — the same [plan of laying out the 
allotments is adhered to in the Talbot street 
settlement, and on all the principal roads. 

The Gompany to encourage settlement in 
the Huron tract, have determined to continue 
for this year, to allow tQ all families (settlers) 
in this district, purchasing 200 acres or more 
of the Company, the expences of conveyance 
at a stipulated rate from Quebec or Montreal 
to the head of Lake Ontario, allowing each fa- 
nuly to consist of two Adults & three children, 
by deducting those expences from the second 
instalment of the purchase money of their farm- 

N 
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The country is well wateredi and poMesses 
capabilities of driving grist->mills> 8aw-'mills> 
and machinery of every description to a very 
great extent. Here is abundance or brick 
earth and potter's clay, — a vast quantity of 
bricks have already been made. 

This tract is of a triangular form, coBtaining 
1,100,000 acres, & extending about sixty miles 

■ 

'along the eastern shore of Lake Huron. The 
'general surface of the country is level, and not 
unfrequently is discovered plots of rich natural 
meadow, affording a lively contrast to the stately 
trees, and wild romantic forest scenery; and 
on the Maitland, the character of the scenery 
h very much like England. 

There are besides the rivers of Maitland, 
'Thames, Aux Sables, and their tributary 
streams,— numerous fresh- water springs in all 
parts of the territory ; and salt springs are by 
no means rare. The forests are composed of 
the most valuable* and useful timber, and the 
sugar maple abounds. 

The town of Godericb, is situated upon a 
delightful elevation of the shores of the lake, 
and at the confluence of the River Maitlandf 
whose transparent waters flow with majestic 
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sublimity, and eacompass its northern and 
eastern shores. The harbour is deep and well 
protected, where vessels of from two to three 
hundred tons can ride with safety: it is the 
only harbour on the Canadian shore of the 
Huron ; and is likely at no very distant time> 
when the Michigaa Territory on the opposite 
shore shall become settled, to be a place of the 
highest commercial interest; and especially 
when we take into the account, that vessels 
can take in their cargo at Goderich, and pro- 
ceed direct by an inland navigation of twelve 
hundred miles, down the St. Clair, the Detroit, 
Lake Erie, the Welland, Lake O^pitario, the 
Cataraqui> the Ridieu, the Ottawa, the St. 
Lawrence, and cress the Atlantic to : any of 
the European Markets. 

Goderich is evidently destined to become 
an extensive town; the market, which com* 
prises eight acres, is an octagonal form, with 
the streets diverging from it. The number.of 
inhabitants is already between seven and eight 
hundred, and if the tide of emigration con- 
tinues to set as strong in this direction, it is 
probable that by the time this is published, it3 
numbers may be nearly doubled. Sever^ stores 
are established and others in preparation, as 
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also tavenis ; and mecbanics in most branches 
have arrived, although by no means sufficient 
for the necessities of the settlement. Saw and 
grist-mills are in operation, and every thing 
is indicative of Goderich speedily becoming a 
town of considerable magnitude. 

For the making of roads, and towards the 
improvement of water-communications, the 
building of churches, school-houses, bridgesi 
wharfs, and other works, for the benefit and 
accommodation of the public, the Company 
have engaged to expend a sum of £ 48,000 in the 
Huron tract ; all such works and improvements 
to be approved of, and sanctioned by, the local 
authorities. 

Adelaide, is a township lately formed by 
Government, situated near the line of road from 
Dundas to Amherstburgh, about twelve miles 
distant from that line of road, and twenty from 
London ; adjoining Carradoc : well watered by 
the river of Aux Sables. 

This township containing 80,000 acres, 
which in the year 1831 was a perfect wilderness, 
without one solitary house or inhabitant, now 
possesses near 2000 individuals ; with leading 
roads from their lots to the main road, and nu- 
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merotis buildings.* Very considers file ctearings 
have already been made, and the settlers have 
many acres of good com nearly ready foy the 
sdckle. 

Many ot the Sussex emigrants that came 
out in the Petworth party iu 188*2, located 
themselves here, and are going on very com* 
fortably, considering the short lapse oi'time: 
one man iu particular vrho purchased 100 acres 
of land of the government, succeeded in getting 
about 5 or 6 acres cleared, and a crop of wheat 
in the ground the first fall after his arrival, and 
many others progressed iu a similar manner. 
Two dollars per acre is the usual price of the 
land ; and I believe generally the first instalment 
of one fourth is taken at the expiration of the 
first three years, and the remainder by annual 
instalments with interest for the same. — This 
regulation applies to indigent emigrants, and 
in such case the quantity of land allotted to an 
individual family is 50 acres. 

London is situated on the Thames, in the 
midst of a fertile country ; with the advantage 
of good roads as before mentioned : and canno<> 
fail in process of time in becoming a tp^vii of 
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much im|)ortaiice in a commercial poiat, froiB 
its central position in the district. 

The western district lyin«: at the lower ex- 
tremity of Lake Huron; with the St. Clair 
river, lake St. Clair, and the Detroit riven 
bounding its northern and western shores, aod 
Lake Erie to the southwai*d, is pretty well 
settled on the Detroit, and to some extent, a 
wealthy country. The chief town is Amherst- 
burgh, on the Detroit at a short distance frbm 
its confluence with Lake Erie. The situation is 
delightfully picturesque, in the midst of a fertile 
country. The original inhabitants of this 
place were French, and the manners of those 
of the present day savours much of the charac- 
ter of tlie more respectable sort of Canadians 
in the lower province. The town contains 
about 200 houses, and numerous good stores, 
with one church, a court-house and a gaol : and 
a population of 1,200. Here is a safe and con- 
venient harbour; and during the war Amherst- 
burgh was a military depot. 

Fourteen miles from hence is Sandwich^ 
another French town : this place was settled 
by the French about the same time as William 
Penn founded Philadelphia. Fort Detroit, the 
American town on the opposite bank of the 
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Aver, was Uso settled by the French kt the 
saAie lime. 

Sandwich contains about 150 honses, with 
a large Roman Catholic church; and also a 
Presbyterian church, a court-house and a gao}. 
The town is pleasantly situated on an eminence', 
but the houses are many of them much delapi- 
dated; possessing all that cold, comfortless 
appearance, produced by an apathy, the gene^ 
ral result oi* an indolence, begotten by Inxurjr 
and ease. — Whether the good people of Sand- 
wich, in Kent, have ever experienced reiverses 
of this nature, I will leave to the sagacity of 
my readers ; but certain it is, that I never en- 
tered the gloomy precincts oC that town, after 
the gay and bustling liveliness of Margate and 
Ramsgate, without a depression upon the ofit^ 
mal spirits of at least 50 per cent: and the mi* 
serable and empty state of the taverns here, 
remind me so forcibly of the larder at the 
Bell Inn, and Posting House, in that town 
(some ten years since)» where the waiter with 
all the pompous gravity of a Barrister at coart, 
would communicate the pleasing intelligence, 
that, there were — ** mutton chops to dress'*- — 
that had it been on an embassy from the Sub^ 
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Ume Porl$9 to the Eroperor of nil the Russias, 

— I had met with the-similcy I am certain I 
epold not hav« resisted the stoping to indulge 
in xny peculiar feelings, on meeting with t e 
semblance of an old and long frequented ae- 
qyaintance. 

The contrast formed by the befoie-men. 
tioned little town of Detroit, is peculiarly 
striking; here there are two or three good 
taTemSy a number of excellent stores, churches 
with spires, the Capitol and various other good 
-buildings; altogether forming a lirely arid in- 
^resting appearance. 

There are some very neat buildings after 

^the French mode in the neighbourhood of the 

Detroit; and very many fine gatdens and 

orchards with a- profusion of good fmit. The 

soil is for the most part of a rich black I6km, 

with a stratum of clay undemeathi and is ca- 

paUe of raising abuodanioe of prodnee of every 

description. Tobacco is grown here to a very 

•tpreat extent, and from the ready market 

that it meets with at Montreal, and the g6od 

return it makes to the planter, thotie * is evisry 

prospect of its speedily becoming a' stietple 

4irticle» ' 
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The Canada Compaiiy poesew a blod^ of land 
in the township of Sandwich ; the soil is allnvial^ 
of the first-rate qnality, weU calculated for the 
cultiTation of hemp or tobacco. 

CaltiTated farms sell, near the Detroit, at 
from 10 dollars to 18 and 20 dollars per acre, 
inclading improyements, as a house, and other 
buildings. On the borders of the Thames, and 
at its confluence with lake St. Clair, are exten- 
sive meadows, many of wbich are covered with 
water. Several of the SetUers here have turned 
their attention to the raising of cattle, which 
they do to a very great extent ; sheep in par- 
ticular are found to thrive on these meadow.«, 
and are never subject to the rot ; a fact some- 
what surprising, when the wetness of the situa- 
tion is considered. But, it is equal matter of 
surprise that it is by no means unhealthy to the 
Settlers on these lauds : these people tare, for 
the most part, French, and speak in 'broken 
accents scarcely to be understood. 

Having noticed the several situations which 
are best calculated for the locatiou of Emia:raiits, 
I will proceed at once to Kingston, for the pur- 
pose of conducting those who may have diiiom- 
barked at that port to their several places of 
destination, giving such information on iIm) 

o 
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route as will be of interest to the partiM it may 
concern ; and as I am decidedly in favour of 
the Upper Province, I will not tire my readers' 
imtiencc with a long detailed account, in the 
shape of recommendation, to a country that I 
would not choose for myself. 

In the first place it may be necessary to in* 
form you, that passengers are entitled by law 
to remain on board the ship 48 hours after their 
arrival ; and it is unlawful for the Captain to 
deprive his passengers of any of their usual ac- 
commodations for cooking or otherwise — ^thisis 
of groat importance to the poor Emigrant; as 
by it he may avoid the expense of living on 
shore at the taverns. Previous to disembarka- 
tion, should sickness overtake^ou, proceed im- 
mediately, or be removed, to the Emigrants' 
Hospital, in St. John's Suburbs, where yoa 
will be taken care of, and provided with every 
thing needful, until restored to health. Here 
is also a Dispensary, where medicine and medi- 
cal advice may be obtained. The Dispensary 
is attached to the Quebec Charitable Emigrant 
Society : this Society will grant relief to all 
destitute Emigrants. There is a simitar Insti- 
tution for the relief of destitute Emigrants ia 
Montreal. 
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As soon as you have cleared out of the ves- 
sely or you may leave part of your family on 
board ia cbai^ of your property, whilst you 
l^o to the Emigrants* Office to make such en- 
quiries as yon may deem necessary. Mr. A. C. 
Buchanan is the chief Agent» who will give you 
every inibrmation as to the readiest means of 
obtaining employment, and wiiere ; or should 
your object l>e to obtain land in the Lower Pror 
vince, be will furnish you gratuitously with a 
list of the Government laud that is for sale. 
Before I proceed farther, I will give you a list 
of the Agents : — 

GOVERNMENT AGENTS, 

j Ottawa and I Mr. Mc. Naughton, at 
Batburai Districts S By-Town. 

Newcastle District, Mr. Mc* Dowal, Peterboro. 
Home District, ] ^'M^jjjtof ' township of 

Western Districts, J^^t.^S' ^*™*^°*' *'°'* 

And the Commissioner of Crown Lands Office, 
York. 

At either of the above places, every inform- 
ation that the Emigrant may require will be 
given. 
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THE CANADA COMPANY'S AGENTS, \t 

Arc John Davidson, Esq. Quebec ; 

Messrs. Hart> Logan, & Co. Montreal ; 
James C. Buchanan, Esq. New York. 

The Company's Commissioners are,— Th« 
Honourable William Allan, and Thomas Mercer 
Jones, Esq. York, Upper Canada. 

Besides these Gentlemen, the Company have 
Managers at the offices of Guelph and Gode^ 
rich ; and Agents throughout the various parts 
of the Province, who are empowered to treat 
with Emigrants for the purchase of lands, in 
quantities of 100 acres or upwards ; but should 
less than that quantity be wanted, there are, in 
almost every township, smaller lots for sale. 

The Company's lands are a shade higher than 
others, but when it is considered that the vast 
sums expended by them in various buildings, in 
roads, and other improvements, are of very 
essential service to the settlers ; I think it will 
readily be admitted, that the balance is in favor 
of purchasing from them. The well-known 
liberality of the Company on all occasions, and 
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^he spirited manner in which they have prose- 
cuted the whole of their undertakings, give 
them a title to the highest esteem of every clash 
of society. -The I9th of August, 1826, (the 
day on which the (Company was chartered,) 
will be regarded as the happiest Epoch in Ca- 
nadian History, asasteppingstpneto the wealth 
and prosperity of an extensive and fertile coun- 
try, and, as a basis to the comfort and happi- 
ness of thousands of individuals: And mil- 
lions of the progeny of the brave sous, and fair 
daughters of Hibemia will rise to venerate the 
period with as lively a reverence, as that mb- 
morable day, on which St. Patrick descending 
from the Scottish borders, and crossing the 
waters ot Carrackfergus, landed on the sea-girt 
shores of the Emerald Isle. The event will 
be enrolled on the brightest pages of the history 
of the Colony : it will rise like the lofty cedars 
of Lebanon, and beam as the polar star on the 
benighted traveller, — as a ray of attraction to 
an afflicted people ; who are sinking under the 
weight of accumulated miserable oppressions. 
And it will stand as an everlasting monument 
of shame and disgrace to the apathy and ineffi- 
ciency of a British Government, in suffering a 



\^<b^ 
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Company to lead the way, in a plan that they, 
on their own part, ought to have prosecuted at 
least twenty years ago ; and which* if it had 
been adopted and pursued with the same spirit 
of activity, observed by the Canada Company, 
would doubtless have averted all those evils, 
that now so closely encompass the mother 
country ; perplexing to an unprecedented ex- 
tent, the present administratiou. 

But as, according to the old adage — it is 
never too late to mend^ we will hope that the 
present Government will duly appreciate the 
errors of the foimer ; and that they may learn 
to emulate the bright example that is set before 
them, by encouraging and promoting an emi- 
gration sufficiently extensive to relieve the 
present emergencies of the labouring and ma- 
nufacturing classes at home. 

Before we proceed on the route to the upper 
Province, I will submit to my readers the 
Government notice to Emigi ants last year; a 
proof that they have in some measure discov- 
ered an inclination to follow the example of the 
Canada Company. 



>1r'f ** 
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Qaebec, 1st June, 1832. 

Emigrants arriving at Quebec from the Uni- 
ted Kingdom^ and who are desirous of settling 
in Upper Canada or Lower Canada, or of ob- 
taining employment, are informed that all ne- 
cessary information for their guidance, may be 
obtained (gratis) on application at this office, 
between the hours of 10 and 3 o'clock, daily, 
Sundays excepted. 

The principal situations in Upper Canada, 
where arrangements are made for locating 
emigrants, are in the Bathurst, Newcastle, 
Home, and Western districts. 

Indigent emigrants, on npndition of actual 
settlement, may obtain a location on the follow- 
ing terms, viz. 

Fifty acres of land will be allotted to each 
head of a family, upon condition of paying at 
the rate of 5s« currency per acre. The first 
payment to be made at the expiration of three 
years, and the whole to be paid by annual 
instalments of £3. 2s. 6d. each, with interest 
to commence from the expiration of three years. 

The Government will incur the expence of 
building a small log-house, for the temporary 
accommodation of settlers on the respective 



102 bmiorant's 

locations, and will afford some assistance to- 
wards opening roads to the lands proposed to 
be settled ; bnt will make no advances in pro- 
yisionS) or atensils^ and the settlers must de- 
depend entirely upon their own resources, for 
bringing their lands into cultivation. 

Settlers with means will have opportunities 
of purchasing Crown lands in several parts of 
the province at the public sales ; due notice of 
which may be obtained, on application at the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands' Office, York, 
or at any of the Government Agents. 

A. C. BucHAMAN, Chitf Agent. 

Quebec, the Capital of Lower Canada, is 
not unaptly called the Gibraltar of Canada, 
trom the strength of its Citadel, the height oa 
which it is seated ; commanding the St. LaW. 
renoe beneath, and the surrounding country j 
together with the walls and bastions, and the 
numerous outworks defending the approaches 
by the main roads ; presenting at once a most 
formidable and impugnable appearance. 

Quebec, is divided into upper and lower 
towns, the latter of which is crowded witb 
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warehouses and every desmption of buildings 
to an excess. 

The streets are narrow and irregular, and in 
respect to dirt, they by no means fall short of 
any of the Winds in the old town of Edinbro ; 
or Mallow lane in Corls;. As you ascend to- 
wards the upper town, the streets and houses 
assume a more portly aspect ; the houses are 
built of a grey stone> with tin roofs, and very 
many of the window shutters are also faced 
with tip. The Governor-General's House 
called the Chateau de St. Louis, stands upon 
v^the edge of a rock next the river at an eleva- 
tion of 350 feet, on which is also the Citadel 
and a monument to the 4pnory of General 
Wolfe. 

The motley groups, which present themselves 
in every street, with the mixture of manners 
and language, would set the skill of Cruck- 
shanks at defiance in a description. The mar- 
ket is beld daily, and is crowded to excess 
with every sect and denomination, from the 
Indian and his Squawy to the Officer of the 
garrison and his lady ;gfwith irentlemeii of 
the long robe, cai'ters, pt»asaiitry, and rluir 
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Aion of Hiberi^m porters, ar^'l knights of the 
nod, — all huddled together in delightful confu- 
sion, present such a charming picture, that 
none but the dull and senseless, could gaze on, 
and not admire. — 

The public edifices, besides those already 
mentioned, are Bishop's Palace, where the 
Provincial Parliament now meet, the Catholic 
Cathedral, the Protestant Cathedral* the 
Quebec Bank, the Seminary of Quebec* an ex- 
tensive Collegiate Building, the Ursuline Con- 
vent, containing the Church of St. Ursuline, 
the Scots Church, the Monastry of the Jesuits 
now converted into a Barrrack, an Armory 
with a stand of arms for 20,000 men, the Cus- 
tom House, tW Exchange, and the Quebec 
Library, which contains a valuable collection 
of literature. Here is also a superb esplanade, 
where the troops are reviewed ; and in the front 
of the Chateau de St. Louis, is the Place d' 
Arms, or Grand Parade, which forms a de- 
lightful promenade for visitors, am} the resi- 
dent gentry of the town* The population of 
this City is about 30,000, nearly two-thirds of 
which are Frencj^ Canadians, the r^naining 
partis made, up of a mixture of Irish, Scots, 
Eniilish, Americans, and Indians. 
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There are very maDy townships, between 
Quebec and Montreal, where emig^rants may 
purchase land; but as it is my business to di- 
rect them to Upper Canada, and as they may 
obtain Qvery information relative to tho^e 
lands, from Mr. Buchanan of Quel)eCy it is not 
necessary to go into the particulars of them 
here. 

Emigrants wishing to advise their relatives 
and friends of their safe arrival, before tliejr 
leave Quebec, may do so by taking their letters 
to the keeper of the Merchants' Exchange, and 
paying one penny for each letter: by this 
method they will be perfectly safe, and the in- 
land postage will be saved. 

Many plans will be offered to your conside- 
ration on the route from Quebec, but do not 
heed them, go entirely by the advice laid down 
by the Agent, unless you are well i ifisiie J of 
of their purity. 

From Quebec you will proceed direct by 
steamer to Montreal, ISO niiies, for li doll ir. 
On this route you will pass wfvevai interesting 
villages, situated onthe^argiii of the river, the 
first of which is called l*oiut aux Trembles, this 
little towii contain^ about 503 FiCdch Cdntidiaa 
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inhnbitantSy a collegiate church, and a convent 
of nans, dintant 21 miles from Qaebec* 

Trois RivireSy on the north bank of the river 
St. Lawrence, and at the conflaenco of the St* 
Maurice, 90 miles distant from Quebec, is a 
town of considerable importance, it contains a 
Catholic and a Protestant Chnrcb, the oonrt- 
house of the district, a gaol, and a small bar- 
racl(, with a population of 3000 souls. The 
town is very pleasantly situated, and is said 
to be one of the oldest in Canada. Here is also 
a convent of the Ursulins. Seren miles from 
hence, are the extensive forges of St. Maurice, 
on the eastern bank of the St. Maurice river. 

At the head of lake St. Pierre, and about 45 
miles distant from Three Rivers, is the town of 
Berthier, lying at a short distance from the 
northern border of the St. Lawrence ; contain* 
ing about 900 inhabitants, with several <?ood 
stores and taverns, and a very handsome 
church. This town is on the direct mail road 
from Quebec to Montreal, and several coaches 
pass regularly throi||b it. 

On the opposite srore. and at the head of 
the lake, and also at tm confluence of the 
River Richlieu, is the town of Fort William 
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Henry; this town contains about 1,50() inha- 
bitants, with well built Catholic and Protestant 
churches, and a small garrison and hospital. 

Leaving this town, and passing through a 
delightrnlly diversified country, with luxuriant 
islands, and their richly cultivated slopes rising 
on every side ; you presently arrive at the finest 
and most flourishing town of Lower Canada. 

The City of Montreal is most imposingly sit- 
uated on a gentle elevation, rising from the St. 
Lawrence, which fiows beneath, and distanced 
in the rear by a lofty mountain, whose trees 
are seen towering their majestic heads, and 
bending their luxuriant foilage, over the nume- 
rous towers and spires of the city. Thus is the 
tourist enchanted ]with ,the first glance of the 
town in sailing up the St. Lawrence ; and he is 
instinctively led to imagine himself approaching 
a town little short in grandeur, of the the fa- 
cinating and voluptuous scenes of Venice ; or 
the stately magnificence of ancient Greece — but^ 
alas!- -how are the illusions of fancy's ima- 
geries continually misleading us ! —I remember 
being much charmed with the following passage 
in Blair's Grave, — *' what would ofleud the eye 
in a good picture, the painter casts discreetly 
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into shades.** ilad the Citizens of Montreal 
taken this view of the subject, I have little 
doul)t that they would, at least have rendered 
the principal approach to their town more tole* 
rahle to the eye of the stranj^er. As the traveller 
advances inort* closely on the vcrj^e of the town^ 
he is surprised at the utter want of taste (I had 
almost suid decency) that presents itself. In- 
stead of a stone Quay or Wharf, which one 
would inia;^ine indispensable with alarg^c com- 
mercial town : picture to yourself vessels of al] 
denominations brhifjhtg to, and laying along- 
si<Ie a clavey bank to discharge or take in 
curj^o. Picture to your imagination a superb 
steam l)oat, landin<r parties of elegantly dressed 
females on the muddy banks of a river, in the 
midst of merchandise ofeveiy description, and 
leaving them to trail through the filthy ap- 
proaches in the front of a city containing up- 
wards of 30,000 inhabitants ; including very 
many of the most wealthy men in the province. 
On entering the town you are by no means 
led to form a more favourable opinion. The 
streets in the lower town, for narrowness and 
dirt, vie with the old town 0/ Limerif;!., — St. 
Giles's, ia London, or Field Liinc arc full 50 



INFORMANT. 109 

per cent. '^ above proof,** and the sombre appear- 
ance of the houses, from the doors and window- 
shutters being composed of sheet-iron, render 
it a scene of such deep gloom, that none but the 
gayest of the gay would find supportable* 

Passing to the new or upper town, the eye 
is agreeably relieved by the appearance of good 
streets, many of them crossing each other at 
right angles ; something in appearance like the 
new town of Edinbro' — handsome houses, and 
an immense number of public buildings, t<^e- 
ther with many noble Charities. 

The first of these, so truly honourable to the 
feelings, and whic-h must immortalize the me- 
mory of the Ladies of Montreal, is the Mon- 
treal General Hospital. This Institution was 
founded by the Ladies of the city, under the 
title of the Ladies* Benevolent Society, and was 
devoted solely to the relief of indigent Emi* 
grants; many of whom, invalided by the sea 
voyage, and in a state of utter destitution, must 
have perished on the shores of a foreign land, 
but for the timely aid and fostering hand of 
those charitable Ladies. Tn 1818, a fund to the 
amount of £1200 was raised, to promote the 
object of this chanty ; a soup-house was opened 
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in which the ladies personally saperintended the 
distribution of alms, not only to the distretoed 
Emigrants, bnt also to the poor of the city. A 
building was afterwards erected with a frontage 
of 76 feet, and surmounted by a handsome ca- 
pola* On the 90th of January, 1838, it was in- 
corporated by Royal charter* It is now one of 
the principal ornaments to the city, and a last- 
ing memorial of the charity of the Ladies of 
Montr tal, 

Mc. Gill College, is a noble iostitatioo, 
founded and established by Royal charter in 
1821. The college is named after a British mer- 
ehant, who bequeathed £10,000 for the endow- 
ment. This establishment supports a principal, 
and professors of divinity, moral philosophy, 
natural philosophy, mathematics, the learned 
languages, history, and civil law. The college 
is under the superintendance of the Governor, 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and the other pub- 
lic functionaries of the provinces. 

Here is also the seminary of St. Sulpice, 
established in 1637, occupying three sides of a 
square. At this seminary also is taught the seve- 
ral branches of learning:, including philosophy 
am! ni(»tljni]iiti( s. Li!;o\\isc French CoMi'j:^ •, 
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biuWded^n t7l&, w4iere ar& taught from 200 to 
R)0 students. . SeVeriil othdr seminaries have 
if late been esfiabUsii^d btt^ an extensive scale ; 
Vfaieli db infinite' crddit tb the^ march of im- 
pro^etuent; and irttiellbcftilal acquirements in 
Hie rising colonies; 

iPh^ Montreal Librlsli*^ is on a grand scale, 
b^id^' well furnii^ed' witti every department of 
llfevartit'0. 'the GarrfsbiV Library, and an 
A'dVbcates' Libtury, are Worthy of notice. Five 
n^w^p'dpbtfs' afe published' hercy also several 
liiOtltlliy piiblicalions; and the Canadian Quar- 
t(friy ileview. Here is- likewise a Mechanics' 
ftlstiifilti'on : — all these srpeak rblumes in fa- 
Vbdr • of Catiadiaii' Litoi^atUre. 

TPhe ChUtcHes and Chapiels ar6 ilumeiV>as; 
one of tUem, the Catholib Cathtidrtil, which is 
a dew building, would be an ornament to 
Athens, or" to Rome; this splendid edifice is 
situated' opposite tlie Pl'aice d* A*rms. It has a 
frontage of 234 feet, liy 255 in dejith, the height 
of the walls is 112 feet, and the roof being of 
bright tin has a very fine effect when the sun's 
beams are resplendent upon it. This noble 
building has six quadrangular towers, with 
octangular buttresses supporting the right an- 
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gles of 6Mh of thp tiwwBiy HUBjmmiii iig jllJii 
c«l pimwdei. BoMmb* lti» '«HV9MIN« % 
wholeraageofllidrM^ <lMMif#«.'fi4Hpf|^i 
asfeetwide. The eMl»: iita«9in 
intended to be edonod wM^ riq||g{m 
in stained glass, isTO ftet in Ift^^^'imMi' 
breadth, and is sepanledrJlT ilw^.'ipiyj^ 
compartnenti ; this wfaidiwr, ;^iihiiiniWifiBtiiy 
with the high altar at its haw, «i|I harte.ntnqr 
transoendant eibdt» as seoi; fittn liia..giaai 
western entranoSp betwem Ae 4MU|.^sMnHDf 
stately odnimifti sappcirtiliK jiM higlh ilwiUli 
roof, and the doable tier of galkiiMi^ciAlir 
side of tlie great na^e, — also the seoMi..ef tlie 
choir,— the seven diapelSi with tlie seiieaaUais, 
luid the seven spaidoos aides leadmg to the chsB- 
cel,: with 590 pews on the base, and.740 in the 
galleries^ and a seated congn^tioo o£l$flQO 
persons,«^-aU these present, at one Tiew^sodi a 
scene of magnificent and chaste suMimily, as 
cannot fail to strike with awful i^ererence the 
iieart of the most hardened and profligate. 

Here are several other Catholic Chorqjied, 
as also Protestant; and Chapels of differait 
sects, and one Scot's Kirk, remarkably.. well 
attended. Mass being performed eiycory hoar, 
the bells are constantly tolling, —and at a very 
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early hoar the streets are thronged with persons 
of all age8, going to attend )!rsf mass — a matter 
of much importance with the Catholics. 

The splendid cloisters that adorn the city, are 
objects of great interest. These convents con* 
tain seminaries for the education of young fe- 
males, and are also extensive hospitals, for the 
invalid poor of both sexes, and orphan chil- 
dren« The most extensive of these establish* 
ments is La Congregation of Notre Dame, or 
the Convent of the black nuns, and is conduc- 
ted by the Lady Superior, and sixty nuns. 
This building has a frontage of 234, by a depth 
of 433 feet. The convent of the Grey Nuns, 
is conducted by twenty-four sisters: and is 
most extensively benevolent, embracing every 
description of destitution, from the helpless 
orphan to the aged, the lame, and the maniac 
— all claim relief from these sympathising and 
truly benevolent sisters, — and, " have their 
claims allowed.*' TheHdtcl Dieu.iu StPaul's 
Street, an immense building, with a front of 
324 feet, by 468 in depth, is another temple of 
charity, conducted by a Superior and thirty>six 
Nuns. These establishments are all endowed 
with landed property, and are also assisted 
with occasional grants from the provincial par- 
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liametit ; but these are scarcely saffidient ^for 
the wants of their conyent, and to aiisi^r itfae 
namemus calls upon >tb<rir. charity. 

Besides the buildings already mentioned, is 
the Conrt Hoase, the Gaol, the Bank, nun>c- 
rous Hoteli^y one of which is a priacelyiesta- 
blishment, where the visitant may indulge in 
all the luxuries usual in Paris, or on any purt 
of the European continent. 

The Champ de Mars, is anele^nt esplanade, 

' planted round with Lombardy Poplars : this is 
a place of great resort for the fashionables du- 
ring the summer season, for the sake of hearing 
the military band which plays usually during 
the evenings of the summer and autumn, f Jerc 
also the troops of the garrison are reviewed. 

Montreal from its great local advantages, 
being near the confluence of the Ottawa, and 
on a direct line of water communication with 
Kingston, York, and the whole of the upper 
province ; and also the easy access to the nor- 
thern states of the Union, cannot fail of rising 
high on the scale of commercial interest. Da- 
ring the summer may be seen vast numbers o^ 
scows, Durham boats^ andbatteaux, constantly 

' arriving with produce from the upper province. 
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' Thebatteauj^ are forty feetdn length, and^ix 
in the breadth, tapered at the ends in form of a 
canoe, with a flat bottom, drawing about a 

. foot and. a half of water ; and the velocity with 
,wbich they shoot down the numerous ^rapids, 

^(some of which are extremely daugerou^) is 
truly surprising. These batteaux usually ^o 

.io company to the number .o( eight or ten in a 

.train, with as many rowers in each boat. And 
the delightful airs which are sung in unison, by 
little short of a hundred voices, and with which 
they keep tune with their oars» and the splash- 
ing of the water, which is heard at an. immense 
distance, with the reverberation of the echo 
from the surrounding woodlauds and mountains, 
renders an effect oi the most ex quisitfc enchant* 
ment. Moore's Canadian boal-sopg i^s an ex- 
tremely happy picture of this scene, and has 
long been adopted as one of their favorite airs. 
These batteaux will carry about 4>ix tons bur- 
then ; and the scows which are of an oblong 
rectangular form, are rudely constructed, merely 
for carrying down a cargo, and are then sold to 
be broken up : these machines will carry from 
400 to 500 barrels over the rapids with the 
greatest apparent ease. Here are also immense 
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nib of tinber itetod down to Qwrifcut, to be 
shipped fbr GffMk Biitalik 

I« the wihter aeMOB the mtaiber of akqibi 
tiiat are eoAstantly oemiilg intO'lieiiitraal, aed 
alio Kingstoir; are be>oad alt|MNMital» oMoep.« 
tion; bringfaif iii prodace of erery dea crip flta 
Irom all parte of the eoontryk And 'ViMry oHUiy 
df the ddicaden that ftamish the taMea te.M on- 
tfeal, are brooght-by the eattie ohiA^ of*ceii- 
veyaacd i'romaAiaiMenMdlataae#i*diMMatei. 
Hie popolation as I befoK" atatedi- Ja'absut 
8»|000, and ia a miKtowof Brencb C>.niMliiirfi, 
English^ Iriehj Scots, AjnericaaB^'iaiid Iro- 
qaois Indians. 

I had fargotten to say, here is aTheatre Tery 
neatly fitted ap, to hold aboat 600 or 700 per- 
nons, but no regular company of performers. 
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. CHAPTER V. 



How blest is he who crownA, In shades like these, 
A youth of laboar, with an ao^ of ease ; 
Who quits a worid where strong temptations try. 
And since 'tis hard to combat, learns to fly I 
For him no wretches l>om to work and weep, 
Explore the mine, or tempt the dan{cerous deep; 
No surly porter stands in guilty state. 
To spurn imploring famine A*om the gate ; 
But on he moves to meet his latter end. 
Angels around beMending virtues friend ; 
Sinks to the grave with unperceived decay, 
While resignation gently slopes the way ; 
And all his prospects bright* nuig to the last. 
His hear'n commences ere the world be past. 



There is a happiness ia these tHnfogeurs, 
or boatmen, so peculiarly striking, that T can- 
not help renewing that part of the thread of 
my subject, as regards the effect that is likely 
to be produced on the thinking part of the 
community. 
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I am not aware of any thing earthly^ so 
ralciilatod to H/)otli afllictions — to compose dis. 
trarted thoughts ; and above all to soften down 
onr sorrows for the absence of friends, from 
whom we are eternally' separated, ju the occa- 
sional charms of distant music ; more especi- 
ally when accompanied 'by the persuasive truth) 

that those strains are proceeding .from a multi- 
tude of hearts at ease. 

How often does the imagination turn to trac« 
those streams of soft delight, — those fosntains 
of bliss, — when in the stillness of ia stiiftmer's 
evening, we have quitted the lowly cottage of 
the woods, to wander beneath the starry ex- 
I)aiise of the ethereal canopy ; and lighted by 
the soi't rays of the pale moon, and gazing in 
ecstasy on the lovely picture, with adoration 
that was almost tears — while fond and itrtpas- 
sioned thoughts, floated upon the finer suscep- 
tabilities of our nature, which vibrated at every 
touch, and kindled in the mind those fondest, 
dearest hopes — of fancy's birth ! — of Earth ! 
— of Heaven ! — those dreams of unalloyed feli- 
city, when . the glad spirit should sip those 
raptures of happy days to come 1 — ^>vhile from 
afar, the stillness was pervaded, by the breathing 
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sound ofexrjuistte music; still more sublimed 
hy tlie purity of the winters, on the bosom of 

■rwhioli it jrlided-— producing joys that appeared 
s than loortal ! which seemed not to exist 
Btill was, — and lor the wisest purpose 
^ven ; to bring us to a sense, and an adoration 
of serenity,— the lovliest gift of the Creator 1 
inducin* contemplation, and by degrsea (swift 
as the shafts of lii;htnini^ from the high vaulted 
re;j;ions of the unbounded expanse,) to the love 
of natures works; warmiajr the bosom with 
glowing rapture, and sublime enthusiasm ; till 
we feel, in the fullest perjiuasion of our nature, 
the irresistablw truths of the presence of a Deity! 
and taste the joy of the Supreme, who sees His 
'features happy ! 

^^ntfontreal, this season, istmusnally crowded. 

^^Hft number of visitors tbat are ooustantly ar- 

^nvlng;, and the great increase in the commer- 
cial department, arising out of the demand for 
British goods by the new settters, renders it a 
continued scene of gaiety and bustling enter- 
prise. The hotels are crowded, and the display 
of elegant company that daily presents itself 
fl the rides round the delightlVilly picturesque 
!enery of the Royal Mountain, and alonjj the 
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upliiiid shores of the 8t. Lawrence, to the thri- 
vinsr little village of La Chine (which commands 
iiii excellent view of the Sault Si. Loais, or 
hoiliii&r Kupids, and the little romantic Indian 
villa<r('oii the opposite banks), very considerably 
tixreeds anything that I remember on a former 
season. This scene, heightened by the beauti- 
iiil expansion of the waters on the bosom of the 
adjacent Lake, through which the St. Lawrence 
Hows, lorms a picture of natural sublimity, in 
tlio il(\scription of which, it is not possible to 
i\o ample justice to the surpassing beauty of its 
fasrinating charms. 

iVIontrcal derives its name from the Royal 
Mountain in its rear (Mount Royal, or Mont- 
ri-ul, in the French pronunciation, and after a 
town in France of the same name*) The sum- 
mit of the Mountain is 800 feet above the level 
of the St. Lawrence, presenting in some places 
the ^appearance of a perpendicular rock, not 
dissimilar to those of Clifton, and Hot Wells, 
near Bristol. From the general appearance 
of this Mountain, and the surrounding country, 
and also from what we have been informed of 
the waters re^ eding in some parts of Canada, 
there is little doubt but, that in auterior time:*, 
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it formed a small Island, in the • . midst of an 
immense lake that covered the surrounding 
country, and also New England in the States, 
and the whole of the Mohawk Flats, and the 
beaatifol Lake Champlain. At the foot of the 
Mountain, and in the richly cultivated intersec- 
tion, between it and the town, are several elc- 
giint villas, the residences of the public func- 
ticmaries, merchants, and others of the town* 
This delightful spot, in the summer season, is 
in appearance a perfect dysium ; and the view, 
from the top of the mountain, of the city, with 
its numerous towers and spires, and the noble 
waters of the St. Lawrence, flowing in a ma- 
jestic stream beneath, with the soft luxuriance 
of its highly cultivated banks, the numerous 
com fields, and the rich pastures of the sur- 
rounding country, distanced by immense forests* 
form a panorama of the greatest interest. 

Land is selling in the vicinity of Montreal at 
from 5/. to 6/,» per acre, cleared and free i'mhi 
stumps ; and as manure may be obtaiued from 
the city in abandanco» I think a fair praspcct 
presents itself for investment of capital ; anr*, 
especially to those who are a little fastidious. 
and to whom the appearance of numerous 
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stamps in every diractioii ^MA hB a Mmrdeirf 
perpetual irritation* ■ •■ 't^ li 

Tbe banks of the tir^ fran 1ieM« to B w rt i i 
are thickly iftudded with hm-bnilt botiimi, ocMi- 
pied by the Canadian - famii^ •and iMMtttif, 
and immerons TVftwnrs — the^ h6tisefe^f>db|;'4w 
the most part iivhite-wluAied, ' tevW II liviAyeM- 
ttast to the snrronndin^ Iieeni9#y« -VlibTO M 
several Rapids to ascend ifa'prOoeeding to P^t- 
cot, which renders the jdnrne;^ iei^ MKoais. 
As the batteanx are of necessity ' dvliwn by 
horses, it consequently takes five, sik, or seven 
days, and very frequently more, in passingf from 
Montreal to Prescot, a distance of only 127 
miles. In addition to the tedious time of pro- 
ceeding up the River, you have thennpleasantry 
of stopping at the Taverns each night, which, 
to a person with a family, is excessively harras- 
sing and unpleasant after a long voyage, and 
when every day is of the greatest consequence 
in proceeding to the place of your destination. 
The accomodations at these Taverns are, for 
the most part, exceedingly sorry, and it often 
occurs, that for the want of a sufficient number 
of beds, very many of tbe travellers are' driven to 
the 'necessity of contenting themselves with a 
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^ shake <foioii*'^roll themaelTes in a baffaIoe*s 
ikiiiy and pick oat the softest plank.) And, 
dtlioa|;li this is by no means Hncommon to the 
American traveUer^t is not at all consonant with 
the refined notions of an exotic, who has been 
Bewly transplanted from the eastern hemis- 
phere, and who, it is quite natural to conceive, 
will require a little time to reconcile himself to 
tbe ebange of habits, as well as atmosphere, 
and who, on all former occasions of a country 
excursion, it must be remembered, has been 
uniformly treated with what is emphatically 
termed, the b^et bed-room. To those, therefore, 
who are a little squeamish, and to whom ex- 
pense is not an object, I would say, by all 
means go by coach to Prescot. 

Persons directiag their course tothetown« 
ships on the. Ottawa, will take their route by 
that river from Montreal. Those for tbe town- 
ships in Upper Canada, will proceed by tbe St. 
Lawrence to Trescot. Or otherwise take ad- 
vantage of the Rideau Canal, which was opened 
en the 1st of July last. By this route they may 
proceed direct by steamer from Montreal, up 
the Ottawa River, to By-Town, opposite the 
township of Hull, | where taking the Bideau 
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Canal, which braii€he8 to the left they will Kh 
directly down to Kingston. This is a losgi 
route, but by avoiding the tedioosnesa of Dm 
rapids, is performed in much less time ; and J 
believe very little enhancement of expences. 

From Montreal to Prescot, through La Chis 
Lake St. Louis, Coteau du Lac, Lake St. Fra 
CIS, Lancaster, and Cornwall, partly by stem 
and partly by coach ; the cost will be aboi 
eight dollars, and the distance performed 
two days ; sometimes, in little more than e 
day. 

From Montreal to Prescot in the Battea 
one dollar, sometimes li dollar ; to which ac 
provisiou, (say for six days,) and expences 
the taverns at night, about 2} dollars, maki 
a total of 4 dollars. 

From Prescot to Kingston by steam; distan 
62 miles, fare 8 dollars in cabin, 1 dollar 
deck. Or continuing on to Coburg, distan 
161 miles, or Port Hope, 168 miles, 1^ dolls 

From Prescot to York, distance 228 mil 
fare 2 dollars on deck, or continuing to Dund] 
distance 270 miles, 2^ dollars. 

But these charges it must be remember 
vary a little, as for instance, they sometin 
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charge from Kingston to York^ 2i dollars, or 
from Kingston to Niaganij or Queenston, 2i doL 
lars. The.Iong distances generally are less in 
proportion, therefore, by no means stop at any 
place short of yonr destination, unless you 
haye actual business to transact. The cheap- 
est way for> an Emigrant and his family to pro- 
ceed < will be, by the Batteaux to Prcscot, and 
thence by schooner, or steamer, direct to the 
nearest port to his location. This mode of tra* 
Telling, or by the Durham boats, \yould take 
about 10 to 18 days* The Petworth party 
mostly proceeded in this way, and the cost was 
about 4i dollars per individual ; to which may 
be added, (say provisions for 14 days,) 2 dol*- 
lars. making a total of about 6 to 7 dollars. 

Along the banks of the St. Lawrence, are 
numerous pleasantly situated towns, which 
have hitherto been of some commercial impor- 
tance ; but the opening of the Rideau Canal, 
will greatly retard the progress of commerce on 
this part of the St. Lawrence. 

Prescot is a very good town ; the houses are 
for the most part built of stone. Here are 
many very excellent stores, and large ware- 
houses, and whaifs for landing of goods. The 



town ccmtains A Romitri 'Ckttkolc'Ghttrdif i 
Protrslant Charch, a SMfs* Khk^ andi M M^ 
thodist mectinor honse; wHh ifiiny olhte gwri 
baildings. This towi» standtftg^ on the diiiBOtiiii 
of commnnication by water from Kin^rtoa t0 
Montreal, and also on the Ugh road hatwM 
the two towns, through" whiish omuiiei Mi 
daily passing, cannot fail of being a pla6»«f 
considerable importanoe. 

l^scot is situated in the townahip nf M-^ 
%nsieL, in the Johnstown distriet, with tiie $ir 
vantage of a good soil in the aur ron ndiil 
country. 

Biockville, is a very respectable and fast in^ 
proving village, distant 12 miles from Prescot* 
on th|^ road to Kingston, and 50 miles from 
that toivte ; containing two charches, and many 
good building of stone ; the residences of pe^ 
sons of property. 

Opposite to Brockville, on the States side of 
the St. Lawrence, is the town of Ogdansbni^b, 
a large place of some considerable importance, 
as regards its commerce. 

Brockville is situated in the township of Eli- 
zabeth. The surrounding country is pretty well 
settled, and the soil is rich, and very productive, 
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The price of land varies from 2 dollars^ to 4 and 
5 dollars per acre; l^;cording to the quality > 
and the quantity cleared. These prices also 
lipply to the whole of the Johnstown district, 
and also the eastern district, which we have 
passed; and the Ottawa, and Bathnrst districts 
in the rear. But it must be remembered* that 
a very considerable quantity of the land in 
these districts is swampy : land which the Ca- 
nadian Farmers admire, but which 1 would by 
no means recommend to new settlers. 

By the opening of the Bideau Canal, the 
townships of Osgoode, Marlbro', Oxford, Mon- 
tague, Wolford, Elmsley, Kitley, and Bastard, 
will be greatly enhanced in value ; as having 
a direct water communication with Kingston* 
The thriving little town of Perth, in the town- 
ship of Drummond, on a branch of the Rideau> 
is likely to become a place of the highest inte- 
Test« This town was the first establishment 
fofitered by Government, and was settled chiefly 
by Emigrants from Scotland, in the year 1815; 
many of whom are now in the comfortable pos- 
session of large farms, with respectable habita- 
tions, and have amassed good properties ; 
shewing at once the result of perseverance, ac- 
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compcitiicd by industry and sobriety. These 
Scttleni have now a ready market (with case of 
access by the Rideau Canal), in the town of 
Kin«:stou, for ail the stociL and crop that they 
may be enabled to raise. 

Proceeding up the river from Brockvillc, you 
ps^-H throug;b the Lake of the 1,000 Isles; this 
Lake is about 35 to 30 miles in length, with an 
immense nnmher of little Islands^ of various 
dimensions, amounting to the incredible num- 
ber of from 1,000 to 1,200, some of which are 
little more than specks rising above the water's 
surface, while others are several miles in cir- 
cumference. These Islands are, for the most 
part, sterile and uninhabited, except by a few 
Squatters, who employ themselves in making 
rafts, for the purpose of floating down the river. 

The town of Kingston is situated a little 
above the Lake of the 1,000 Islands, on the 
western bank of the Cataraqui Creek ; with 
Long Island opposite the confluence of the 
Creek, and Point Frederic on the oppo»te shore, 
on which is the Dock Yard and a Fort, and the 
Government Establishment for the officers of the 
Yard. And on the same promontory at a short 
distance! is Point Henry, where is planted the 
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Ordnance Department, with a Magazine, and 
stand of arms; also on a considerable eminence 
stands another Fort, called Fort Henry* 
The town for the most part is well*biiilt, and 

# 

some of the houses approaching to something 
like elegance. Here are a vast number of very 
excellent stores of every description ; three com- 
modious Hotels, a noble Protestant Church, 
built of stone, and also a small one of the same 
denomination; likewise a Roman Catholic 
Chapel, a Presbyterian, and a Methodist Chapel, 
a spacious Court-house, surmounted by a hand- 
some dome, and a Gaol under the same roof. 
The houses are mostly built of stone, and the 
foot paths of the streets are paved with flags. 
One thing I cannot omit to mention, which is, 
the slovenly delapidated appearance of many of 
the houses, so familiar to those who have tra- 
velled in Ireland, where in most of the towns 
and cities are to be seen, houses left in a half 
unfinished state, with very many unroofed, and 
half tumbling to the ground, for want of timely 
repairs; this I-think entitles me to writeoff a 
considerable discount from the otherwise plea- 
sing appearance of the town of Kingston. 

The population of Kingston, is between three 
and four thousand, a great portion of which are 
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Irish, with many Scots, and Americans, and 
a light sprinkle of English. Here id a good 
market, which is well supplied with meat, ve- 
getables, and fruit of almost every descrip- 
tion. Game is not very plentiful in the market 
generally; the reason assigned is, the free li- 
berty of shooting when you please, which in all 
probability makes the majority of persons cure- 
less abont shooting at all. However the deficien- 
cy of game and venison in the market, is fully 
made up by the ease with which you may obtaia 
it from the Indians ; it is by no means uncom- 
mon to get the haunch of a good fat buck from 
one of these Indians* for half a gallon ot whis- 
key, the value of which is one shilling. 

The land in the vicinity of Kingston, is mise- 
rably poor, abounding with rock, and large mas> 
ses of broken stone. The promontory ou which 
the Government Establishments are situated, 
is part of the township of Pitsburgh, with a 
portion of good land, but for the most part very 
indifferent. 

In the township of Kingston, some five or 
six miles back, the land is of pretty good qua- 
lity^ but much of it taken up, by large stones 
and rock. 
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The townships ou the waters of the Bay ot' 
Quint^y viz. — Earnest Town, Frederickslmrgb, 
Adolpfaus Town, Marysbnrgh, flallowell, So- 
phiasburgh, Hilliar^ and Araeliasbor^, possess 
generally good soil, with the exception of some 
swamps in Hilliar, and Ameliasbargb. . Thesp 
townships form a chain of Islands along one 
side of the beautiful Bay of Quintis^ for a dis- 
tance of fifty miles. 

The scenery of this Bay is delightfully pictu- 
resque, ¥rith the graceful slopes (^rich meadows, 
terminating at the waters edge, and good farm 
houses presenting themselves at short distances 
from each other, and broken into sections by the 
rich foliage of the remaining forests. A sail down 
this bay reminds me strongly of the fertile banks of 
the Shannon, or the moie sublime and enchant- 
ing scenery on the borders of the waters of Ay re, 
— the recollection of which, induces a train of 
reveries that I turn, with transport of ineffable 
delight, to ponder those scenes that are '^ de-^ 
parted never to return !*' — when I have wan 
dered alone on the banks of the crystal streams 
of the waters of Ayre, and have gazed on the 
humble cottage of Burns, aud thought on the 
beautiful simplicity of his mountain daisy--and 
applied the moral to humanity. — When tfa^ 
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imagination has fondly traced him in the vari- 
ous touches of pure nature, — the Cotter's Satur- 
day Night, the Tw'a Dogs, the Brigs of Ayre, 
with the inimitable tale of Tam O'Shanter, 
and the pathetic lines to bis Highland Mary; 
and lastly, when my thoughts have rambled in 
the grey twilight of a summer's evening, to the 
solitary walks of the church-yard of Dumfries; 
where I have paused on the tablet, that points 
out his cold bed to the eye of the passing stran- 
ger, and stood in deadly silence ! when in tlie 
witching stillness of the night, all nature seemed 
to pause; to lead to contemplations of departed 
hours ! — departed friends ! — to trace the varioas 
scenes that have for ever fled! the numerous 
friends that have passed into eternity ! — How 
often in fancy's vision, with spells little short 
of enchantment, have I loitered on that spot of 
endearment, where sleeps in peace, the remains 
of the once famed Robert Burns ; whose ashes 
mingle with the dust of many of my earliest 
ancestry ! when perchance a whisper stole upon 
the mind, (soft as the gentle zephyrs when 
warmed by the genial influence of a summer's 
sun,) this lot must soon be thine ! — life, like the 
o^b on which it exists, wlien seeming to stand 
still, rolls rapidly and silently on ; and in the 
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nidst of planning schemes anew — the glaas has 
nm ! 'TLs wisdom then, to subdue our fondness 
br the world ] to seek in solitude the noble en. 
urgpies of the soul, and hold communion with 
livine inspiration, to enable us to turn to future 
scenes ! — to instruct us in the omnipotence of 
of time, and warn us to prepare for worlds that 
lie beyond the grave ! —But my readers will say, 
I am rambling on the banks of the waters of Ay re, 
and musing like Hamlet over the graves of those 
that were ** once wont to set the table in a roar," 
—when I ought to be prosecuting my journey 
on the shore of Lake Ontario. 

The settlement on the Bay of Quint6, is the 
oldest in the upper province ; it was commenced 
at the termination of the revolutionary war, 
and is now *^ preity considerably" cleared, and 
the settlers are of the most respectable charac- 
ter. The village of Bath, is pleasantly situated 
-on the northern bank of the Bay ; at a distance 
of eighteen miles from the town of Kingston. 

In the township of Loughborough, to the rear 
of Pitsburgh, the soil is of middling quality ; 
and Portland, in the rear of Kingston, is by no 
means to bo coveted, abounding in swamps and 
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9inn)I Tjakcs : some or which are also to be 
found iu Loughborough. 

Camden, the next westerly township in tbe 
rear to Kingston, possesses a tolerably gobd 
soil. And also Richmond, with the exception 
of the concessions in the rear, which are bad. 
The Napanee River, which flows from a small 
lake in the township of Loughborough, waters 
the townships of Portland, Camden, and Rich- 
mond ; and empties itself in the Bay of Quinti 
about ten miles above the village of Bath. 

Thurlow, possesses a tolerably good soil, am 
is advantageously situated on the bay of Quiat^ 
Sydney is also a good soil for the most part^ am 
is situated on the same bay. 

Ilungerford, and Tyendinaga, possess gene 
rally a bad soil. Bedford, Hinchinbrook, an 
Sheffield, are by no means soils of good qualit; 
And in the townships still farther in rear, tl 
land is worse; with the exception of some goc 
soil in the townships of Rowden and Maddo: 

Pursuing the route in a weste^rly directioi 
amd crossing the River Trent, at the head ( 
the Bay of Quint6, you enter the Newcastle dii 
trict, by a road which joins Dundas Street ; b 
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which route, you pass the vUlages of Cramahe, 
Keeler's Creek, aud Groves, and arrive at the 
fiouiishiog little town of Cobourgh ; pleasantly 
situated on the northern shore of Lake Ontario, 
and in the township of Hamilton. This fast 
increasing town, which in 1812, possessed but 
one solitary house, has now a population of 
Dearly 500, with 60 or 70 houses ; an Episcopal 
Church, a Methodist Chapel, two good hotels, 
several excellent stores and distilleries, and an 
extensive grist mill — distant from Kingston 99 
miles. 

Seven miles westerly from hence is Port 
Hope, a place of considerable importance to 
the townships on the Rice Lake. Between this 
Port and Cape Allured (a distance of 12 miles), 
is an extensive salmon fishery ; farther west- 
ward, about 10 miles, is Raby Head, with a 
bay of the same name ; also the village of Dar- 
lington, near the boundary line which divides 
this firom the Home District. 

Turning again the attention to Cobourg, which 
forms the central point of commerce for this 
district. I will quote part of the minutes of the 
information of the Deputy Provincial Surveyor, 
communicated to Mr. Gait six years since, and 
which I deem of the greatest interest to the 
Eniiirr-mt : — 



•*Thr adjoining townships are of a fertile soil. 

An excellent road- leads froiri C'obourj^, through 

the centre of the township of- Hamilton, to Cbe 

Rice Lake. A large sum* (rtifelieve 6001. cnr- 
'rency), btirroured from the Bank of Upper 

'Canada, on the responmbility et^ (he Magistrate 
of the division, has' l)een judiciously expended 
on this road in the course of the summer. It is 
expected that the amount of taxes on absentee 
lunds^ -which is to be levied next year, will meet 
the expenditure. On -both' sides of tbe road the 
Canada Company hold lands, in general of a 
good soil ; those nearest to Cobourg being the 
most eligible for immediate sale. It is now 
pfroposed to open a branch road from this to 
Tnect the Cavan road, near the head of the Rice 
Lake. 'The line selected will serve those lots 

'' betongingto the* Company which lie in the Gth& 

'7th concessions of Hamilton, from the 20th lot 
westward. The soil of Hamilton is generally a 
sandy loam. On the western part of the town- 
ship, it is clayey. Very extensive ridges border 
the Rice Lake, which, from being bare of timber, 
arc called the Rice Lake Plains ; the soil is a 
mixture of sand and clay, in various proportions, 
according to the elevation, on the high larids 
sand prevails, and vice versa ; the whole is, in 

general, capable of c\i\lvsa\k>Tv, X^wV ^to\sv a 



i^ant of wood aud. water, it is said, would 
iinswer best ior sheep<walbs. la most parts the . 
plough coald be used.at once. Tiie large ^raiit«^ 
lield by absentees, in Hamilton, havie prevonled 
the settlements extending l^eyondc tbe 4jtl^ cobt 
Dession, excepting on the western boundary, 
and a few on the Bice Lake. 

The following sale has come to my know- 
ledge, vi*: — 

Edward EUis and Co., of London, by, their, 
Agents Forsyth, and Richardson, of Montrea!* 
to David Sydey* No 16, in 5 con., HamiltoDf 
200 acres at l^s. per acre ; 25Z. down, aud the 
rest in 5 annual instalments with interest. The 
sale was made ip tbQ course of the summer ; th^ 
lot is good, and on the Cobourg road. 

The townships of Jtjonaghau and Otanabee, 
are divided by. the Otapab^e. river from the 
aoriheru shores, of the Rice lake. Otaiia!)ee, 
though it has an excellent soil in general (loai]i 
upon clay), has been, but v^ry partially settled 
This is mainly to be attributed to its distuujQe 
from, and difficulty of access to, market; thase 
objections are now removed ; the roads on uji 
sides being improved, and grist ai)d saw mills 
built in the township (lot 13, on, Cth conces- 
aion), as. also at P^tjerhorough. Frpui the Co- 
bourg road a ferry is established across the Rlee 
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lake, where a road runs from Banister's Land- 
ing, northerly untill it branches on the 18th lot 
between 10th and 1 Ith concession ; eastward, 
throu«;h a settlement to the mills, and thence ta 
Asphodel ; and northerly, with scattering set- 
tlements on the line to Petcrboro*. There are 
numerous swamps in the township, and sandy 
plains skirt the Rice lake shore. The settkn 
in Otaiiabee are chieHy from the lowlands; the 
rest are highlanders, and a tew English. The 
road through Otanabee to Peterborough is 
improving. 

The town plot of Peterborough is in the north 
east an«:Io of the township of Monaghan. It is 
laid out in half acres, the streets nearly ut 
rij^ht angles with the river; Park lots of nine 
acres each, are reserved near the town. The 
patent fee on each, is 8/, provincial currency, 
and office fees and agency, will increase itl5i. 
or 2Qs, more. 

The settlement commenced in 1815, at which 
4imc it formed the dep6t of the emigration under 
the Hon. P. Robinson. The situation is most 
favourable, being on an elevated sandy plain, 
watered by a fine creek, which discharges into 
the river below the town. The country round 
is fertile, and there is great water power on the 
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:own-plot, on which mills are now being built 
by the government. These mills are on an ck- 
lensive scale^ being calculated to pack 40 bar- 
rels of flour ; and the saw mill to cut 3,000 feet 
of boards per diem. 

A very substantial frame bridge has been 
thrown across the Otanubee river at this place. 
There are now upwards of twenty buildings in 
Peterborough, including one store, which does 
an extensive business, and another now being 
built. There is a medical practitioner, and two 
clergymen resident here (Episcopolian, and 
Roman Catholic), and a school, to which go« 
Ternment allows a liberal aid. 

The township of Smith is a peninsular, formed 
by the mud or shallow lakes, which divide it 
from Ennismore, and Harvey, and the Otana. 
bee river, which separates it from Douro. The 
Mil is a loam ; in the north-east angle it is rocky. 
The settlement was commenced, about nine 
years ago, by a small body of Cumberland mi- 
ners, who were located by government on either 
side of the Indian portage, from the Otanabee 
river to Mud Lake. This is about seven miles 
over, and the road is tolerably good. To these 
emigrants, on depositing a sum of moliey, I be- 
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luvc 10/. to ciu'h head of a family, a free pRfr 
»ixgv was ailorded ; the money was returned 
when their ssettlcMnent was completed. 

These settlers are now independent famien, 
although at first several had their own exertions 
alone to depend upon. 

The principle of a deposit, in all cases where 
aid is given to emigrants, is well worthy conside- 
ration. It is a guarantee for their good inten- 
tions, a guard against a fickle disposition, and 
a reserved fund in time of need for the emigrant. 
Since the period spoken of, many emigrants 
from the north of Ireland, and more lately from 
the south, have settled in Smith. It is in ge- 
neral well settled to the 7th concession, >and'on 
Mud Lake to the 1 1th concession. Canada Com- 
pany lands, within this range, are the most eligi- 
ble for immediate sale. Several families under the 
superintendence of Mr. Robinson, have been 
located as far back as the 12th and 13th con. 
cessions. The lakes and other waters, border- 
ing on Smith, abound with the nrask:inonf(6 
and bass, and Clear take, (between Donro and 
Smith), with salmon trout, to the weij^ht of 
SOlbs, and 40lhs, The canal which has been 
spoken of between the bay of Quints and lake 
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Si«coe/ it Ls supposed will cross the peninsular 
- near the base. Several of the miners informed 
me, that being in search of a salt spring, they 
liad discovered on the 27th in 10th concession ; 
Smithy Cy Cf a spring, which in smell and taste, 
resembles that of GoUsland. 

The townships of Doaro, Emily, >and Ennis- 
more, or the Gore of Emily, have for the most 
part been settled by the emigrants of 1625. 

The soil of'Douro is calcareous; there are 
laige swamps scattered through the township; 
theliest lands are at a distance from the waters, 
and particularly on the eastern boundary* and 
"the most eli^le lots for sale, are those approx- 
imnting to Peterboroagb. Mr* Robinson's emi- 
grants are located on the front third of the town- 
ship ; the rest has teen located by miUtia-men 
chiefly, scarce fione of whom has performed the 
settlement "duties required. The lands will of 
course revert to the crown, and as the. localities 
af€ daily improving, will no doubt be speedily 
settled* The settlers are exerting themselves 
in opening: roads. 

The township of Dummer, which lies to the 
east of Douro, resembles it in soil. The front 
is generally good, the rear rocky. There is no 
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settloment in this township as yet;*the noit 
olifril)lc lots for imiDodiate sale, are those on tke 
Tront A lars;e creek called the Squaw-koM- 
^aw» takes its rise in a small lake within ttj 
or sixty rods of a bay of the large lake on the 
Otanabec river. They are seperated by a rocky 
ridge, at the highest not more than six or seven 
feet above the level of either lake, and as tke 
rocks rise abruptly on either side, a ravine is 
formed^ down which part of the waters of tbe 
Otanabee find a passage in the spring flood. 
Were it at any time to become an object (for 
the sake of mills, ficc), by throwing a dam 
aci*oss the Otanabee river, at 25th in the 4th 
concession of Douro, a certain supply of watei 
mi^ht be at all times diverted down the Squaw- 
kone-gaw ; and this again might be regulatec 
by a sluice dam on the ravine which it is be 
lieved is on 30th lot in 6th concession. Dam 
mcr, C. C. 

This very extraordinary connexion of waters 
is met with in other parts of the province, 
would instance the Salmon rivers and the Moin 
which leave the same lake in Sheffield ; and th 
Gananoqui, and Cataraqui creeks, which ftov^ 
from the same lakes on the line of the Ridea 
canal. 



INKURMANT. 



143 



-— Tbe township of Euoismore, or Gore of 
Emily, is (renerally of an excellent soi], loaut 
opoD claj. A large proportion is taken up by 
llie reserves and surveyor's land, the remain- 
der by emigrants of 1825, chiefly from Kerry, 
and wlio are doing well. The nearest mills 
are at Peterborough. 

Emily is settled through a few of the first 
coucessjons, by emigrants from the north of 
Ireland, thence to the rear by tlio^e ol' 1823. 
Tlie roads are yet uefv, but improving; iu the 
wt tiettlements but partially opened. The 
I ut generally good, sandy Inam on the hills, 
^ibc flats and in tl>e valleys, clayey loam j 
I towuiihip is for the most part level, and has 
Erous swamps ; especially towards tlie rear, 
aad on the line of Pigeon creek, which traver- 
ses the township. Beaver meadows are fre- 
quent in this, and are also met with in tbe 
other LowQships of this range: they are very 
serviceable to the new settler. There are two 
good saw-mill sites iu this township ; one re- 
served by Government oa south half of 18th 
and lOth, in ;^tli concession ; a second on f>tb, in 
IDtb concession. A small grist-mill is being 
built on Ifith, in 4th conccsjiioa. It is proba- 
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hie, however, that excepting for the home use 
of srttieni, the produce will be geitcraliy lakeA 
lo Fctcrborough, from the excellent mills then 
and other toiiveniences. To that place a road 
luis been opened, and the Magistrates of lU- 
miltoii hsm* lately granted 80/. to aid the inha- 
bitants, it will soon be iuipi-oved. Dy the lint 
of Pigeon creek, the settlers in Emily may pass 
by ^vater to Mud Lake, within seven or eight 
miles ("by a good road) of I'eterborough, and 
by this route many of Mr Robinson's Emi- 
grants, and their provisions, were conveyed. 

There is such an advantageous line of water 
(onnnunicution in that direction, that the whole 
produce of the back country may he expected 
to pass by Peterborough ; hence all lands ia 
the situation relatively favourable may be con. 
sidered the most valuable. Ops, is one of the 
finest townships in this part of the country; 
the soil is loam upon clay ; it is in general, 
level : the north-east angle of the township has 
extensive swamps. The Sciigog river, a very 
fine stream navigable for boats, traverses the 
township, by means of which settlers may pro- 
ceed to Mud Lake, with only one portage of 
one quarter mile, at what is called the Puu- 
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j^oo-kaije-wenum rapid. At one plaoe in the 
township the river is very rapid, and having a 
descent of from twelve to fourteen feet, weald 
afford an excellent mill site. In a soathern 
direction, by the Scu^g Tjake, from which the 
river issues, water communication may be had 
in spring and fall through the townships of 
Cart Wright and Reach, within seventeen or 
eighteen miles of the Big Bay, in Whitley, on 
Lake Ontaiio. The township was actually 
surveyed in 1825, and t'arown open for location 
on the principle of actual settlement. Many 
locations were made^ but it is to be feared that 
from the want of roads and mills, the condi- 
tions of the settlement will, in very few instan- 
ces, be performed. There has been much said 
against the system of demanding fees on grants 
of land in this province,- which would have 
never found utterance had a portion been ex- 
ixsnded in opening roads, buifding mills, &c* 
Snch Improvements would ensure a more speedy 
and satisfactory settlement than any penal con- 
ditions annexed to grants of land. 

A waggon road has been opened for about 
nine years from Port Hope, following the 
bounding Itmr between Hopa and Hamilton, 
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Cavan and Monaf^han^ to Emily and Smitk. 
Thr lioe of road u bn>ken by ridges and swam|i|i» 
at which places much labour will be veqidrBd 
to make it good. It is at all times passable. 

Cavau was first settled in 1817, at this time 
scarce a lot remaius unlocated (except reserves); 
the soil 18 generally good, sandy loam upon the 
west ; OH the east inclined to clay ; in the front 
rather light. Those lots next Monaghan, aie 
the most eligible for immediate sale. The town- 
ship is well watered, and possesses, numerojofl 
sites for saw-mills. There is already built, and 
at work, one grist and saw 'mill on E i 12 iD 
4tb concession: one gribt mill on lOth in4tli 
concession. There are 5 stores and 2 distille- 
ries in the township. The mills are used foi 
the homo consumption only* the surplus wheal 
being sent to market at Port Hope. The ma. 
jority of the inhabitants of Cavan, are frooi 
the north of Ireland, the remainder English, 
and from the south of Ireland. The first, il 
is believed* are Presbyterians, but attend the 
Episcopal service in the absence of a clergyman 
of their own. 

The Episcopal Church stands on 12th in lOtb 
con. ; a missionary has been resident from the 
first settlement of the township. There are sL\ 
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schcH^s scattered throagh the towiishi(f, with 
from twenty-fiye to forty scholars each. The 
dearings are large and in good order; frame 
bams are namerous, bat the dwellings are yet 
Df logs. 

Monaghan was settled at the same time as 
Cavan, chiefly by English. The soil is loam 
apon clay. The township is generally well 
lettled, with the exception of some large grants 
on the 13th con., and on the Rice Lake. It is 
well watered, but without mill sites, except at 
Pieterborongh. In this^ as in all the adjoining 
townships, the timber for the most part remains 
tfninjared ; the roads are yet new, but the inha- 
bitants are making exertions to improve them. 
There are two families in this township, whose 
BxertioDS and success deserve mention. Both 
came out with limited means about eight years 
rinoe. 

The Rutherfords, from Jedburgh in Scotland* 
bad in 1836, about ft() head of horned cattle, 
besides grain and meadow land. — Smithson, 
^m Yorkshire, raise, upon the average, sixty 
icres oi wheat every year." 

John Smith, Jun» 
Dep. Pro. Surveyor. 

Dobourg, llth DcrN 1827. 
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During the six yrars that have elapsed since 
this survey was made, the coantry throng^ the 
whole of this district has made rapid strides in 
the march of improvement ; and is daily increas 
ing in the value of its lands, and the impor- 
tance of its trade and commercial reaoorces. 
The roadii are greatly improved, and many new 
ones have been cnt» from the various newly 
established settlements to the principal roads. 
Tho before-mentioned settlement of Peterbo- 
rough, is in a thriving state, and the settlers 
are extremely happy ; they are delighted with 
the prosp^t which presents itaelf for the fatare 
happiness, and prosperity of their fainilie4^,;a9d 
grateftil to the aothors of their .feiiiovfi|,.fiwp 
situations of the most abject povortyiaad 
.wretchedness, toitatation of coiip«rfttive.ea» 
iu)d afljnence* 

How do I wish that the many thousajidsKif 
,«iy countrymen, who are at this momenta anffer- 
Uig under the cruelty of tyraoical opp|pes$on, 
or wasting their substance on fruitless expsri- 
inents, could fully appreciate the changea that 
have taken place in these once wnet^Dhady bat 
now, prosperoas families. — No longer does the 
pallid— the care. furrowed cheek, and deep. 
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sunkeu eye of despair, picture the niiserics 
and anguish of the soul I—iio longer is 
bMrd the cries of the famishing children, sup. 
plicatiDg from their more than half exhausted 
parents, that morsel which they had not to 
give ! but like the lark tlicy rise with the early 
salutation of the morning, betake themselves 
to the field, and with a cheerfulness that they 
never knew before, pursue the avocations of 
the day ; without a single foreboding of how 
they shall provide the morrow's fare, and,— 

** At AiKht ratamlnff ; vnry Ithomt sped. 

They sit them down the moaarclis pf their shed.*' 

The visit 16 this settlement by Captain Basil 
flail, in July, 1827, will long be remembered 
by the settlers, as an act of courtesy on the part 
of the Captain, in condescending to inspect into 
their improvements ; and the satisfaction that 
he expressed in the happy changes of their eir. 
cunstanoes. — ^The noble Oak on the domain of 
Fat. Welsh, which arrested the attention and 
admiration of the Captain, is held in the high- 
est veneration, and will continue to stand as a 
memorial of the pleasure of the J-libeniian, in 
conferring an obligation on so distingubhed and 
talented an individual. 
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Coiitinuini; on the line oftheDundas stfcet, 
from the br lore -mentioned little town of Cv> 
hourly and at a distance of sixty-sevcn milip 
frf>ni that place, yon arrive at the Capital of 
rppcr Canada. 

York is well situated in the township of Toik, 
in the Gore district; and on the north side of a 
good harbour on Lake Ontario^ in latitude 
43o 33' N. and lon^ritude 79o 20* west. The 
plot of srround allotted to it extends a mile and 
a half along the harbour, but is not yet all built 
upon. The streets are commodious, and wdl 
laid out, crossing at right angles. The houses 
are very uianv of them built of wood ; but there 
are some good buildings of stone and brick, 
Alost of the houses of late date are of stone* 
The town contains the Government House, the 
House of Assembly, where the provincial Par- 
liament generally hold their sittings, the Pro- 
vincial Bank, an Episcopal Church, a Scot's 
Kirk, and a Baptist Chapel, and two or three 
Meeting Houses of different sects* Here is also 
a Hall (or the Law Society, a Court House, 
and a Gaol; likewise the Emigrant Asylum^ 
and the new Parliament House* The entrance 
to the harbour ij» jnotected by a battery ; and 
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a (rarrison is also stationed near the town, with 
barracks for the troops. The town contains 
namerons good stores and taverns ; and being 
the place of residence for the Governor, and 
Officiers of the army, and others, it is certain 
to increase rapid! j' on the score of improvement ; 
and to those who bring with them a taste for re- 
fined society, York, presents advantages, supe- 
rior to any other place in the Upper Pro\ince. 

This town, the site of which in 1793, con- 
tained but one solitary Indian tvigwaniy has now 
a population of upwards of 4000 inhabitants. 
In 1794, it was fixed upon as the Capital of 
Upper Canada, and was commenced under the 
superin tendance of the late General Simcoe, then 
Lieut. Governor. The harbour of York is cir- 
cular, formed by a narrow neck of land» which 
stretches westward from the township of Scar- 
borough, the extreme point of which is called 
Gibraltar Point; this peninsular terminating 
in a curve, forms a beautiful and commodious 
basin, capable of containing an immense num- 
ber of vessels. This town is distant from Mon- 
treal 355miles. 

In the rear of York is an excellent road, 
called Yongc-strcct. which leads in a direct line 
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In (■willisimburg, thirty-two miles to the north- 
wurd. and on the borders oi' Lake Simcoe; 
tieing live mileit from Cook's Bay, on that lake, 
Tiie land ou either side of this road is of excel- 
loui quality, and possesses the advantage of i 
ready access to the market of York ; where it 
may iind a ready sale for the consumption of the 
tuHii, or may ))e shipped at that port for the 
Lower Province. 

Proceeding from York on the road for Dun- 
das, which is distant forty-two miles, are seve* 
ral creeks and rivers, one of which, the river 
Credit, abounds with salmon and salmon-troati 
which are caught and sent to every part of the 
country westward. These salmon, sell at 30s* 
to S^s. per barrel, of 200/65. weight. This river 
is distant from York, eighteen miles, betweeo 
which, and York, is the river Umber, at a dis- 
tance of ninie miles from that town. 

A little to the eastward of York is another 
salmon fishery, between that town and Big Bay. 
These fish come up the rivers a considerable 
distance to spawn, and are then caught by 
spearing ; nets not being allowed in the river, 
lest they should destroy the whole of the fish. 

The township of Scarborough, I^ickcrinij, and 
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Whitby, are chiefly ot a lij^ht sand j loam. They 
are " pretty considerably*' seMod with Amcri. 
cans. These townships lying on the shore of 
Lake Ontario, to the east of York, and on the 
direct line of communication from Port Hope, 
to the Capital, by Dundas-street, are likely to 
become thriving places. 

The township of Ettibocoke, is for the most 
part, of a loose sandy soil. There arc also 
cedar swamps, and was this township not situ- 
ated on the Dundas-street line of road, the di- 
rect route by land from York to Dundas, Ha- 
milcoD, and the whole of the western country, 
I should say decidedly, that they were better 
calculated for American settlers (of whi(*h 
there are very many already), than for Euro- 
peans ; the Americans being more used to clear- 
ing such lauds, and consequently better adap- 
ted to the task. There are however some very 
fertile spots, which being on the shores of the 
lake, and contiguous to the capital, are parti- 
cularly eligible. The lands in the vicinity of 
York, are in a good state of cultivation, with 
many good garden;^;, and orchards; and at a 
short distance to the west of the town, is au 
eKten.slve nursery, iu a very thriving state. 
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Many Dutch families are settled in the town- 
ships of this district* and are doin^ vrell. 

The townships in the rear of those already 
spoken of, ihisscss a great quantity of very ei- 
cellent land, which continues to improve as 
you recede to the borders of Lake Simcoe. which 
I have beforo described. Vaughan^ in the rear 
of York ; and also King in the rear of Vaughan> 
and Newmarket, have an abundance of good 
soil, and possess the very great advantage of 
roads intersecting the country, and commoDi. 
eating witli Yonge-street. 

The Gore of Toronto, Chinguicoucy, Cale- 
don, Albion, and Tecumseth, all lying on the 
western boundary of this district, and joining 
on the Gore district, are all abounding in soils 
of the best discription. 

Leaving this district for the before-mentioned 
line of Dundas- street, you pass through the 
township of Trafalgar, well situated on the 
shore of Burlington Bay, at the head of Lake 
Ontario, and in the Gore district. The soil of 
this township is a loamy clay ; and it possesses 
the advantage of good mill streams. Next 
westward, is the township of Nelson, on the 
same bay ; the soil here is a mixture of clay 
and sand. Here is also a mill stream. 
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Flamboro' East, is the next township, and is 
advauta^ously situated at the head of the bay. 
The soil of this township, is of the same quality 
as Nelson ; and also Flamboro' West, on the 
front of which, stands thethrivinj^ aud delight- 
fnl little town of Dundas, situated in a valley* 
on the banks of a pearling stream, and in the 
midst of a beautifully romantic country. Tiie 
inhabitants of this place are very many of them 
Scots, with a few English. Here are two ta- 
verns, both kept by Euglislimen, one in parti- 
cular, a Mr. Jones, from Birmingham, has a 
very excellent establishment, whei-e the travel- 
ler will meet with every comfort capable of 
being obtained in a newly raised town, and 
served up with a sauce of that genuine hospita- 
lity, that is highly creditable to him as an En- 
glishman. 

This thriving little town is contiguous to 
Hamilton, which is spoken of in page 81 ; both 
of which, will unquestionably become places 
of the greatest importance, in their commercial 
relationship with the western country. 

Three miles distant from hence; and on a 
beautiful serpentine road, thronsfh a romantic 
undulating, and partly mountainous country. 
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(on the road to Brantfort, which is on the Onse, 
or ^rand river, and also leading to Talbot- 
street), stands the town of Ancaster; plea- 
santly situated on the edge of an eminence, 
overlool^ing the before. mentioned pictaresqae 
country, to a very considerable distance. 

The town of Ancaster, is a thriving, and I 
may add, healthy place. The population is 
about 600 souls. This place is the property 
(with very few exceptions) of four brothers, of 
the name of Crooks ; natives of Scotland. No 
traveller wanting information, as to the rela- 
tive localities of the country, should pass the 
hospitable log mansion o( Matthew Crooks, with* 
out calling to make the necessary enquiries; 
where they would never fail, to ''have their 
claims allowed/' Here are many good houses, 
also two distilleries, a brewhouse, and a large 
grist-mill ; and a very neat Presbyterian Church. 

The country round Ancaster, and Dondast 
is well settled, and in a very thriving condition* 
Great quantities of wheat is raised in the neigh* 
bourhood, which sells readily for cash, at from 
3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. per bushel. 

On the river Ouse, is a settlement of IndianSt 
extending, six miles in breadtli, along tbeslioic^ 
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of thi" river. This settlement is called the land 
of the six nations. There is also another re- 
serve for the six nations, at the north-western 
extremity of the Gore district. 

The township of Waterloo, in the rear of 
Dumfries, is a fast improving place, and pos. 
sesses good soil ; with the advantage of the road 
from Hamilton, to Goderich, passing through 
it Here is likewise another road, which inter- 
sects this township, commencing at the flourish- 
ing town of Guelph, and uniting with the Ha- 
milton road id nearly the centre of the township ; 
at a distance of about thirty miles from Ha- 
mil(x>n. 

Waterloo is chiefly settled by Dutch, and 
presents a striking feature of the capabilities of 
Upper Canada, in becoming one of the finest 
countries in the world. Many of the farms are 
laid out in the most regular order, with not a 
stump remaining. The crops thrive luxuriantly; 
and the orchards are tt^ming with abundance 
of the richest fruits. The buildings are of supe* 
rior order, and the farms are well stocked ; 
altogether presenting an appearance of the 
happy efiects of industry and perseverance, 
blended with a practical knowledge of first rate 
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husbandry. — It is proverbial in Canada, and 
likewise in the United States, that the Dutch 
and the Scotch make the best farmers. 

The township ot Wilmot, is desirably situa- 
ted, adjoining the western side of Waterloo; 
at the western extremity of the Gore district, 
and bordering the Huron tract ; with the ad* 
vantage of the before-mentioned road from 
Hamilton to Goderich, and the conjunction of 
the road from Guelph : these roads after form- 
ing an union, as I have before stated, in the 
township of Waterloo; runs in a direot line 
through Wilmot, and taking the northern side 
of the Huron territory, at a distance of about 
ten miles, from its northern boundary, conti. 
Dues directly on to Goderich. 

In the township of Garrafraxa, lying at the 
north-eastern extremity of the district, lands 
may be purchased at two dollars per acret and 
in some instances less ; but the want of roads 
in that part of the district, render it by no 
me^ns eligible. 

The township of Erramosa, Nassagiweya, 
and Pusiinch, all possess a good soil ; but the 
want of roads is an extensive drawback to their 
value. 
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Eqaesing, and Erio* also in the rear of Tra- 
algar, are subject to the same disadvantage. 
Unless a man has 3ome little capital, with a 
bore than ordinary share of patieiice and per* 
leTerance, the chances are at least three to one, 
)f bis ever perf<Nrmin^ the settling duties. In 
which case, after a series of toil and han1shi|p, 
the land reverts to its original owner. 

Beverly is considerably enhanced in valne 
by the line of road from Hamilton to Wilmott 
and Goderich. The soil is clay and sand, and 
capable of being worked to advantage. 

fiarton, and Saltfleet, possess a tolerably 
good soil of clay and sand, and have the advan- 
tage of roads and mills, and are situated front- 
ing Burlington Bay- These advantages, com- 
bine to materially enhance their value. 

Glandford, and Binbrook, are chiefly com- 
posed of a heavy cold clay ^ and want the ad- 
vantages of both roads and mills. 

Passing to the Home district, and on which 
I have already remarked ; I deem it only neces- 
sary to saj, that in the whole of that e;s tensive 
district, containing upwards of thirty-six Town- 
■ships, (besides the valuable territory in the 
possesion of the Canada CoTii^«nc^ \ ^^i&jt^'^^ 
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Huron tract, and which I have already dc- 
.srribnl), there is scarcely an acre of land bo* 
may be turned to the most valaable purposes o^ 
husbandry. 

The townships containing the first rate soil 
are, Rainharo, Walpole, Woodhoase, Wal- 
sinjjham, Biirford, Zora, Nissonri, London, 
Westminster, Dorchester, Norwich, Yarmouth, 
Ekiicld, and Carradoc. 

This district is well watered throagtiout with 
innumerable streams, and well timbered ; coiw 
taining abundance of Sugar Maple, so valuable 
to the settler. Here is also numerous Beav^ 
dams, which are highly serviceable. 

Having now traversed the whole of the pro- 
vince, and pointed out, what I conceive to be 
the most eligible situations for the settler; it 
only remains to return to tlic banks of the Nia- 
gara, for the purpose of noticing the spot, 
which forms an interesting feature in Canadian 
history as the battle field, on which General 
Brock fell, while commanding the troops, which 
defended the frontiers against the incursions of 
General Mc. Clure. 

At the confluence of the Niagara, with Lake 
Onlaiioj ^t^ds tlic \i\3^\V\\^%Vl\^X^ \ft\\ii of Nia. 
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gara^ This town is possessed of an exrellent 
harbour, which is the constant scene oi activity ;. 
and no inconsiderable share of gaity* Here ar« 
arriving sloops with merchandise, while others 
are taking their departure, freighted with the 
produce of the husbandmen ; and bound to the 
¥arious ports on the Ontario, and the St. Law- 
rence ; also numerous steam-boats, passini^ up 
and down,, with- company to view the grandeur 
of the falls ;. and very many elegantly dressed 
females, some from the States **I guess," with 
not a few '* fyomEtigUmd I calculate,*' all make 
up a mixture of such mingled business like 
appearance, and facinating gaiety; together, 
with the sublime grandeur of tlic falls, as caiv- 
not fail (after, the monotony of the woo is), in 
having the most exhilarating and enchanting 
.effects upon the animal spirits. 

The town of Niagara was. reduced to ashes 
by the Americans, under General Mc. dure, 
during the war in 1813, at the time of the burn- 
ing; of BuiFaloe on tlie States side, by the Bri- 
tish. But has since been rebuilt, and is now in 
a nourishing condition, containing upwards of 
1,600 iiihabitants, with well built hoiuses, and 
uuiuerous streets; several excelieut^ taverns. 
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and a market, which ib held once 2 weet, aiil 
very retipcctably attended by the neighbonriflg 
farmers. This town sapports two tewBpapCHi |l 
and ill every respect^ presents a prospect of 
becoming a floarishing town ofbosineM* The 
town is protected by a fort, called Fort George 
which is well garrisoned by a strong detach<- 
ment of military. On the American ^de of the 
harbour is Fort Niagara, and at a short dui- 
tance is Youngstown, and farther irp, on the 
American shore, is Lewistown» 

Proceeding from Niagara on the Canadian 
side of the river, you arrive at the Queenstown 
hei;^hts, where was fought the battle in which 
Brock fell, and on the highest eminence stands 
a monument, (which is a 126 feet in height, and 
21 in the base), to the memory of the gallant 
General, and his brave associates, who fell in 
that memorable battle. 

At the foot of the heights, and at a distance 
of seven miles from the town of Niagara, is the 
village of Queenstown, delightfully situated on 
the banks of the noble river. This village con- 
tains a population of 500 souls, with several 
good stores and taverns ; also a church, a court 
house, and large Government stores. Four 
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back of hence, on a small credk» is the 
Till<ij;>;e of St. Uarid's, a neat aad healthy 
Mttto place. 

Ten utiles Tartbcr up this nobte stream, is the* 
Yillage of Chippawa, situated at the head of 
the fSetlls. This village contalns^ about 200 
inhabitants. Here is^ likewise a small fort, and 
a barrack. 

On an en>inoflce of 200 feet above the top of 
the falls,, is a splendid Hotel, commanding an 
extensive view of the falls, and rapids, with the 
river above ; and also the surrounding country 
on both sides of the river, to a considerable ex- 
tent. This Hotel is a place of fashionable 
resort, and during the sirmmer is crowded with 
company. 

Here is likewise another establishment of the 
same elegant description* And on the States, 
side are three very large Hotels, fitted up in 
the most snperb style ; and capable of accom* 
modating an immense nitmber of risators. 

Sixteen miles farther up the river, is Fort 
Erie, Mrbicb I have already described, as being^ 
Che place where the ferry crosses from Black 
rock on the States side ; where it may be te-^ 



meinhered f crossed witii my travellers,, who 
eame by the way of New York, 

On the various roads through Canada, there 
are numerous taverns, and houses* of eutertain- 
ment, so that the tourist, or die emigrant, need* 
be under no apprehension as to the probabilitjE 
of sleeping in the woods, or dining (as old Lord 
Melville once recommended to the poor of Scot- 
land),, en the tops of the brambleib;. In the^ 
most sorry taverns^ the traveller will be abk 
to obtain a "shake^ dowrit' w" a fttinXr/*' And 

« 

although it must be admitted that the Canadian. 
cpoLs> are not exactly what many of my rea- 
ders may have met with at Dolly's Chop Hbuse^ 
or the London Tavern ; yet with a good appe- 
tite, the man who is not curiouct in his eating, 
may " get along" pretty well, as there are few 
taverns but can supply you with a dish of 
*' lasses and lick** and a " pretty eonsiderabW 
portion of the much esteemed " Jonuy cake^** 
and ^^punkin pie," the standard dishes in every 
genuine American establishment. Or should 
they be deficient in these delicacies, you are 
certain of being able to obtain a dish>of *' mush 
and milk" And the traveller must not be disap- 
pointed, if, instead of the dapper looking^ bali'- 
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frivolous, and French tonseurAike appearance 
of the waiter, with a neatly tarned leg, and 
nicely fitted silk stocking into the bargain, he is 
treated with a breakfast, served up in the true 
Canadian style, by the hands of a bare legged 
bonny lossy! — who, by the way, "has all the 
disposition in the world to please, and will 
most proT^ably, unasked for » bring you *'yaiir 
hitters'* to yonr bed side in the morning, with 
as much tievotion as Hebe, with the golden gob- 
let of delicious nectar ; waited at the footstool 
"of Jupiter. — If daring your repast your olfac- 
tory sense is regaled, by the delicious perfiimes 
from a " well seasoned short pipe, with which 
the worthy host, or his wife, —nay not ttnfre* 
quenilyhis daughter, — may be"*' taking a smoke*' 
you must, by no means, feel annoyed ; bat re- 
gard it as one -of those happy circumstances 
which are incidental to men wlio travel for the 
isake of seeing the world, to enable them to form 
an opinion on the different grades of society 
and the various touches of light and shade, 
which distinguish '' men and manners" 

But as it is right to judge the man by the 
perfections, crrimperfections, of the heart, and 
not by mere externals, the few pectUiars that 
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I have here narrated, are but of little import^ 
Tvheii contrasted with the genuine unfeigned 
iiospitality^which abounds throughout the whole 
fan;re of the settlements^ in both the provinces. 
There is not a farm house^ or cottage, in which 
there in not a seat for the passing stoanger, and 
a cheerful welcome, that he cannot mistake, to 
the best which the bouse, affords; with a mix* 
ture of pleasure and thankfolness beamuig in 
eyery eye,— pleasure that he has accepted their 
hearty welcome — and gratitude that they arp 
placed beyond the reach of want tbemseke^ 
and are enabled to administer to, and aUeviate» 
the wants of others* 

How insuperable is the happiness of indolguf 
in the divine piopensities of charity, when com- 
pared with the glittering and tinsel show of 
delusive pleasures, — of costly banquets, and 
midnight revelry ; where weaknefRi stoops t» 
folly, — and man vies with his fellow man, in 
ruining his estate, and impoverishing bis fa^ 
mily ! while the wretched orphan, impelled bf 
cold and hunger, or driven by the pelting stomi, 
is refused a scanty portion of that, which is 
wdaily, and nightly, lavjabed upon thosCp wko i» 
jaot need it ! 
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MUg may it be^ ere die boasted EnglUh hos^ 
Uilyy and English friendship, finds a footing 
onr shores 1—^-1 remember^ at the time I was 
king my arrangements for my departure, 
ich took np more than a year; many of my 
jespeople, who had previously been extreme* 
lai^y to do business with me ; and who still 
itinaed, in the diplomatic phrase, to give 

the greatest assarauces of their friendly 
iattce; were stepping lipon thorns, and doing 
ranee more painful, than a pilgrimage bare* 
ted, from Bagdad to Mecca, through the 
idy deserts of Arabia, under the influence 
i burning sun. — I remember the very tailor^ 
bo by the way is still living, and as much 
re to ajft evening party as ever), to whom I 
1 just paid an account, which he did me the 
^our (contrary to our usual mode of dealing), 
call for, a few weeks after he had executed 

order ; taking instructions, for a waistcoat, 
ich <N?der he afterwards modestly declined ex-» 
rting, lest 'he should be so unfortunate as to 
the whoU amount of the price of the one 
litary garment. 

Bf y readers I fear will think me tedious ; but 
r reason for mentioning these i%s^^ v& V^ ^^« 
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monstrate the relatioagbip that a man stands 
in with regard to his correspoudents in trade. 
The moment he intimates his intention to pro. 
ceed to another country, his creditors poohce 
npou him^ like a set of hungry wolves; and 
regardless of how much they may have made by 
their former transactions with him, they are 
all of them excessively distressed for money ; so 
that without the greatest caution, and metho- 
dical proceeding on his own part, it is highly 
probable that before he can collect in his as- 
sets, they may have two or three writs issue 
against him ; and these in all probability, from 
those, who were most closely allied to him. 

In all over traded countries, where honest 
dealing has given place to artful stratagem, 
and mean advantage, your correspondents 
seldom fail in trying you by the standard of 
their own integrity. Hence it generally occurs, 
that you may be enabled to judge of the honesty 
of your friends, by the manner in which they 
practice upon you ; a discovery, sometimes, of 
no small importance !. and a forcible attestation^ 
to the truth of the maxim, that there is no evili 
without its concomitant advantage^ 
. We do not care how many of our English 
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firieiids we see on this side of the Atlantic, but» 
lo some of them I would say» we shall be happy 
to find, that they have left behind them these 
prejudices, which never can reflect credit, but 
4m the contrary, by holding up their weakness 
to the world, will render them pitiful in the eyes 
of their fellow men. 

It is in justice due to the Irish and Scotch^ 
to say that the hospitality which universally 
prevails in Canada, belonged originally to those 
countries : I have travelled in both places, to 
a considerable extent; and I confidently be^ 
lieve, that a man might pass from Bantry Bay, 
at the western extremity of Ireland, to Jonuy 
Grots', in 'Scotland, without a penny in his 
pocket, and would share the humble fare of the 
peasantry, at every place he needed it ; neither 
would he be destitute of a place to lie down in 
at night. This genuine hospitality, which is 
evidently a part of their nature has been trans« 
planted with them to the soil of Canada, where 
there is ample means for the cultivation of it ; 
and has been handed down as a birthright, 
from the father to the son, and bequeathed as 
a noble legacy, — the best, and purest gift of 
nature— to the rising generation ; and has disse- 
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.minated thrdugh a spirit of emalatioiiy and li»' 
planted itself in the bo«om of every iS^ktlerli 
the province — may it iSoarish imtil the Uicni- 
sands of now destitnde individuals^ shall be en- 
abled to take shelter under its fostering braachoi 



CHAPTER VI. 

The wilderness aod the solitary place shall t>e fcM fi»r 
them ; aod the desert shall rejoice, and fatossom as 
the 



Having fixed on the spot for your location, 
and having had the land surveyed, the price 
fixed, and the mode of payment stipulated for, 
and having paid your first deposit, which is od( 
fifth of the amount of the purchase ; you receiv< 
a letter of licence to go immediately on the land 
which letter forms a receipt for the money paid 
you also sijrn five notes of hand, payable annu 
ally, each for an equal fifth part, with interes 
for the same, at the rate of six per cent., beini 
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le l^al interest of the country. These notes 
1 hand yoo must remember, are to be regularly 
ftid, and on payment of the Iast» you will re* 
sive a regular deed of the land, which invests 
oa at once in the ^Miguity of a Canadian free- 
Dlder/' These are the terms of the Canada 
ompany, and those of the Government are 
luch the same, paying annually with interest 
Iter the first deposit ; except in cases of indi- 
3nce, where» as I observed in a former chapter^ 
le settler is allowed the privilege of making 
is first payment at the expiration of three 
ears. — ^The Company, or the Government, I re- 
eat again, are the most eligible to purchase 
•cm, (I prefer the former), as by it, you avoid 
lose disasters, that have occured to very many 
rho have purchased from private individuals! 
nd have afterwards discovered that the titles 
rere defective. These mishaps you are always 
able to, in purchasing from strangers, and 
iiere is no way of guarding against them, but> 
y paying down the whole of the money, and 
ecoming at once in possession of the deeds. — 
t is necessary for emigrants to be very diligent 
1 ascertaining the title to the lands on which 
liey are about to locate themselves, and foi; this 
urpose there is a register ot^ce Vcv w^x^ \sy«K\ir 
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5liip» to which all persons should hare recourse, 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the es- 
tate is burthenedy and to what extent. 

Having satisfied yourself on all these highly 
essential preliminaries, and also that jou haTe 
suflScicnt funds to fnmish yourself with one 
ycur's provision for your family, purchase the 
necessary stock, seed for your first crops, and 
pay for building your house, yon mast proceed 
with all possible speed to the woods in the fol- 
lowing order : — Leaving your wife and children 
under the protection of the nearest settler that 
can furnish them with a lodging, you will go 
with your sons, (if yoii have any old enough), 
to your location, taking with you, axes forfel- 
linj: tlie trees, and also hewin!^ axes, and pro- 
visions for the day. Should your lauds be at 
any great distance from the place in which you 
have deposited your family, it will by no means 
answer to return to them, during the time of 
chopping and preparing the timber for your 
dwelling. In that case therefore, it will be ne- 
cessary to take a proportion of your cooking 
gear with you, and provisions for several days, 
as ulso the requisites for obtaining a light, and 
blankets for covering at night. The idea of 
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eacamping in tlio woods of America, may seem 
horrifying to some of my young travellers, who 
have never^ in the widest stretch of tlicir ima. 
gination^ gone beyond 9i gipsy party to Nor- 
wood, or rosticatiog in the delightful mazes of 
Syddenham, or Dulwicb Common. This, like 
all other hardships in prospective, is rendered 
less formidable to the eye of the mind, on your 
nearer approach to it; and the light that 
is thrown upon it, in reducing it to practice, 
renders it a source of pleasurable pursuit ; in the 
novelty of which many of my romantic friends 
will regard an expedition to the antipodes as 
ilothing, when compared with the prospect of 
sharing in the delightful task of transmitting to 
their eastern relatives, an account of the perils 
and hardships that they had encountered in 
'^ moving accidents by flood and field/' And 
their friends in England ^^ will stand on tiptoe, 
and will hold their manhoods cheap, whilf) any 
speaks,"* who braved the dangers of a Canadian 
ivood. 

Having arrived with the necessary requisites 
Tor your campaign, you will first select an eli- 
gible spot for the erection of your building, 
taking care to fix upon the dryest place, and 
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if possible ou An eleyation, to enable yw here- 
after to excavate for a cellax, which yov will 
need as a place of deposit for your stores ; there^ 
by to preserve them through tDe different sea- 
*fl9.ns. You will next fell the whole of the, trees 
on the site intended for your dwelling, to a 
sufficient distance to preclude all danger of the 
trees failing on your house, or out-buildings, 
laying apart« all such as are calculated for the 
purpose of your building; these must be cut 
into lengths for the sides and ends of the houses 
the dimensions of which, are usually 16 feet by 
34, and about 12, to 13 feet in height* It U to 
be remembered, that you will require wo up- 
rights, your logs must therefore b^ , all cut . in. 
lengths of 16, and 24 feet. As you ;v^ill require 
much more timber for your house than yoif will 
be able to obtain from those on the site inten- 
ded for the building, you must next procee4 
to select in the vicinity, such as are calculated 
for the purpose ; and as the height of the build- 
ing will require, say 13 logs, it necessarily fol- 
lows, that you will need 26 logs, pi 24 feet in 
length, for the back and front of the buildings 
and the same number for the ends ; or, if the one 
end is built of brick, should there be any made 
in the neii^bbourhood, or otherwise of stone* 
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yon will have a security against fire. The fire, 
place iH hnilt at one end, and must of necessity 
be formed of brick or stone, and it is by far 
the' most secure plan» to build the whole of the 
end with the same material. 

When you have cut a sufficient number of 
lo^s, you will next proceed to making what is 
called a raising bee, which is a mustering of the 
neighbourhood, for the purpose of assisting yon 
iu drawing your logs to the spot, and raising 
your house, this you will find no difficulty in 
doing, provided the harvest has notcommen* 
ced, oris concluded, so that your neighbours 
are not over busy. For this purpose you had 
better communicate your intention to a neigh- 
bour a day or two before, who will publish it to 
the rest, and on the day appointed, you will find 
your friends surrounding you, to render gratui- 
tously the best of their means ; some bringing 
their men, others their horses, or oxen, and 
those who have nothing else, will bring their 
tools ; and in the course of the day, it is proba- 
ble, that your mansion will be raised. The 
manner in which the settlers work on these oc- 
casions —each striving to out do the other — ^is 
^ly surprising ; I have known as much work 

A A 
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done by this mcmiui, in one day, by half-apdo* 
sen meiit as would take an indiyidttal, at leaA 
fVom two to three vreeka. 

Tlie manner of baflding the lioiiMe b ttaiSp 
when the logi are all cat of Hie ptoper leng^ 
aii beflMv described, they are heWed on t#o 
sides, to a tolerable flat surface, that they ns^ 
lay one on the other, and notched deep in the 
ends to lock them together at the angles; tbifej 
are then rained one on the other, ontil they ar 
rive at a sufficient height to form the stnigbt 
sides ; the fire-place is boilt at one end, and the 
door^ and windows are arranged in front; the 
spaces for them, being cut out of the solid logs 
after they are raised ; the roof is then formed 
in the usual manner of roofing bams, and is 
covered generally with shingles, (short thin 
boards laid on after the manner of slates) 
which, if painted, have a very neat appearance. 
The crevices between the logs are then filled tip 
with mortar, or most frequently, with clay and 
moss, mixed together, which answers the pur- 
pose very well. The houses have always boar- 
ded floois, but the boards should be laid down 
at first without planeing, as the wood being in 
a green state it is certain to shrink. The se. 
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Good season they may be taken up, and planed 
and regularly iStted. 

From the friendly disposition of the Canadi- 
ans there is never any difficnlty in raising a 
^, and the only return which yon are expec- 
ted to make, is to attend in return the beeg of 
your neighbours; hence we hare many bees, 
as the husking bee, husking the Indian corny 
the ploughing bee, the bawling bee, carrying rf 
corn, the loging bee, drawing logs from the 
place on which they have been cut down, and 
patting them in heaps to burn ; in fact bees for 
every description of work. These bees are ge- 
nerally well attended, and wind up with a 
merry-making in the evening. 

The ladies have. also their share in these mat- 
ters, as for instance, their paring bees, paring 
apples and cutting them in slices for drying, 
after which', they are threaded and hung up, to 
adorn the roomy something upon the principle 
of the oaten cakes in Yorkshire, where no house 
would be well furnished without them: these 
apples are kept for the winter's use* They like- 
wise slice '^punkins*' (pumpkins), in the same 
manner, which keep good for winter. Here is 
also the quilting bee, a birds eye view of which 
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good M your Boighbours, < and \if (idtich fa 
better than alL) kndiring that yim have n^ r«it 
to pay. 

Tou may next get iayonr stores ftnr the fami- 
ly, which yoa will pnirchase at aboat the M- 
lomag prices; but of course varying a little 
according to the ditoation of the place :-^ 
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Having arrived thas far in the business, (for V^ 
I have now sapposed you to have purchased L 
your stores), you must resume the chopping, K 
clearing a small piece, say two acres, or moie \{ 
if possible, to be sown with wheat. — I am here 
supposing you to be in possession of your land 
soon enough to get in a portion of fall wheat* 
which may be done if you are on your own land 
by the end of July, — you need not chop down 
the whole of the trees, only such as are de- 
cayed, and the small ones, so as to thin them 
out, first clearing away the under brush, which 
you will do with a sort of hook, similar to a 
bill hook, only with a long handle, — I have 
seen them ased for similar purposes in England* 
— The remaining large trees you may girdle, 
that is, cut a ring round them a little way 
through the bark, so as to prevent the sap from 
rising ; and that of course will cause them to die. 
By adopting this method with the first few acres, 
you will be enabled to get in your fall wheat, 
the advantage of which, you will feel in the 
following summer. 

While you and your sons, or such assistance 
as you can obtain, are about this, let your wife 
turn up u plot of ground in the front of the 
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vatse, and sow such small seeds as it Is not too 
ite for, as flower seeds, and seeds for winter 
egetables ; do not let them stand for the order 
f the thing, but get them in the ground ** at 
my m/tf/'-^remember it is of the greatest con- 
tinence to preserve the seeds But as it will 
lost assuredly be too late for the greater part 
f the seeds which you have brought out, — for I 
rill suppose you have not omitted to bring a ge- 
leral assortmentjet those which you do not sow 
le put carefully away for the spring. Fence in 
I small spot close against the house, and plant 
therein all such trees as you have brought with 
^ou, or cuttings of gooseberry and currant trees, 
)r should you not have brought such, be sure to 
ibtain them of your neighbours in the fall of 
•he year. 

You will then fence in a piece of ground at 
the back of the house for the cattle to lie in ; 
Mb must be out of the distance of the trees, 
lest any falling might kill, or injure the cattle. 
- The land will not require ploughing the first 
year, but simply harrowing ; and if you have 
not possessed yourself of a harrow, you may 
bush harrow it, which will answer the purpose. 

Most writers send you to market for your 
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^tock the $rst thing, but I prefer seeing yoik 
30W the wheat first, provided, as. I 8ai4 before, 
you are on your land sufficiently earlyi 

And now yout may go to market for your 
stock, which may consist of the followii^gytr 
I will suppose you to have very little money to 
lay out — a cow costs about 3/. lOs., a sow, say 
14s., pigs about 6s. each, geese, fowls, ducks 
and turkeys, say I/. 5s. you will of couive want 
a small amount of food for the stock, which I 
will put down at 3/. the cattle will get a great 
portion of their living in the woods,, apd also 
the pigs and poultry. If you find your fand9 will 
admit o( purchasing a yoke of oxen, by all 
means do so. The price of a, yoke of goo4 
oxen, will be about 10/., and the chains aboat 
S/. 10s. more. Many persons prefer a horse, to 
oxen, saying, tbey are more expert in wiadiog 
iji and out between the stumps in ploughing, to 
which I answer, as there is no need of ploug- 
ing for the first year,, why buy a horse for that 
purpose ? They also urge the necessity of a 
horse to go to the mill, here also I confess I 
am at H loss to see the necessity,— for the first 
year you \vill have no corn to grind) and there- 
fore cannot want a horse to carry it ; — and as 
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tegardfl bringing yoor articles from the store, 
be oxen with a boy, can manage that matter 
^ery well. The plain fact I believe rests here, 
— thoflo who are fond of now and then taking a 
ide would decidedly prefer a horse ; to such 
lersons therefore I would say, if you cannot 
efttrain your inclinations, at least for the first 
Dor or five years, you will never do for Cana. 
lian farmers. 

I have said nothing about furniture, that I 
relieve I mentioned in a former chapter you 
night manage to make sufficiently tasty for an 
fttabiishment in the woods. This opinion I 
;an by no means yield, and I am certain many 
»f my Irish brethren, especially the boys from 
he neighbourhood of Clonakilty, Bantry, or 
iny of the steril mountains of Kerry, will sub. 
icribe to my assertion, where one cabin with a 
lole in the roof for the smoke to escape, (under 
vhich the turf fire is kindled upon the ground), 
lerves the several offices, of Family^seat, cow- 
louse, piggery, and hen-roost, and not unfre- 
luently affords accommodation for the ghostly, 
^orm of a horse, 100 per cent, more sorrowful 
:han Don Quixote's Rosenante. 

I remember on one occasion in passing 

B B 
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tliroiii<:li Kerry,--! think wc may lay the scene 
ill the vinii*;e oi' Vuleutia, on the border:} o( 
Piiigle Uay»— a gcnticman who had never tra* 
veiled in Ireland before, on seeing one of tlieae 
Knights vf Kerry carefnlly shaking op a heap 
of Htraw in one corner of hiscofrtfi, and lighting 
his pig to licd, and afterwards extinguishing 
the candle and preparing to ** take a stnUV 
liiinself, could not help exclaiming, — Pat, what 
is the reason of your lighting the pig to bedi 
und going to bed in the dark yourself? to which 
ilic faithful son of *' Ziphyrua" replied, twt 
no one has a greater right to a candle to light 
hini to tied than the pig — blood*anons man, 
does-u*t he pay the rent? and ''6y the hookei/ 
he's master of the house ! 

It will be necessary lor you to build an oven, 
which you may do after the following manner; 
select a stump of one of the largest trees as close 
as possible to the house, and after overlaying 
it with stone or rubbish, (which you may pick 
up round your dwelling), mixed with clay, so 
as to prevent the fire from penetrating to the 
tree, lay a tier of brick or flat stone, and 
build the oven thereon. You may also make 
a small shed for your woo^ ^^\v^^ \» V\^ de^^i. 
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in, as thcic arc mcrcliaiits thai will pur* 
K: thciii at 5d. per bushel, for miikiii); )*ot- 
; or should your wife he at a loss lor amiisc- 
it, she may turn-to and make the article 
lelf, the process of which, is simple, — merely 
tping the ashes in casks with holes at the 
•jom to admit of the lye ruimiiig off, and 
irwardii boiling the lye until the water ova- 
fttes, leaving a residuum, which when cooled 
iODira black salts. This article will fetch 
D iOs. to IGs. and ISs. per bashcl. You 
I also be yo<ir own candle maker, and soap 
Icr; a matter in which any of the former 
lerij will readily instruct you. 
'D^ar yon will likewise make frumwhatis 
bd the sugar maple tree, of which you will 
ays find more or less oo tlie best lands, 
of which you must reserve in your chopping, 
article, which is little inferior tu tb*' 
Ht ludia Sugars, is made thus: — in tht; 
ktli of April, when vegetable, as well urn 
uial uutui-e feels the invigorating influence 
fac rotunt of spring, and at which lime the 
iLs rii^iug in the trees, the settlers repair to 
t part of their lands, which cont^xin^t wbal is 
Cil the sugitr bush, (hat in, where the aiapls 
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abounds, taking^ with them a large pot, or 
boiler, to contain *M gallons^ also a Kmall one 
of «% or 6 ^aUons, and the necessary articles 
for eroctin*; a tcmiiorary sbec!, and kindling a 
fin*; also ifN) troup:hs to contain the sap, and 
six or rii^ht lar<^ casks. Two or three persou 
are sufficient to superintend this process, and 
they must take their blankets with them, to 
enable them to " take a stretch" during the 
night, (which they may do by turns), for iu this 
process, they must lay their account with save* 
ral ni<::hts in the woods; if there are many trees, 
it will occupy most part of the month. The 
tree is tapped by making an incision about 
an inch- and -a-hali deep, and two inches wide; 
or, the better way is, by perforating the tree 
with an anger, as it does not injure it. Ha- 
ving thus done, and previously placed your 
trough under the tree at a short distance, with 
a small sh(K)t in a direction from the orifice in 
the tree, to the tub, for the purpose of convey- 
ing the sap ; you proceed with a bucket to car- 
ry it to the res^TVoirs, (which are large tups 
provided for the purpose), wliere it remains for 
a time to allow the grosser particles to sink to 
the bottom oi the reservoir. The sap is then 
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vn off, and put iinto the boiler, where it un- 
does a boiling for the purposo of evaporation^ 
r which the liquid in this first stage of pa* 
nation is drawn from the boiler, and deposi- 
in other tubs, where it remains until nearly 
L ; itis then strained through a woollen cloth 
» another boiler, and is clarified with ^gg^^ 
k, or bullock's blood. The longer it ^f gradu- 
' boiled, the finer, and whiter will bethesogar^ 
er it is boiled down to the consistence of 
ar, it is poured off into pots to cool, or fre- 
iutly into fancy moulds of different deyioea 
drding to the whim of the party. In the 
iug itis necessary to be carefulia not allows 
it to burn. If intended to he vsed ,as s(rft 
ar, it is poured in its last stage into a cask 
ti small perforations to admit of tlie liquid 
:ter, or thiner portions, espaping, which 
[ leave, a good dry soft sugar remaining. 
$ sMmipings, and also the draiaings from the 
forated casks make an excellent molasses. 
> average quantity of sap discharged from 
h incision, is from eighteen to twenty gal* 
} ; five gallons of which, will produce one 
ndofsug'ir; thus, each tree upon an ave* 
3 will yield four pounds of sugar — and ac- 
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conlins^ to cocker, foar hundred trees will mab .^ 
the eiiomioiiji amount of 1,600 lbs. weight;— 1 
but allowing a considei able leway for deficien. Ij,^ 
cies in some of the trees, 1 think I shall be with- L 
in the mark, if 1 say 1,200 lbs. And reckoniDg 
the sugar at 28s« per cwt., you have a smm of 
10/. Ms. raised from the maple sugfar, and ihh 
too at a cost in the outlay for the necessary 
Articles, not exceeding 4/. which same articles 
will afterwards serre you for years. 

And now to the furniture. In the first place 
if the family is large, you must partition off 
yoiir house at one end into two or three com. 
partinotits, and form your bedsteads of rough 
frames, supported by two legs on the one side, 
and the other side may be made fast against the 
«ide of the house ; this will answer the double 
pur)><^su, of saving time and room. The bark 
of tlie liass tiec laced across, will form a sup. 
port lor the bed, or mattrass ; and thus the bed 
room is iurnished. 

For a table, I would recommend a board at 
the side of the room, say under the window, to 
full with hinges, in the manner of an ironing 
board; this would also foi*m the twofold pur- 
posL'S, oi' u table, and a bourd for your wife to 
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get up the family wa$h upon. At your leiAure 
you may make a small table, to stand by the 
fire in the winter's evening, on which to place 
the goodly cheer. A log sawed into lengths 
will serve admirably well for seats; in this 
way ]ro« will have your establishment com- 
pleted, and may sit yourself down as happy, 
as the Monarch on his crimsoned sofa, and with 
a considerable deal more independence, as you 
will have no persons to please but your, 
selves, and no people to thank for their ** liberal 
iuppUes.*' 

Cnllinary utensils I have not mentioned, as I 
presume you have brought a few of the more 
portable articles, and for the remainder, I leave 
the ladies to manage that matter in their own 
way. One thing is highly necessary, which is, 
a medicine chest, or at least, a few simple me- 
dicibes, for the purpose of keeping the bowels 
regular. By neglect in these matters, it is 
often the case that bilious fevers, agues, and 
very many other disorders are contracted, and 
the alleged unhealthyness of the climate, has 
the credit for what in point of fact, originates 
in your own neglect. 

Supposing everything now comfortably ar- 



1 



lOU emigrant's 

ran$i:cd sis regards getting the/iinitYttre "fixed" 
you must lose no time in thinking of what is to 
be done, hut like a downright yankee, yon must y 
da^h through thick and thin. You will there- 
fore now pursue the chopping with all speed, 
upon the principle as before ; the decayed trees, 
and those not exceeding a foot in diameter, 
chop at the height of four feet from the ground, 
tlien cut them into fourteen feet logs, likewise 
chop the heads into pieces, and throw them in 
heaps for burning. Continue this plan until 
yoH have five or six acres chopped, and then by 
making a logins bee, you will have the whole of 
the logs drawn into heaps in the one day, at | 
the simple cost of a gallon or two of whiskey. 
This done, proceed in the same way with ano- 
ther live acres, leaving all the large trees stand- 
ing, girdling the same as at first, at the height 
that they are intended to be chopped. In this 
way you will succeed in getting perhaps fifteen 
acres cleared for the spring crops. 

Should you arrive on your lot very early, 
you may i>crhaps be able to get a small crop of 
potatoes in the ground, to come forward ihe 
same j'ear. This would be of great advantage, 
and would help out ncv^ materially with the 
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and eggs, for the supply of your family. 

Daring the winter, you will parsue the chop- 
jong at all times when the weather will permit. 
Yea must likewise apply yourself closely to the 
cutting and splittingof rails for the fences, for 
remember, that the whole of the land intended 
to be sown in the spring, must be fenced in, to 
prevent the incursions of the cattle. The fences 
are formed of logs, cut into ten feet lengths, 
and split into rails, and laid in a zigzag form« 
These fences although capable of being thrown 
down by an effort of the cattle, are easily 
re-placed. 

In the winter, when you cannot work out, 
and also in the long winter evenings, you may 
exercise your ingenuity, in making articles of 
furniture for the house, as chairs and tables, in 
short, anything that is wanted. 

You must likewise take the earliest oppor- 
tunity to build a pigstye, and shed for the cat- 
tle to lie in at night. 

Previous to the spring, you will have the por- 
tion of ground set apart, .which you intend for 
yuur kitchen, and flower garden ; this you will 
leave to your wife, and the younger branches of 
the family to manage. And after getting in the . 

c c 
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sprini; crop:f» jou most again resume the axe; 
and it cannot be too strongly impressed upon 
yonr mind, that in the first year, you will be aUe 
to prosecute the chopping, to a greater extent 
than in any succeeding one ; as every year will 
bring with it, its increase of work in the fam- 
ing department 

In chopping, care most be taken to preve&t 
the trees falling on you, and also that they majr 
fall dear of each other. If your land is in the 
neighbourhood of a town, you may sell yov 
wood to advantage ; in roost towns it will bring 
you from (^s.» to Ss.^ and 9s« per cord. 

The trees girdled, will in the course of six 
or seven years begin to fall; you must theo 
without delay, chop down the whole of them, 
or, if this is performed about the fifth year, it 
will be better, as sometimes accidents occur by 
the trees falling. The roots of those choppedi 
will about the seventh year be sufficiently de- 
cayed, to enable you to draw many of tbemupi 
or you may make fires round them, and destroy 
them in that way. 

As it is not likely that you will be able to sow 
much wheat in the autumn of the first yean 
you had better sow as much spring wheat as 
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possible; and yoa will find yonr aceoant in 
lowing with the ; oats, a portion of clover and 
[^rass mixed : by this plan yoa will have a good 
inrop of clover to sdcoeed the oats, which nay 
be mowed at first, and it will afterwards form a 
food rich bottom for grazing. 

Indian com is planted in Jane, therefore you 
need not reserve any of the land cleared for that> 
us you will have plenty of time for getting more 
cleared, and also for a late crop of potatoes. 
The Indian corn is a very useful article for ge- 
neral family purposes, and likewise for feeding 
all kinds of stock. Five bushels of this com will 
keep a stove pig during the winter, or fat him 
for the butcher. 

I would recommend increasing the stock of 
pigs as mudi as possible, as dorin^ the summer 
and autumn they get their Kving in the woods ; 
and they are always an artide of ready sale, 
and if well fatted, will fetch a good price* The 
fatter the pig, the more he will vetum per lb. 

Sheep caaaot be kept for the first year or two, 
but are afterwards of great importance to the 
settler for the fleeces, especially to such as are 
able to manage the weaving. 

Poultry I think may be increased to ad van- 



tep^M thoj raqniM wry little to ke^ dm, 
and Am ieggs «9» ef iapqaUunt? aomee ift.^ 
iMuly.; by Mviac tli»pwibuewQr aMM 4tt:ihB 
ftrstyewofjrooTftttiflBiMb: ^ >t. • ^> m 

vantage on wme of the aoUat^' bati: villi bf up 
meaiw answer ferthe aevri*aettln»t as.inrithe 
flnt two or throe yeam of Im lopatien» Ma tii^ 
wiU be iriiony oconpied ia^the^ hefioMOf aMBti^ 
ponoito... .■■.:i«}.i:».o 

Wheat on new land generally .pradneeiSabiit 
S5, to aObodwli^peracre; in aemnrionianM 
86, and there have been infltances of 40i iHuhdB 
to the acre on firstrate land. Where the soil 
is poort you may perhaps not return more tbaa 
from 16, to SO bushels. 

We will new see the amount of money neoes^ 
sary for an emigrant to possess, at the time of 
entering en bis own land. We will suppose hui 
circumstancea to be very limited, and suppose 
him to purvdiase 60 acres of land, at 2 -deUaii 
per acre; the priee of first rate lots in die Huron 
tract. 
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dollars 
f&rst instalment for 80 acrej of land, at 
2 dollars per acre, being one fifth of 

the whole amount . • • • S2 

Bxpences of raising Hoase, by making 

a bee, say • 4 

1,000 feet of boaidsyfor flooring and par- 
titions to rooms , 10 

34)00 shingles for root at H dollar 3 

20 lbs. of nails at 7^ say 3 

16 squares of glass, say 2^ 

Putty, locks, binges, and latches li 

2 axes for chopping, (these you will buy 
at our stores, they are much better than 
English, and the make is better suited ) 4 

Grindstone 5 

Expense. of supporting a family consist- 
kig of a man, his wife, and six children, 
equal to five rations per day — say for 

000 days at ( dollar per day 100 

Supporting the same family 160 days, at 
a quarter dollar per day (I am now sup- 
posing them to have a good pig to kill 
and also an increase, from the poultry, 
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and ww» te tgg^ wMrpfto)>«, •»; .;;iL^ '^ IB 

MedidMfl **^,*. •..;......:... '1 

Soap, CandlM, uiA otMr MMsRaVedn ' '^ 
arddes, incidental to hmua - ezffteaei 

at fint atartfnir •••^^ 8 

Tabs, buckets, auu .••• 8 

Pryinjr.pan,— witfclM^haAdle :.;:V..; ''y 

All otlier cofinary artidee I will nap^ 

p<ii«e yon have broiiKht, asn^ediairf . 

tbcm on board of sUp. * '"' " ^ 

Seed wheat for fite acres, llbusb^per 

acre, at I dollar per bushd •••••«.. 6i 
Other seeds, supposed to be not brovght 

oat »•• • .*•••» 1 

A cow ••••»••••«•«•• «•••••»•'• 16 

A sow and 8 store pigs, say .* ••« 8 

Oeese, turi^eys, ducks, andfdvHs**^... '6 
Twenty bushels of Indian eocn, to feeid' 

pigs, at half a dollar per baahel •••«•• 10 
Half a ton of hay, for cow in the wiMw 4| 
Six buiibds of oats,, part for cow, tiie V5* 
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dolli^rs 
Brought forward 2674 
nainder for fowls, &c. at a quarter 

dollar per bashel If 

Harrows 6 



£©i. 18*. 7 id. sterling, or 276 i 

And to which may be added, for 
passage of a man, his wife, and 
two children above the age of 12 
years, from London to New York 
by the Packets, say at 51. per head 20 

And foar children, 12 years, at half 
price 10 

Provisions for the voyage, say .... 14 

Expense of travelliog up the country 
by way of Albany to the head of 
Borlington Bay, say 10 

Provisions for a week • 1 10 

Incidental expenses, occasioned by 
delay in New York, Albany, &c. 3 

And supposing you put down 3/. for 
delay in waiting on this side» and 
2L for travelling to settle concern- 
ing the land, also 8/. for expense 
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of surveying, and incidentals^ it 

will make a total of 8 

£66 10 
Add to this the above amount 6118 7h 

Makes a Sum of £138 8 7^ 

And allowing (in addition to the 
above) for expenses of conveying 
the family from the head of Bur- 
lington Bay to the Huron tract 8 

Brings the amount to. • • . 136 8 7| 

To which add, if the funds will ad« 

mit of it, a yoke of oxeii . . . • •'. . . 12 

Forming a total of. . . . £148 8 7J 

Having I believe, canvassed the whole of 
what appears necessary, for assuming the cha- 
racter of a Canadian farmer ; and having like- 
wise shown, how you may dispose of 150/^^ if 
you have the happiness to possess such a sum* 
We will next proceed, with a word to those 
who have it not; but who, preserving habits of 
industry, and sobriety, with nothing beyond the 
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labour of their haiidir« to calculate upon for lay- 
ing the first stone towards the improvement of 
tfaeir condition — or in other words, the ex- 
changing a life of miserable slavery, and priva- 
tions, (or the certainty of obtaining a comfort- 
able subsistence^ for themselves and families. 

RATE OF WAGES, 

exclusive of board. 

Dollars. 

Carpenters atid Joiners' .per day I^ to l| 

Sawyers •...•.. If . 

Shipwrights If . . 2 

Wheelwrights . . V. • - 1 . . U 

Cartwrights •.....:..••. 1 

Coopers 1 .. If 

Bricklayers and Masons .^. • 1^ • • ^i 

Plaisterers If 

Brickmakers 1 •• If 

Blacksmiths. 1 

Painters and Glaziers ............. I 

Saddlers 1 

> 

Curriers and Tanners . • • 1 • • 1^ 

Shoemakers, making a pair of Shoes 1 . . If 
ditto a pair of Welling- 
ton Boots Sf 

b D 



ditto, T&p Hoots 44 . . 5 

Taflors, makihg a Toat. 4 

— ditto a pair of Trowsew. ... I . . H 

ditto a Waistcoat : 1 

Labourers • per day | 

■' in harvest time ••• IJ 

Reaping; an acre of wheat 2^ 

Cradling . . • li 

Mowing hay 1 

Ploaghing an acre of land 1^ .. If 

Harrowing ••.•• •.. i 

Chopping an acre of timber • • • 8 • . IS 

GHordling an acre of ditto, and clear- 
ing out the nnder-bmsh 5 . . 6 

Sailors on the lakes, obtain from 15 to 20 dol- 
lars per months 

It is most usual for labovrers to board in the 
bouse with the family, in that case they re- 
ceive about one qu€irtep of a dollar less per 
day ; — for instance, form labourers half-a-dolhr 
per day, and board and litdging^ Those who 
are hired by the month, nsuafly receive Irom 
10 to 12 dollars per month, with board and 
lodging; and labonners hired by the year, are 
paid frcmi 80, to 100, and smnetimes as high, as 
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^ dollars par anniun^ with board and lodging ; 
ut it must be romembered, that the ws^es are 
^Kially stipulated for, accordinc to tbe ability 
r the party, who is about to be hired. 

I have now shown you the rate of wages 
^hicb we are paying, with very little YBjriatiom 
itrou^hout the whole of the Upper Province; 
nd I am led to the conclusion, that a very little 
epth of penetration is required, to'conviuce a 
lAfi, tbut the balance is at least. 50 percent, in 
tvour q( Upper Canada^ on a romparlion with 
reat Britain. Neither do we need the aid of 
le skilful logician, in proving, there can 
e no great difficulty in raising a sufficiency by 
idustry, to enable you to purchase a plot of 
lad of your own. The merits of the case, there- 
>re, appear to be simply these; first, that la. 
ourers need be under no appreliension as to 
leeting with employment on their arrival. 
^GondJly that the nature of the employment is 
ach, as to insure to them the means of obtain- 
dg an ample provision for their families ; and 
hat by a system of economy^ there will be a 
considerable surplius, for the before-mentioued 
)urpose, of raising them on the scale of society. 
ind thirdly^ that the fact is estaJl>Ush(^ \i^>i<;^vA 
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all ^ontmfeny, ' tlH* it WiM<4Mr-Mry' wat^ 
jmn-^' hud ahaoit irft' ittflwiiM, beforoi* 
nuriMl0MitegtaM8divfCh'4ybouKmi. Oaii 
contrary* thofaia» aiid*«ivill ioiNitiiiae tQEH-^ 
p«al acatdty of laboaren*- DiitJAf ther^UI 
of iIm aoauMTof I8B8» the gfaaleat iacoafwl 
cnoe was^raataioedtt ^^etf^mtatf paita of il 
Pvoviaoo, fiNNn the paucity offlabo uiom ^ 
the inoreaiiiif demaadcoutioqaeiit ott-HiMM 
of* emigraats with anaU capital ; asd «iaOr*tl 
vory maay of thoao wbowere'laba arcf aayt 
or two ag09 -having boeome poBsemofii of Iti 
of their own» and therehy assumed the cbara 
ter of employfers. 

Having folly established the fact^ that this 
unqaestionably the count ry^ for such of the I 
borious classes of society as wish to better thi 
oondition ; I will conclade this chapter, wi 
briefly observing, that I believe there are the 
sands in England, — I think I may say hundrc 
of thoosands who possess the means of removi 
to this country — who are dissatisfied with th 
own country, with its trade, with its gover 
ment ! — who are disgusted beyond measure wi 
riotous and voluptuous scenes of large towns 
in fact who look with a jaundiced tyt upon, a 
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are dissatisfied with every thing, and every- 
body. Persons of such ^'vinegar aspect'' would 
foe certain to carry with them their miserable 
feelings, if they journeyed to every part of the 
Globe ; and would be alike unhappy, whether 
in the tangled woods of Canada, or basking; on 
the plains of Indostan.^ — "Peace be to them ! 
if it can be found ; but heaven itself, was it pos- 
fdble to get there with such tempers," would be 
deficient in its attractions of love^ and joy ; 
and their ** souls would do penance there to all 
eternity/' 
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CHAPTER VU. 



*MpltytlM HHivUeMi tmnkfhmDtm iiiMfmlidi, 
Icry. *lli«tttemi»-HUi^i*Mk;«Ml«oiiiB ilftim4tj 
to him, «f ko wW not eoltlvate tbn IhiUt It offwo. f dWkprot 
Mid I, clappinir my haoda cheerily tojpother, that was I fai t 
desiert, 1 woald iind oat wherewith in Ittocdl forth my afte 
tioDi— if I coaid not do letter, 1 woald teten them apoa 
some tweet myrtle, or seek lome melancho l y eyprento 
eonneet inyte)f to^l woald coort their shade, aad Kieet 
tiMm liiodly fn^ their protectloa— I woald eat my name 
open tliem, and twtar they were tlie lov^ett trew 
throufchoat the detert ; if tlielr iea?es withered, 1 woidd 
teach myself to moom, and when they r^ioiead, 1 woald 
rcyoicc along with them " 



How ii it that men who are possessed 
reasonable souls, and with a mind capable of 
i//gcriminating in l\ke N^cyoLi^ Xst^sciKd^fi^ ^%3^ 



INFORM ^NT. 205 

Eltiid aciences, should )>c no lost l« the common 

Ifeelings of humanity, aa to find nothlnG;)B crea- 

rtion worthy of utientioD ? yet, auch there are, — 

Ikod from obserration I am led to believe, that 

I their Diimhers are by no meanit tew. To at- 

I tempt to point the miserable condition of such 

I an individual, would fill a volume; and as in 

this case it is not the object of my pursuit, I 

will coatent myself with believing, that ifsucii 

cbaracterR are of any use ■,^t all, it must be, to 

aid in refleclin^ (by a lively contrdt*t), tiie 

minds of those, who are endued with the more 

noble energies of the sool. 

The grey twili|;ht that succeeds the hours of 

night, had shed its rays through the window 

of my cliambcr, giving itotic* of another day ; 

when I awoke from my slumber, and with heiirt 

elated, quitted my humble couch, to resume the 

uvocationsof themoruing, and touched with the 

chaste sublimity displayed by the various 

charms of the opening day, I wandered through 

_ loy garden, admiring the wonderful works of 

■ creation, in the steady progress oftho vegeta- 

^L ble world ! —the sun had ju^t ris^i, had iltu- 

^■pnined the oriental skies, aud towering abova 

^H|b« b)u« summits of the distant hills, wiushed- 
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dliDf bis effalgent beami apon the pearly drops 
that still lingered on the vernal bloom ; while 
soft lephjrn, gently uidiog with balmy infla- 
ence, were fanning the growing laxariaiiGe of 
the flowery rale, and winnowing their fragrant 
perfumes, aroand the fertility of the neigfaboor. 
ing meadows. The feathered tribe, bad betook 
themselves to the several branches of the rei- 
maining trees that snrrounded my cottage, and 
were chanting their matins, giving praises ro 
the author of their being ; and greeting In the 
pleasing variety of their woodland notes, and 
in the wild and sportive simplicity of their na. 
five innocence; and welcoming the new.bom 
day. 

Ineffable pleasure! thought 1, as I looked 
with attention on the mingled efforts of tshe aerial 
tribe — what a lesson art thou capable of impart* 
ing to the human race ! Could the great and ex-' 
tensive bounties of providence convey a satts* 
faction to the heart of ungratefnl man, equal 
to that enjoyed by these little ones ; then were 
he blessed indeed ! 

I was proceeding with my revery, when (by 
an impulse), 1 suddenly stopped, to ask if moft 
was not the author of his own unbappiness ? 
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,nd, why he who is gifted with a ralional soul^' 

Ih all the pleiisiirable endowments oi a «- 
;tiiigniind? — he who was invested with the 

iwer of subduing the earth, and who was ele- 
Vated to the dignified sitnalion by divine anlho- 
rittf, to have dominion over everything that 
moveth upon the earth,— why he should be the 
only subject in the whole list of the animated 
creation, who would presume to raise a com- 
plaint against the unerring hand of providence. 

'77s umftfYion.'— that baue of every social 
joy, whieh pictures to the fancy, some fleeting 
visionary object, that mocks Ui! in our pursuit! 

Thus, after we have hurried through (he morn- 
big of our lite — alter we have sacrificed all our 
b^t days in (he pursuit of transitory objectji, 
wc perhaps discover, when it is too late to re-" 
trace our steps; that the irrcat and only source 
of human {cMciiy is— a cotilenled mind, and an 
bumble submission to the divine will of the great 
disposer nt events. 

With a mind thus formed, we should be cul-' 
ling the sweets of happiness, from the luxury 
of doing good — for assuredly, there is no other 
earthly enjoymeut thiit is capable of imparting 
and recctviug, such exquisite sensattoas, as Uie 
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exercMinn; thoNe little offices of kindness, which 
Gonrer a benefit on oar fellow creatures; this 
is true happiness ! which wbcm planted io the 
human breast, and fostered by the gentle aid» 
and serene breathings of a calm spirit ; and a 
perfect resignation to that state, in which the 
infinite wisdom of providence has placed as, we 
arc enabled to shun the vain, transient, and de- 
lusive objects of the world; and are led in the 
admiration of the beneficence of the Creator, 
who regards with equal care, the cricket's 
chirpinr, and the lion's roar. 

Since therefore it is evident that contentment 
is the only foundation on which to build a per- 
manent happiness, where? I would ULsk, is that 
felicity KG capable of being enjoyed, as in a cot- 
tage life ; where apart from the dazzling glare— 
the glittering tinsel, and extoxicating pleasures 
of the world, and in the bosom of some loved 
retreat, the tranquil hours glides smoothly on ; 
where your leisure, instead of being ^pent in 
riotous reveling, may be employed in the virtu- 
ous pursuit of mental acquirements, and in the 
delightful task of framing the infant mind, and 
where in the pursuits of rural life, you will be 
jnitijictively guided through the sublimity of 
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liarmonj, that pervades all tiatdre^^up to 
^' natures God" ! bendiag in i^ratittide to that 
God, for contributing in a high degree, to en- 
liven your prosperity : thus you would be ex- 
pandin^ the sphere of your pleasures, by ad* 
ding intellectual, and spiritual, to earthly joys. 

The man who is destineti to live in Canada, 
lias no more occasion to be at a loss for amuse- 
menty than he who loiters on the sunny banks 
of the Arno : — every country has its amuse- 
ments, and unhappy must be that mind, that 
has no resources wherewith to pass tlie leisure 
hours. 

To the lovers of sporting, here is endless 
' amusement ; not only as regards the sports of 
the field, but also the stream ; as the rivers, and 
lakes, abound with fish of almost every de- 
scription. 

In Canada, we have, we may say, most of 
'the animals common to the old country, at least 
of the quadruped kind^ with the addition of se- 
veral other species* 

The Canadian Horse, is peculiarly hardy ; 
he is very fleet, and is in every respect, adap. 
ted by nature to the life he leads* It is by no 
mean^ uncommon, for a fii|)a.w o^ Wsfe^^ V^\!^m^ 
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harnosa^ abreast in a sleigh, to- travel fiom 
60, 'to no, and in some instances^ 70 miles in 
the day; stopping every ten, or twelve miies^ 
.to bait. In these cases the farmers take their 
own provender, as in ran^ng the woods there 
would be but little chance of obtaining either 
oats, or bay ; and where there are taverns esta- 
blished, the charges very far exceed (as a mat- 
of course), the price of their own com. Tb^ 
care which is taken of these animals, falls very 
short of what you are accustomed to see in 
England; they are generally fed with very 
coarse hay, and littered down with the boughs 
oi the spruce, and hemlock fir. 

The winter, when the snow is on the grounid, 
is by far the most pleasant time in Canada, fi)r 
tiavelling by land ; it is then, that there is a 
sort of cessation from business, and the sleigbs 
and carioles, are to be seen gliding over the 
smooth surface of the froaen snow in every di» 
rection of the provinces; it is then that the co- 
lonist, with his beloved partner and a joyous 
groupe of little colonists, wrapped in their furs* 
and Buffalo skins, — ^nay> not unfrequently en- 
veloped in the graceful costume of a bear, — 
setting out in the midst of the severity of the 
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frost, and smiling defiance to the cold ; pn»s 
lightly oyer hill, and dale, and through imme- 
aarable forests, with a speed nearly allied to 
the swiftness of Pegasus. 

In this manner our winters are passed ; 
having nothing to trouble us, we embrace our 
pleasures with a determination to enjoy tbcm» 
aad it is not at all unusual, to go 30, to 40 
miles to diue with a friend ; or make a fort- 
nights tour of the States* This mode of travel- 
ling is exceedingly delightfoli the indiscribable 
pleasurable sensation it produces, surpasses 
anything in the shape of travelling I everexpe. 
rienced. And was it not for the anxiety which 
every colonist must naturally feel, for the re- 
turning season of vegetation, I sincerely be- 
lieve, that the breaking up of the frost, would 
be held as a day of general mourning. 

Oxen are particularly useful in this country, 
they are used for most farming purposes, a 
yoke of them, is capable of doing more than 
one horse; and the cost of them will not exceed 
the price of a horse. These animals and also 
the cows, do not cost much for food, as with a 
little salt, they will feed freely on the bonghs of 
the spruce^ and hemlock, through the winter; 
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and in the sutnmet, yoa may Jet them forrage 
for theiiiteWe8-^(at least the gows)^ which they 
will be enabled to do in the woods. Of coane 
they will require a portion of (odder iu winter^ 
bat that portion is small, when compared with 
what is given in England. 

Deer we hare in g^reat abnndance^ which ate 
larger than the fallow deer of England ; so tbnt 
no one who can handle a rifle, — that is, ir be 
has one to handley—^necd be at a loss for the 
haunch of a good flit buck. These animals are 
taken in several ways ; one method is to pta^ 
yourself in a canoe, with your weapon of de- 
struction ready, and by placing a light at tbe 
head of the canoe, and floatitig silently down a 
shallow stream, during the summer nXghts, at 
which time they betake themselves to the water, 
to avoid the mosquitoes — the brightness of tbe 
light, which is a never failing attraction, dramas 
them to the spot, and in th fis manner they will 
actually stand, until yon anrive witbhi a few 
yards of them; the reason is obrioos-^the 
opticks being riveted on tbe light, they see to 
other object. Another plan is, sending* tbe 
dogs into the woods, by which, they always ran 
' for the water, where yon may be certain to 
take them without much trouble. 
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Bat the mode generally practiced by those 
who are acquainted with the " sa^ licks." which 
Gure their favorite haunUs ; is stalking — a very 
ureeable exercise by the way, to some of the 
qpjodem lady. like sportsmen, but newly arrived 
from the mother country ; where at the utter- 
most en^tent of their field sports, they have 
never ^one beyond a days shooting in the copse 
of my Lord Harry, and baging, perhaps a brace 
or two of pheasants ; while with us, it is by no 
means uncommon to camp oat, where, invested 
with the blanket coat, and moccasin, we sally 
into the woods, setting danger and fatigue at 
defiance ; carrying the necessaries for obtain* 
iog a light, by which means we are enabled to 
kindle a fire, where with the genuine hardihood^ 
and noble independence of an Indian hunter, 
we strew our our leafy couch, on which we 
stretch ourselves and sleep till morning. 

In these little rural excursions, parties need 
be under no apprehension as to being surprised 
by night in their camps, by the appearance of 
Mr. Bruin ; as neither '' himself,*' nor his fair 
p&rtner, was ever known to come within the 
precincts of a fire. 

It is true, that a bear would be rather an 
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awkward rnstomer to meet in the woods alone; 
for siip|K>tfing foarself to be armed, it wooU 
be to a bad pnrpose to let fly at him, milen 
you hiu! a double barreled gun, and both bsN 
rcls loaded with ball. And even in that pase 
1 think it would be more politic, and certainly 
much more polite, to salute him in the mihtary 
etiquette, and pass on, than by an uncoarteous 
effort of ill timed prowess, to commence an at- 
tack, that would not only be attended with the 
g;reatest uncertainty of success ; but would be 
also fraught with the most dangerons conse* 
quences, in case of simply wounding your ad- 
versary, without being able to destroy him^ 

The bear, amd also the wolf, invariably shnn 
man, and unless provoked, would always rather 
sound a retreat, than come to the charge. 

The wolves of Canada are by no means fero- 
cious, and are seldom seen near those places 
that are becoming: settled ; and as the country 
advances in improvement, it is fair to conclude, 
that tliey will entirely disappear ; especially as 
the legislature has offered a premium for every 
iJcalp. 

llacoons^ and squirrels abound in every di- 
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rection, and are very destmctive to the cropB. 
There has been instances known of their consu- 
mihgy and carrying away, nearly one-third of 
a crop of wheat ; but these of coarse, are not 
of frequent occurence, except in cases of neg- 
ligence on the ]>art of the settlers* they have, 
ing omitted to thin them in due season. 

The racoon, is usually hunted by moonlight 
with d(^s, and guns ; and to the lovers of sport, 
ing is a most charming diversion. This animal 
is valuable, not only for his fur,. but also for 
flesh, which is highly esteemed, and forms a 
delicious embellishment to the family larder. 
The squirrel is also eaten, and is considered a 
deUcacy by many. 

Hares we have in abundance, but not so fine 
as those of England. Here is also a prodigious 
number of otters. Foxes likewise abound, but 
not so large as in England. The fur of these ani- 
mals is of very delicate nature, especially that 
of the ulver fox, which for jfineness, is not sur. 
passed by any fur in Canada. 

Beavers, we have yet very many, although 
they have been much thinned for the sake of their 
valuable fur. These truly surprising and indus- 
trious animals, are not to be met with huit in. 

F ? 
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the di'cpr.^ recesses of the woods ; where they 
form tbemscUes into most extensiTo colonies. 
Tlie musk rat is ao animal that abounds in Gi- 
nada, and is much esteemed for the beauty of 
its fur. 

The ermine, is by no means a stranger, the 
ticautiful white pilo of this litUo animal is wdl 
known, and highly appreciated at eTory court 
in Earope. 

Wcaslcs» mice, and moles, we an not at all 
destitudo of. The pole-cat we can likewiK 
boast in all its varieties. 

Of the feathered tribe, we have partridges in 
abundance* This bird, although partaking 
more generally of the nature and character ol' 
the pheasant, is denominated a partridge. Of 
these we have two sorts, the one is larger than 
the Ej3glish partridge ; this is called the bin;h 
partridge, on account ot its feeding on the bads 
of the birch tree— the flesh of which is extremely 
white and delicate. The other is smaller, and 
is called the spruce partridge, as feeding on the 
buds of the spruce fir; which, conscqaently 
produces a turpentine-like flavor, that is often 
extremely disagreeable. These birds, as soon 
as they can fly quit their nests, which are bttUt 
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ttpontbe ground; and perch npoa the faraiiehes 
of the trees, and are so extremel; tasic, a» to 
allow you. to approach them ; when appareatljr 
lost to a sense of danger, they ^iU positively 
flit still, and see their conipanious fall. In thift 
manner by i^ooting the lower bird fiist, yoa 
may generally get several shots. 

Wood -cocks we have in the greatest profui. 
sion. They are somewhat less than the En<?Iish 
cock ; and are to be shot at two seasons of the 
year,— in spring, when they arrive to breed, 
and in the autumn, after their young have flown.; 
but in the former case, 1 think it highly injudi- 
cious ; as by it| we not only take the lives of 
the old birds, but we also deprive ourselves of 
the progeny. And I am. much inclined to think, 
that if the maxim be persevered in^ that how- 
ever plentiful the birds may appear at presents 
the time will come, when there will be yery few 
to shoot. 

I remember a similar circumstance with re- 
gard to the salmon fisheries on the coast of 
Scotland ; where, at one period, the salmon 
abounded to an unprecedented extent ; but in 
consequence of the mischievoua plan, of taking 
the fish in spawning time, they became atJast 



2tB .BMiofiAirr^f 

■o soarce, that there were comparatiTdjr very 
few to be had ; and that, which in the ■ former 
ioataiice was a very lucrative speculatioii, be- 
rame at laet» a loidng^ game. . The snipe also is 
equally plentiful. These birds are in Hucb 
abundance, and commonly rise in such floc-iui, 
that the most bungling sportsman if he does bat 
let fly, will be certain to '^kW some of them. 

The lovers of grouse shootings may likewise 

have an opportunity of gratifying their taste 

.among us; which to those who have evcir en: 

gaged in the diversion in Scotland, it would be 

needless to say, that it is a Tery delightful sport 

Of the. order of beings, known by the appella* 
tion of duck, we have several varieties. Among 
them is the tree duck, so named from its build- 
ing in the trees ; and is generally iound in the 
.contiguity of the streams, which have their 
.sources in the woods* This bird, in point of 
symmetry, may almost be said to rival Adonis, 
—and the beautiful crest, which surmounts his 
fine forehead, gives him an air of dignity, by 
. no means short of a certain perfectionated body, 
familiar to some of my £Eur readers, under the 
title of the King's aum. 
. ..Geese and swans, of the wild description, I 



can saj bat little about ; exoept that their risits 
are quite in kee|Mn? with the momios Tisits 
naoally paid by the lUnti-iam in tlie Ticinity o4 
tile Regent's park: with this difference, that 
tiiey seldom condes?er.d to alight; whereas the 
the more refined notions of the eastern exqui- 
sites, sometimes dictate a better feeling. 

Of all birds, the one that I sboald decided! v 
sky, wonld be most pleasurable to anew settler, 
(whose larder it wonld be fair to conclude, con- 
sisted of junks of pork, at least six inches deep 
in the fat — this for the first year; onlyrariedhy 
what he could find leisure to shoot in the woods, 
or subtract from the numbers in the stream), — 
tbe bird I contend that would look most smi- 
ling on the table of such a man, would be the 
wrild turkey ; of which there are plenty, in the 
Liondon, and western districts. 

This bird is by no means dissimflar to the 
domestic turkey of the country. They weigh 
from 20, to 95, and SOIbs. each, and their flesh 
is in every respect, equal to the finest that ever 
graced the well littered straw-yard of Coke, of 
Norfolk. 

A friend of mine — a Bristolean — relates an 
anecdote^ of an occurence V(WUtW\\';sLS.l^a\'cl- 
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ling through the western district.— He became 
benighted, and was driven to the necessity of 
taking refuge in a sorry tavern, kept by a 
Dutchman ; where to the credit of Mffn-luer be 
it spoken, — he was entertained with every mark 
of hospitality — and after partaking of an *'€fc- 
gant" (iish of " miisA, and milk^'* and regaling 
himself with copious libations, of that delickras 
fountain,' which my Hibernian finends would 
recognize under the title of '' mountain dew;" 
and also indulging in the grateful perfnmes of 
the Virginian weed, from a steamer of little short 
of twelve months campaign — while, tl^o heart of 
his host, and that of his own, grew warm^ and 
seemed more closely to unite on every move- 
ment of the circling glass; when the deep- 
toned tongue of the clock, warned, tliom of the 
hour for retiring,— it occured that the only 
room which the Dutchman could appropriate to 
the lullaby of bis guest, was so excessively 
contracted, that it admitted only of a. small 
stump-bedstead, which came plump against 
a very low window, and it also happened, that 
my traveller was exceedingly tall, and as some 
of our London friends classically express them, 
selves excessively long in the fork. —Most of my 
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Daders have doubtless beard of Uobson, tho 
i^iGrj stable keeper, in Cambridge, who always 
lept one horse ready saddled^ and who uniform- 
f ivhen applied to for the hire of a horse, would 
mnt aX the same^ saying, '' tbene is that, or 
icme'' — ^in sach like situation, my friend found 
limself, and aooordin^y mastered all the phUo- 
ophy he was master of, to make the best of a 
md bargain; he therefore determined to coil 
lima^np in the best manner be was able, little 
loubtiog that the fatigues of the day, and the 
{oodly cheer, in which he had been indulging 
in the Dutchman's fioU, would enable him to 
dream away the dusky hours of night — It was 
in the merry month of Wiy^ and the effects 
of the potent draughts, which had considerably 
heightened the animal spirit^, began to dilate* 
and flow through every artery in his frame — 
every vessel was in unison with his heart, 
which rang a peal so merry, that had my friend 
been gifted with the power of song — I am 
persuaded he would have chanted " glorious 
Apollo'* in a style that must have banUhed 
the powers of Orpheus, to the eternal shades ; 
and the woods, waters, and mountains jigging, 
splashing, and ilouudcring, with a gladucs^ 
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that was never known in Greece! — In tbisritii. 
ation it is not very surprising my friend shotifl 
imagine, (tlie tbermometet stood at a httnflrM 
and ten), for the sake of enjoying a saltt" 
brious repose, that, he should have boisted his 
window before he retired to rest,— he stat^ 
that he did so, and after doffing bid vlothen, 
threw himself upon his bed, wbere be soon sank 
into the arms of the drowsy 66d, Now thb 
window as be states being low, and directly 
at the loot of a bed, which had been doabtleks 
better suited to one of King John's men, than 
the firistolean, it requires no great stretch of 
imagination to conceive the plausibility of bis 
legs protruding '' pretty considerably'* through 
the window, at the first extension of his gi- 
gantic shanks. — He states that, towi^s morn- 
ing, in endeavouring to turn himself, he was 
arrested by an immense weight upon bis 
legs, which quickly awoke him from a sw(3et 
sleep, in which he had been wrapped during 
the whole of the night ; and on raising himsdf 
on his nether. end, which he with some diffi- 
culty performed ; he discovered, that several 
fine large wild turkeys had perched upon* his 
legs, and roosted there during the night.— ^E 
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thiok -it right to confess, I must plead guilty to 
the charge of omittiag tQ ask my Bristol frieiid, 
—what discount he allowed* 

lu En^laod, it is usual to put two {Hgeous 
jpto a pie, filling, up the bottom of the dish 
with a pound or two of beef-steaks ; and it is 
generally the case at inns, that the person who 
commences operations, demolishes the pigeons, 
leaving tlie walls standing (with the exception 
of a small aperture, through wUch the pigeons 
have been dragged into light, for the purpose 
0!f sending tbem into utter darkness, as bold 
and as empty as Babel, after the confounding 
of the tongues), to the no smaH mortification of 
of the next assailant, who, on the name of a 
pigeon pie, has doubtless calculated on a deli- 
dous breakfast — 

The Canadians are differently circumstanced. 
In the month of April, these birds usaally m^ko . 
their appearance in such flocks, as to induce 
persons within their houses, to apprehend an 
instant storm, from the darkness of the atmos- 
phere. I believe X never heard of their looking 
in the almanack, to ascertain whether there 
tvas an eclip^tc or not — but this 1 can say, that 
it tho^se peiiods, they may be shot by thousands. 

G G 
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The qaail is common' in Canada^ bat diliiRS 
fVom those or Enrope, inananch, as it is not 
a bird of passage, bat winters it with as; at 
>ihich season it freqnently becomes so tame, u 
to form one of the family in the farm^yard-- 
feeding with the chickens, and others of thA 
domestic circk. 

Among the varioas small birds of Canada, is 
one that I cannot reconcile my mind to the 
passing unnoticed ; — I mean the charming litfle 
creature, called the humming-bird. The beau- 
tiful plumage of this bird, for the chaste deli' 
cacy of the colours, surpasses all others of the 
iii'ingcd tribe. The feathers on the body, are of 
of a rich green, tinted with brown, which when 
seen in the sun V rays, discover a rich rosy gloss^ 
far surpassing in appearance, the richest velvet 
The wings, and tail, are of a jet black, the bill 
is also black ; and the head is adorned with a 
little crest of the most exquisite workmanship, 
the lower part of which, is green, and the upper 
extremity is of a deep gold colour, which glit- 
ters in the sun with such brilliancy, one might 
almost be led to fancy the celestial gems had 
descended, to finish the passing beauty and 
ia.*>'cinating c\csvvivce oS ^Ow^ViN^^j VlvmLr. ^ft of 
jiature. 
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. Of tbe^ birds there are Tarioos sixes, the 
smallest may be said to be the size of u bazcl- 
nu t ; . and the largest about equal to a small wren. 
As soou as the sun has list-ii, they may bt seen 
fiutteriug about the gardens, from flower to 
flower, gathering the sweets, which they d# by 
inserting their little forked tongue into the cuji 
of the flower, without even alighting. The rci . 
pid motion of the wings, produces by the inces- 
sant division of the air, a humming sound ; from 
which they derive their name* They subsist 
npon the honey which they kisx from the flow- 
ei*s, during the morning and evening, when the 
dew is on them, and their sweets are in the 
greatest perfection* 

The inhabitants of the stream are by no 
means scarce with us, nor are we deficient in 
yariety ; from the immense tenant of the Huron 
and Superior, called the Mackinaw trout (that 
will sometimes weigh from fifty, to sixty pounds^ 
and which is exceedingly delicious), to tfa«^ 
white fish, that are caught in such profusion^ 
that they not only supply the wants of Canada> 
but are abo salted in barrels, and j^ent to al- 
most every part of the States. Cod-fish, are sdso 
abuidant; very majiy of vu.b\c\i> 9^ v^t\i -^ v3qi& 
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white-fisb, are salted by the settlers, espedalT] 
the catholics, for their winter's store. Th 
white-fish are rery delicions when fresh ; an< 
when salted » will sell at from 3Ss. to SAs. pei 
barrel, of SOOIbs. 

Black and white bass, sturgemi, pickerd 

and carp, arc in abundance. Herrings also, w< 
have shoals of. The sacker, and mnllet, are b] 
uo means scarce. We have likewise the cat 
fish, and the ma:«kauong^, which is a veq 
fine fish. 

In very many of our streams, as I think I 
mentioned in a preceding chapter, salmoii 
abounds, A\t*ry:liiH«>' iVom thirty to forty pounds 
Wc have a very good supply of trout in tki 
small streams, which although not so large a^ 
in England, are nevertheless not to l)e despised 
as they perfectly verify the old adage — that 
*' little fish are sweet." 

It is remarkable that Canada,, like Ireland 
is free from venomous reptiles. We have cer- 
tainly abundance of snakes, but they are per. 
fectly harmless. The mosquitoes appear to Ix 
the only torment among the minor animals ; am 
these are by no means general in cleared lands 
although it is certait\\^ \xw^,v\vi\^\ft.\VkAXKood 
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or in frwampy places, thoy are extensively 
tormenting* 

Those who are familiar with the facinatinsi; 
strains at Almack's, or the King's concert- 
rooms ; or, who have occasionally hai their 
souls melted into love« by the delightful efforts 
of Vestris, or the enchanting sweetness in the 
superlative execution of MaKbran ; would have 
the loss infrnitely well supplied, by the evening 
concerts of Canada, which are regularly given 
by the buILfrogs, during the summer season. 
This engaging little animal, that wonld eclipse 
the notes of Apollo, and baffle the umrblings of 
Pan, — ^is always lender in these /««/iva&, and 
when aided by the pleasurable notes of the — 
whip-poor-will, and the lively chirping of the 
cricket, which is in perfect unison with the 
stentorian lungs of the bull-frog ; produces such 
a combination of extatic sweetness, that dead 
indeed — to the charms of music — must be the 
soul of that man who could listen, and not 
admire ! 

Of the sweets of life, it may very fairly be 
said, that in Canada we have a double share ; 
for not only have we the maple sugar as before 
stated in abundance, but we have likewise a 
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profusion ufbces, ubiih tlirivc well, prodaciii| 
ho:i('> in abundance, unprecedented in the mo- 
thc'i' C'liuntry. 

I ciiunut omit ti> mention a little insect called 
the tiri'*fly ; — this species of animal may be seei 
at ni:^ht flittering in apparent millions, nnuid 
till' lirads of the trees thnt stand upon the ma^ 
^iii ol the lakes. The effect produced by thdr 
aKi}$ical beauty on a serene evening, contrasted 
viith the sable mantle, and the witching still- 
ness that precedes the night, and sparkling over 
the tranquil bosooi of thi» lakes ->-now disappea^ 
in!;- now floating l>efore us with extended 
brilliancy, illuminating the woods in every 
(liioctLon; then suddenly converging to a fiery 
bail—and as i^uickly (lis[)ersing, and lightinj 
the air with a profusion of brilliant spangles, 
throwing their exquisite rays, on [the glorious 
distance— kindle sensations of impassioned, and 
an.l thrilling extacies, as when fairies are on 
foot, and dance away the silent hours of night. 

In vegetation, we are well supplied with 
many of the varieties that adorn the table in the 
eastern world. Although we cannot boast of 
every luxury which may be seen in the market 
of Bath, or, thi.t figures in the stately avenues 
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^CoTcnt-GaideDt we have certainly a sufficient 
Tariety for the parposes of all our wants, which 
«aght to be enongh to satisfy! And ^ith re- 
gard to fruits, we have those in the greatest 
profuision^ as I believe I noticed before, when 
speaking of the Niagara district, and the im- 
IMose quantity of peaches, nectarines, and other 
delicious fruits '.-^apples we have in great vari. 
'f t7« xnany of which, raised from the kernel, and 
iiever grafted, are equal to scmie of the finest 
grafted fruit in England. 

. Gooseberries, and currants, grow wild, but 
-^je not large; tbe currants produced in the gar- 
dens are of the very first order, but the goose. 
berries are not fine. Wild strawberries are 
alflo plentiful in many partst but are not better 
than those in England : those cultivated in tlie 
gardens, generally are not near so fine as in 
England. The wild raspberry is very good> 
although certainly not equal in size to tbe large 
double Antwerp; neither are those cultivated 
ill |;ardens so fine— or, I would rather say, are 
not (generally) of so fine a quality. 

Cucumbers, pumpkins, and melons, are raised 
4iny where in the open ground, and the melons 
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are in such profiisioDy that they are given m 
quantities to the pigs. 

Plums, pears, and cherries we have, but not 
in any great abnndance, of these it would he 
desirous to increase our variety, by the intro- 
dnction of some stocks of the choice descriptions. 

In trees, we have as great a variety of the 
deciduous kinds (with very many evergreens), 
as any country almost in the world ; many of 
these have been already mentioned, in des- 
cribing the land by the trees — page 76 — Among 
the numeious others not mentioRed, are the 
balm ofGilead, the sumach, the juniper, and' 
the tulip tree, which last, grows to -an in- 
mensc siae ; and is of the greatest service for 
boarding the outside of houses, as it takes the 
paint more kindly than most others, and is 
proof against accident by fire — ^it never blaxes« 
The white oak» and yellow pine, are most es- 
teemed for building houses. The black walnut 
and the butter nut, are ussfU for making fur-' 
niture, and should on no account be destroyed. 

Beside the flowers that are cultivated in the 
garden, the woods are adorned with many 
plca^ug varieties, which greatly relieves the 
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monotonous appearance of thb tincleitred landi. 

The trees at the end of summer, exhibit from 
their great yariety, a luxuriance of ioliage^-^at 
the time when their leaves are falling into the 
sere— Hcontrasting their various tints, with the 
deep green of the pines — ^th^t * I never remem* 
ber to have seen in the mother country* 

At this period, commences what is called the 
Indian summer, which occupies generially about 
three weeks, and is by far the 'most delightfiil 
season- in the year. The bracing air of tho> 
morning produced by a clear black frost, in. 
vigorates the system; and the resplendiont 
beams of the noon-day sun, aided by the sere* 
nity of an azure sky, and the delicious tempc* 
rature of the atmoi^phere, so accelerates the 
spirits, and enlivens the heart of man, that he 
feels the exquisite affections of a soul remodcd^ 
led, and transplanted to a more genial soil ; and,' 
with a happiness till then unknowB-*-he raolbles 
in dreamy blessedness, through the tangKog 
mazes of the forests, or, lingers by the sunny 
borders of the delightful water? of the Huron* 

With respect te religious institutions, we twt 
I believe, boast of as great a variety as kof 
country in the world ; but as I have not space 

H H 



to enfier into b li^ft of them here, I will ccmtemt 
myadf^ with briefly mentioiiing those which I 
conceiTe to be of the deepest interest, to every 
morale and wdl-meaning ehristiftn. 

The Ohurch of England, is supported partly 
by a grant from the British Pafttament, and 
partly from the funds -of the society finr the pn^ 
pfligatton of the gospel. The Presbyteriaos» 
and also the Catholics bat<e a small grant fima 
Parliament, bat are mainly supported by the 
ootftributions af their own cougrega>tions. The 
Methodists are supported by (heir own aodety, 
with the addition of contributions from that 
oeagregations. Ba^ptists, and all other sectst 
are supported entirely by the contributions of 
their ^congri^gations* — Here I feel myself called 
on to say, that the rdigious demeanour, which 
predominates in the United States, is also high- 
ly characterestic of the Provinces ot Upp^, 
and Iiower Canada. It is pleasing to observe, 
that 'in : ail our numerous newly-established 
townriiips; a town is no sooner plaaned, and 
a few bufldings raised, than with celerity, that 
•peaks volumes in Ikvour of the religious- tenets 
of the people, a Church, or some sort of place 
of worship is added* 
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» It U however much In be deplored, that amoiii; 
H-y many of the disseating cungregations, the 
wjority of their mtoisters have been selected, 
rather have selected themselves — from the 
wkiog classes of society; with whom, lam, 
^'Confess, uncharitable euough to b«U&vc, that 
as been the predominant feeling. And 
nwevei: tnte it may be> that a. selfish motive 
srvades all human nature, still 1 cannot help 
^retting that perfectly unlettered iudiviiSuals. 
kould be countcnancci) in mounting the ros- 
, and taking on themselves, the important 
iBrge of leading us in the paths of virtue, auil 
|iuting us to that state ot eternal happiness, 
t wliikih the disembodied spirit may partake 
. those regions of glory — that are placed be- 
Aod the eye of mortalit j. 
I sincerely hope, that the time is fast ap- 
proaching, when we shall have men of talent 
settle among us ; and that under the influence 
uf divine inspiration, religion nill flourish, and 
become the brightest ornament to the Prpviuce. 
The means of education is greatly advanced 
within the last few years, but Vi yet capable of 
much improvement. In 1SU9, it was cnacti-d 
by law, that a school liliuuld be cstabliiihed in 
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every district, in which the classics and mathc. 
inatics were appointed to be taught ; and a sa- 
lary of 1001. per annum awarded to the teachev. 
This enactment was quickly carried into effect, 
and in 1810, there were no less than eight of the 
schools in action. Since this time commoii 
schools have been formed, one in each, of the 
townships, which are in receipt of small endow, 
.ments from the legislature. Many schools have 
since sprung up in the more populous townships, 
but these being for the most part of the com- 
monest order, it must appear evident, that as 
our population is so fast increasing, and many 
. of our new settlers being of the more respect- 
able grades ot society; that a few classical 
scholars might ensure to themselves success, in 
modeling some good, and well regulated acade- 
ipies.-*! submit this opinion of the matter, to 
those who may, or may not, feel disposed to 
take advantage of the hint ; all 1 can say is, 
that unless things are greatly altered for the 
better in England, with respect to schools-; 
there are very many who would gladly avail 
themselves of a Canadian establishment, in pre- 
-ference to the glorious uncertainty of scholastic 
pursuits in "happy England.'' 
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I had neariy omitted to mention, that the 
Ueatenant-Grovemor has founded a conege, in 
STork, which has obtained a pprant of the royal 
□harter, and is endowed with funds, for the 
mpport of a principal, three classical masters, 
ttad one mathematical, also a drawing, and a 
FceDch master; and an establishment of tho 
very first order, for reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. 

Whilst on the subject of edncation, it may 
be as well to mention, that a few respectable 
establishments for ladies, are much wanted. 
And unless that portion of the ladies of England, 
composing a body, which is justly entitled to 
our warmest encomiums, will condescend to 
have some compassion on us ; I fear the period 
is rery remote, when our sylvan graces, may 
▼ie with the facinating daughters of London, 
or Paris. 

. And now gentle readers, as I am about to take 
roy leave of you, at least for the present ; whilst 
I apologize for trespassing so long on your pa* 
tience, I again entreat that the example which 
has been set by thousands of your once misera- 
ble, but now, happy countrymen, may stimu* 
late you to rally. — May the voice of our thriviu^ 
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Tdlonists ^o forth, and may it sound like the Iti 
trunipi't of Ciideon, in the ear of every hesita> 1] 
liii;^ individual! — may tbe H'hite cliffs of Albm |t 
resound the praises, and satisfaction of oni 
settlers, and may every village and hamkt, 
reverberate the advantages of emigration ! an^ 
as the sunbeam poors its cheering light upoa 
the blighted prospect of the tempest-driven mar 
riner — pointing him to a happy haven — even so 
may the voice of our settlers, bs the star of tt 
traction to a famished, and debilitated people! 
— may they flock in myriads to our shores, un* 
til the numerous sails which transport them,— 
spreading their bosoms to the gale — shall ap^ 
])ear to darken the horizon, and shadow the 
luminous orb of day ! — Then shall the cheer, 
iul hearts of our daughters bounding light as 
the mountain deer— and beating responses 
uith a fullness of joy, to* those bright eyes, 
which darting their beams of love, speak the 
soft, and secret wishes of the soul, when,— 
with sportive innocence — they shall hang their 
garlands upon the trees, and, like the child of 
song, dancing, and caroling their sweet lays 
beneath the glimpse of the silver moon, and 
mingUiig the punly ol \Vifcv: n^Ui^s^ with the 
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flfifiiif nradc of the adjacent streams ! — all 
ploaring ont a fiillneas of spontaneous joy, sufB- 
•eiMt to implant in tke bosom of t^very lover 
<6f a virtaofus Kfe, the incontiiovertible truth, 
that if kappinessis anywhere to be found on 
«earfii — it nust be, in retirement. 
' Should these efforts be the medium, through 
which any of my countrymen may be induced 
^ *^ ^ the bush/* — I baye veason to hope,— 
they will by no meatis have provocation to ex« 
^kSm--4n anythhig like accrimonious feeling,— 
kad it not been for your representations, I 
should never have been i)ersttadod to quit— 
^^mj native land !" 



END. 
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